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Parish Council 

 
I'm writing this just after the robbery at the shop and still can't quite believe that such a crime was committed in our village. But it was and well done to Nathalie and the police for their parts in catching the criminals. When we have caught our breath we will need to see if there is anything we can do to improve security for Nathalie and her staff. Our continuing vigilance over suspicious vehicles and our presence as customers in the shop will certainly be a deterrent, so please continue to be alert to anything unusual. On behalf of the village I would like to thank Nathalie for the character she has shown during such a traumatic incident and for her resilience in getting back to work so quickly. Well done Nat... We are all with you and your staff. 
On to other matters which will hopefully give us more cause for optimism. We will soon be approaching verge owners in the village to work out a plan to tidy up and 

plant more bulbs and possibly site some planters. We have to first of all get permission from Wiltshire Council which complicates matters-as usual. The display of bluebells in the wood must have inspired everybody lucky enough to have seen them. We’ve a lot to live up to. I understand that there are some plants which have a link to the village. If you know of any you would like to see us plant, then please let me know. 
The turnout of villagers at the Parish Council's annual meeting on the 18th was very disappointing considering that the Council had put some effort in to planning our report-which we have to do each year. There has to more engagement with village matters or we will find that some of our events and amenities will just disappear. Please ask yourself if you want these to continue and if so, you know how to make that happen. We do have a long list of areas for which we need volunteers including our health scheme PHEW, youth club, village hall, playground group, sports clubs, CSW and also in 'Buddying' older residents in the Parish. Those who were present heard more about these matters at the meeting. Long serving stalwarts 
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keep these going and they deserve some help. 
This is a beautiful time of the year with plants and wildlife at maximum activity. Crime is still rare in our community and whilst remaining vigilant I’m sure we’ll continue to enjoy our Village and its environment with a positive view of the future. 

Richard Moody Chairman – Parish Council   

 
It is lovely to have the good weather with us and to see the children outside on the playing field more. With the better weather we have been playing cricket which will be followed by tennis after the half term. We have the ‘Chance to Shine’ coaches and will be hosting a match with Sutton Benger School at the end of May. Clive Brown from ‘ican Sports’ has been supporting curriculum PE as well as hosting after school clubs. 
The Year 2 orienteering team came first in the Cluster Orienteering festival and the Year 3/4 team were up against tough competition and were not placed. However, the Year 4 football team were 3rd out of fifteen teams after initially being told they were playing for 1st/2nd place. Due to an error in scoring they played for 3rd/4th place and had drawn 

their match against the team that eventually won. We were very proud of the way they presented themselves after the initial excitement of hopefully being in the final and they showed great competitive spirit in the whole competition. 
We have taken a team of eight children to the Mid-Wilts Swimming Gala in Devizes this year and were delighted as to how well the whole team did. Several children were placed in 2nd or 3rd places in their heats but big congratulations to Emma Smith and William Guthrie who were placed 1st in their races. We never quite know how well the children will do when we enter teams against the whole of Wiltshire Schools, particularly as some of the other children are club swimmers – so a great achievement all round! 
The Reception class have visited Sutton Benger School for a Teddy Bear Walk, picnic and a treasure hunt collecting things for their ‘adventure sticks’ and the following section is from Mrs Baldwin, the Sutton Benger Reception teacher. 
‘The children were challenged to find small things, spikey things, rough things, round things, etc. we then enjoyed a teddy bears picnic with honey sandwiches (made by Oaksey children) and teddy cakes (made by SB children). We then did a joint number game where each group had a number and had to find that many objects. The children worked in mixed groups and really enjoyed showing their new friends around their school!’ 
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The children have swapped a teddy from each class for the next few weeks and they will be swapping news and the Sutton Benger children will be visiting Oaksey School in June. There was great excitement and a wonderful opportunity for the children to experience life in a different school environment. 
Ursula Scott Headteacher   

Oaksey Youth Club 
We are trying hard to find a wonderful leader for the new weekly Seniors Sessions. This is not an easy task but we will let you know as soon as we have found someone. Please keep your eyes open for us. The first thing that will happen will be a pizza evening in the village hall for all those who may be interested in joining, so they can tell us the sort of things they might want to do.  So watch out for news.  We hope it won't be too long. 

Miriam 577689   

Oaksey WI  
Our May meeting was ‘Recipes and Resolutions’ Jenny and Liz presented the two proposed resolutions for the WI National Annual Meeting in Brighton in June. These were ‘Avoid food waste, 

address food poverty’ and ‘Appropriate care in hospital for people with dementia’. After discussion on each proposal members voted and both resolutions were accepted by a majority. 
Following the voting, members had a tasting of other member’s favourite recipes which included chocolate brownies, muffins, Viennese shortbreads, lemon cake and Florentines!  
The competition was a decorated biscuit and this was won by Jo. 
Our next meeting is on Thursday June 16th (NB Change of date). 7.15 for 7.30pm in Oaksey Village Hall 
“The Queens Bodyguard of the Yeomen Of The Guard” and will include the Creation Of The Guard, Recruitment and Strength Of The Guard, State Dress Of The Guard, and State Duties Of The Guard.  
This will be a talk with slides by Shaun McCormack, a Yeoman of the Guard.  
Following this, in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday, refreshments on a royal theme (including a cake) will be served and a raffle held. This is an open meeting and members of the public are very welcome to attend at £3 each. 
Other future events 
 On June 8th 11 members will be going to the Wyvern Theatre, Swindon to see “Lottie’s War’  
 Oaksey fete on Saturday 2nd July - the WI will run the cake stall. 
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 Our Summer outing on 14th July is a trip to Chavenage House with cream tea. Cost to members is £4.50 for the tea. Please contact Jean as soon as possible if you want to come along. 
For further information, contact: 

Secretary  Jean Bennett 577485 jeanbennett@tesco.net   

Mother’s Union  
We had our May meeting the day before I wrote this and enjoyed having Cathy Reynolds, the Deanery Leader of Chippenham Deanery, who came to talk to us about her deanery and we heard about her plans for her deanery festival which we expect to attend in July at Marshfield church. We are thinking about joining Chippenham Deanery as an independent branch and will now need to really have some careful thoughts and make up our minds about joining. We have been thinking about it for some time, but must now come to a decision. We already join them for Deanery festivals - they came to Crudwell last year and we shall be with them this year, so we are already used to sharing these days. Otherwise we should meet in our deanery in the usual way unless there was something special, and we should send representatives from our branch to 

their Deanery committee meetings - more thoughts in a month or two. 
In June we have our summer outing and on June 9th we are meeting at Ashton Keynes for another church visit followed by a pub lunch. Last summer we met at Oaksey and had an excellent visit to their very special church, and Ashton Keynes will be very good in a different way. We much look forward to that.   So hopefully see you all then.  

Jane Gibbs 577282   
Dean Farm. 
Walkers may see tall fences being erected around some of the grass fields close to the farm buildings in the middle of Dean Farm.  This is to enable us to graze red deer for eventual sale as venison.  Special gates will be positioned on the footpath routes.  Deer tend to move away from people, but please keep strictly to the footpaths and keep your dogs on leads at all times, even if it appears that there are no deer in that particular field. 
I would just like to emphasise that the public footpaths across the farm will remain open, as at present. 
Also, there are wide margins around many of our arable fields. These are either specially planted with seed mixtures to benefit wildlife, or left uncultivated for ground nesting birds such as skylarks and lapwings.  These margins must not be walked over. 
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Thank you very much for your co-operation. 
Juliet Todd   

 Oaksey Cricket Club  
The Club is seeking a volunteer to be its Secretary. Please contact Arun Desai on 01666 577592 or e-mail him at  arun259@btinternet.com to discuss the appointment. 
With the support of funding from our Sponsor, Equimedia, the shower room in the Pavilion has been refurbished with full length splash panels in acrylic and new showerheads.  Club members will paint the ceilings, larger walls and the woodwork to make the Pavilion more welcoming.  Thank you to Andrew Burgess for enabling this improvement to the Pavilion. 
The season is well underway with some mixed fortunes in terms of results and 2 cancelled matches because of heavy rain.  The friendlies yielded valuable match practice but the first League match against Sherston was lost because of dropped catches!!  Not daunted by this setback, Oaksey beat the much-fancied Adelstrop the following week so it is all square at the moment.  The cancelled matches were the 2 

Wednesday evening fixtures so the T20 league hasn’t got off the ground for us. 
Results: 
7 May: Sherston Magna v Oaksey 
 Sherston Magna 200-7 (18 pts) Andy Steward 3-47 
 Oaksey 183-7 (7 pts) Tom Cook 61, Patrick Lawrence 43 
 Sherston Magna won by 17 runs 
14 May: Adlestrop v Oaksey 
 Oaksey 180-10 (19 pts) Tom Cook 61, Dan Bye 41 
 Adlestrop 148-10 (7 pts) Ken Lane 3-22, Andy Steward 3-24, Dan Bye 3-57 
 Oaksey won by 32 runs 
Fixtures: 
CDCA Saturday League (all 2 pm start) 
 4 Jun vs Oakridge A 
 11 Jun vs Longborough and Sezincote A 
 18 Jun  vs Avening and Cherington H 
 25 Jun vs Cricklade H  
Wednesday T20 League (all 6.30 pm start) 
 8 Jun vs Tetbury H 
 15 Jun vs Cirencester H 
 22 Jun vs Malmesbury H 
Junior Coaching 
Well – we have been overwhelmed by the response and support from parents 
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of those interested in cricket coaching for their young ones.  We have now held 4 Sunday coaching sessions with latterly over 20 young people attending.  We have risen to the challenge by bringing in additional players from our senior team to support our coaching staff and to make sure the kids really are getting the sort of coaching they need to give them a life -  long love of the game and keep them coming back for more.  The sessions end with a 20 minute “200” match which, on Sunday, 15th May, was tantalisingly close.   
We plan on splitting into the 2 age groups soon – U9 and U11 – so we can develop their skills further.  And then start playing some friendlies against other clubs. 
It is not too late to come and join us – Sundays at 10.30 to 12 at Oaksey Playing Field.  Why not just come along and watch – coffees and snacks available.  What better way to spend a sunny Sunday morning before getting stuck in to the gardening? 
Contact:  Head of Youth Coaching, Mark Nicholls h: 01666 577728 or m: 07818 407061.   

Arun Desai 01666 577592   
Oaksey's Village Fete - July 2nd 
Enclosed with the Village News is a programme giving all the attractions for our Village Fete on Saturday July 2nd. However before then - here are a few 

reminders of how you can help make it a great success. 
Why not bake a cake for the W.I. Cake Stall (contact Jenny Moody on 575 004, or sort out a few bottles for our Bottle Stall (Nick Mangnall on 577982) or the Tombola (Gill Neilson on 577544). The Plant and produce Stall needs your donations (Kevin McKenna on 575 179). 
Bric-a-Brac is needed, so turn out all whose unwanted presents, white elephants, books, DVD's, china, glassware etc. To pass on your donations contact Fred Price at Garden Cottage, the Street (577955), who will store them until Fete day. (no electrical goods or clothes). For the children's section we need toys, puzzles, and books and DVD's (no soft toys). Thanks for your support.  

Fred Price   
Cribbage  
We are looking for anyone interested in playing Crib for the Wheatsheaf, Oaksey. The team plays in the Cirencester & District Cribbage League  
And has been going for about 25 years. 
For more details, contact Mike Bye on 07753 744040 or 01666 577147 

Mike Bye  
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 Oaksey Football Club 
Wanted : U11 
Players! 
From September 2016 Oaksey u11s will be playing in the north wilts youth football league (u12s) and we’re looking to expand our squad. 
(Matches will be on Sunday mornings.) 
Training is currently held at Oaksey Playing Field from 9:30 – 11:00am on Saturday mornings. 
If you’re in current year 5 or 6 and are looking to join a friendly local squad, please contact Jack Priestnall on 07944 879251 or by email at jackoaksey@gmail.com. 

  Oaksey youth football club is part of the Cotswold friendly league – all our coaches are fa qualified level 1 and crb checked and offer a positive learning environment where children receive maximum encouragement to reach their full potential. 
 

Richard's Plant Sale 
Once again I would like to thank all those who supported my Plant Sale at the Village Hall on May 14th, for the Brain Tumour Charity in memory of my wife. We raised a magnificent £203. The next sale is on June 4th. 

Richard Jackson   
Oaksey Community Speed Watch 
Does vehicle speeding concern 
you? 
We have in Oaksey a Community Speed Watch team to monitor speeding vehicles.  Those that do speed have their details sent to the police for action. 
Also, the presence of a couple of the team in high visibility jackets and a 'speed gun' certainly slows them down. 
We want to be more effective and that means increasing our presence on the roadside.  So, we need more volunteers. 
The commitment is not onerous.  It is a two-hour course at Police HQ in Devizes one evening.  Then we rota to fit in with volunteer's available time, and we are only at the roadside for 30/45 minutes. 
Interested? Please contact me: 

Frank Soden 01666 577210 franksoden@aol.com 
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 Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 
 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  (term time only) at 10am to 12. in Oaksey Village Hall 
 

New-borns to school age, with mums, dads and grandparents 
 

All welcome. We have a great selection of toys and activities, and pause for a drink or snack mid-morning 
 

For further information, contact Barbara on 01666 577 734 
 

Friday Club 
Many thanks once again to all our members for your support of Friday Club this year. We screened 10 films with a mixture of current and World cinema releases which were enjoyed by members. 
We will be taking a break for the summer and Friday Club will resume on Friday 2nd September when subscriptions will be due. 
New members are always welcome and if you would be interested in joining Friday Club or would like more 

information please contact Judith 01285 770301 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club 
At our April meeting, long established demonstrator Margaret Murray entertained the audience whilst demonstrating under the title of Inspirations. Margaret did not fail to inspire while she produced an array of varied arrangements which included foliage collected from her garden.  A demonstrator whose experience, knowledge of flower arranging and plant foliage was shared with our members to make a charming evening. 
Future meetings 
15th June. An evening garden visit to “Cerney House Gardens”, North Cerney.  GL7 7BX.  free to club members £5 to guests. 6pm. for 6.30. 
July 20th Cath Brown from Batheaston will call her demonstration “The Power of Flowers”. 
August 17th we will hold our annual Strawberry Tea, at the home of one of our members. 
Looking forward. 
June 1st the club will be hosting a day workshop (Designs for Summer) tutored by Michael Bowyer MBE from Salisbury.  
September 8th.  Trip to Sir Roy Strong’s garden “The Lasket”, Herefordshire.  
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September 17th & 18th Oaksey flower festival, produce show and scarecrow trail. 
Club news 
The flower arranging course that is currently running, is proving popular and is well attended. 

Margaret 01285 770 639  
Health & Wellbeing Champion 
Supporting individuals to live independent, happy, healthy and fulfilling lives by offering information on a variety of topics. Working to improve outcomes for people by representing their needs at decision making levels. 
 Information to empower individuals to make decisions about their lives 
 Responding to calls of help from individuals who need support to maintain a happy and healthy lifestyle 
 Offering options to support health, transport, finance & emotional issues 
 Supporting individuals to access provision & services to ensure their needs are met wherever possible 
 Work with local groups to strengthen & encourage membership and ensure sustainability for the group 
 Supporting new activities & projects 

 Working with ‘Local Champions’ to increase capacity in supporting vulnerable people. 
Ellen Blacker 07557 922020 ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk  

  Services 
Group Holy Communion service at Hankerton on Sunday, 12th June at 10am.  
A further reminder that there will be a special Group Holy Communion service at Oaksey on Sunday, 31st July at 11am to celebrate the formal creation of the Braydon Brook Benefice. The PCC is delighted to announce that Bishop Mike of Bristol will be in attendance at the service. The service will be followed by a Bring & Share lunch in the Village Hall. Please make a note in your diaries. 
Church Cleaning Day 
As previously advised, this will take place on Saturday, 4th June at 10am, followed by a lunchtime barbecue and Pimms cocktails at the back of the Church. This year, we will again be carrying out maintenance work outside the Church as well as in the Church, so, if you are able to help out, please bring along your 
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gardening implements, such as pruning & lopping shears, wheelbarrows, petrol strimmers etc. Your continued efforts will be greatly appreciated by the P.C.C. 
Oaksey Lunch Club 
The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 15th June at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per head. Unless you are known as a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) know by Wednesday, 8th June if you are planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 01666 577956  j.falkingham@tesco.net  
Rector Message 
The Servant Queen, and the King She Serves  
June sees the ‘official’ celebrations of the Queen’s 90th birthday and this milestone will be marked in many different ways across our villages. Whatever our political persuasions, there is no doubt that the Queen’s long reign has seen some of the most profound changes in human history. The Cold War, the 4-minute mile, space travel, Concord, the EEC, Northern Ireland, Devolution, the Falklands 

conflict, the Gulf War, communications technology and the rise of the internet – Queen Elizabeth has reigned through them all. In doing so, the Queen has become a symbol of our national identity and our shared heritage. Throughout the years, the Queen has always maintained a steadfast and sincere Christian faith. 
Christianity has a complex relationship with the concept of monarchy, and in fact with the whole concept of power. The first Christians were often accused of being seditious revolutionaries and were persecuted accordingly, while Jesus himself was crucified in part for claiming to be the ‘King of the Jews’. Both charges were false: Jesus’ status as Messiah went far beyond any political office, and the early church went out of its way to ‘fear God and honour the emperor’ (1 Peter 2:17). Yet at the same time the ‘Gospel’ (the ‘good news’) does challenge all human forms of power. Jesus did not claim to be a human political figure, but his teaching and actions were often radical in their blessing of the poor and the outcast and in their uncompromising condemnation of injustice. The first Christians were extreme pacifists, but they died for their conviction that ultimately Jesus was Lord, and the Emperor was not. 
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In the end, for Christians, human forms of government and authority are necessary if human beings are to live in society. However, such power is always to be exercised so that others may flourish. Power is never to be hoarded, exploited or abused. As followers of Jesus, the Christians are often called to ‘speak truth to power’, especially in safeguarding the rights of the most vulnerable and marginalized. At the same time, the Church must recognize those times when it too misuses the power it has. All of us are accountable to Christ for the way we use the power we have been given, because Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the ultimate 

authority. As the bible puts it: ‘whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been created by him and for him’ (Colossians 1:16). 
This is as true for Queen Elizabeth as for the rest of us, and it is something of which she is keenly aware. A recent book published to celebrate the Queen’s Christian faith on her 90th birthday is entitled The Servant Queen, and the King She Serves. So as we mark this historic milestone and we give thanks for our Queen in our different ways, may we aware of our own attitudes to power, to service and to the common good.    
With prayers and best wishes 
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