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Oaksey Autumn Festival   17 – 18 September 2016 
Our Autumn Festival is to be held over the weekend of 17 – 18 September. The main event will be the Flower Festival in our beautiful All Saints Church, with a special opportunity for everyone to view the unique 15th Century wall paintings.  This is the first time that such a festival has been held in our Church for over 20 years.  With support from the North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club, the event will run all weekend and the overall theme will be “Looking back at Oaksey in the 20th Century.” 
The topics covered at the Flower Festival will include the Grand National, World War II and the Nuremburg Trials, the Pub in the early 1920’s, the Forge, Farming, the W.I., Clattinger Farm, famed for the Oaksey lily and the orchids, now owned by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Oaksey weddings and the butcher’s shop.  The magnificent wall paintings will highlight the displays and the flowers will be glorious. 

All proceeds from the flower festival will go towards the cleaning and restoration of the wall paintings and repairs to the Church roof.  
The event will coincide with a Produce Show in the Village Hall on Saturday and the renowned Scarecrow Trail with scarecrows being displayed throughout the village and beyond, with prizes to be won. The scarecrow theme for 2016 is “Around the World.” Funds raised from the Produce Show and Scarecrow Trail will go to the Village Hall. 
The weekend will end with a Harvest Festival Service in the Church at 5 p.m. on Sunday,  
18 September, which we hope everyone will attend to mark the end of our Autumn Festival celebration. 
A preview evening of the flower display will be held on Friday 16 September, from 6 to 8 pm, in All Saints Church with a reception, including champagne and canapes, at a cost of £10 per ticket.  Tickets are available from Nick Mangnall on 01666 577982 or Email: nickjmangnall@gmail.com or from the Village shop. Anyone wishing to make donations for the Church should make 
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cheques payable to All Saints Church, Oaksey. 
This will be a wonderful weekend with refreshments in the Village Hall, an open pub and a scarecrow trail to follow!  Invite your friends to come and enjoy all that Oaksey has to offer!  Flower Festival Tickets on Saturday and Sunday are just £3 with a programme and will be available at the Church. 
This Autumn Festival is very much a celebration of village life and we would encourage everyone to take part, either by entering the produce show or making a scarecrow.  We will also need help with making cakes for teas in the Village Hall (and serving the teas), manning the Church, and selling programmes on Saturday and Sunday. This will only take an hour or two of your time. Volunteers are asked to contact Nick Mangnall (577982, Jenny Payne (577455), Ros Taubenheim (575458) or Catherine Woodward (577701) 

 
Parish Council 

 
It’s great to see the new playground ready and in full swing. Once parents have had their turn (no doubt inspired by the Olympic gymnasts) please let the kids have a play! Seriously, it’s a marvellous 

effort and we now need to think about phase 2 which will require some serious fund raising locally and also with national organisations. To help this along please come to the Barn Dance in the Village Hall on September 24th where there will be lots of opportunity to enjoy yourself and also help the children’s playground fund. 
I held a meeting with the Police and Wiltshire Council recently about some of the cycle races that take place through the Village. After many serious complaints about cyclists ignoring traffic signs and riding dangerously I am working with the Authorities to try to get these races properly marshalled or re-routed away from Oaksey. If you have any photos of incidents or would help us record some (the Police have requested this) then please let me know. 
Please reserve some time on the weekend of October 1st/2nd to help us plant bulbs along the verges of the Village. If you are a significant verge owner and have any concerns over this please let us know (email below), otherwise Wiltshire have given us permission to plant bulbs and place a number of planters next Spring along with our hanging baskets in conspicuous places. The village competition is next summer and the verges and gardens will hopefully look a treat for the judges. Anita Renyard is helping to coordinate the work- anitarenyard@gmail.com please let her know your availability and we will sort out the teams for planting. 
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I have had a few suggestions that some allotments would be welcome in the village for those who want to expand their agricultural ambitions. If you are interested, then please let myself or any parish Councillor know (all email addresses are on-line) and we will look at the possibilities. 
You will hopefully also remember that we are having a village flower and produce show in the church on the weekend of 16th-18th September. At this time, we are also hoping that your scarecrow based on the ‘around the world’ theme will also be on show. Details are available in the newsletter and at other village locations. Thinking caps on and let’s have a wonderful display. 

Richard Moody Chairman – Parish Council   

 
We wish to apologise to all our neighbours who were disturbed by the school fire alarm persistently ringing during the early hours of the morning until mid-morning the next day in the middle of August. We do realise this is a particularly irritating noise which can disturb sleep and are very sorry that this occurred. 

Unfortunately, there had been a prolonged power cut in the school which meant the fire alarm rang continuously and we are working with the fire alarm company to organise a cut out program. We had been contacted by our burglar alarm company as a notification had been made to them (and also Wiltshire Police) but they were not able to deal with this as it was not their alarm. As the three main key holders were also away it was not until mid-morning that it could be dealt with by a member of staff. 
We are aware this happened before around eighteen months ago and we wish to reiterate the apology we gave then. We will do our utmost to ensure the prolonged ringing of the alarm does not happen again. 

Ursula Scott Headteacher   

Oaksey WI  
Oaksey WI has had a busy and enjoyable summer! 
• At Oaksey Fete on 2nd July the WI ran the cake stall with a popular, colourful stall, and hamper for a raffle which contained favourite delights. Many thanks to all who donated cakes. The W.l Middleton cup was won by Amy Lovesey. All pupils from Oaksey School entered the competition (draw a flower) this year and there was a prize for each class. A 
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scrapbook containing all the children's pictures will be on display at the church flower festival in September.  
• Our wooden planter filled with beautiful flowers and a plaque celebrating The Queen’s 90th birthday is now on display at the Village Hall.  
• On 14th July we had our summer outing to Chavenage House with a very interesting talk and tour and delicious cakes for tea.  
• 29th July our coffee morning was held at. Liz's tearooms.  
• Our August meeting was a garden party at Jean Bennett's on a lovely sunny afternoon. Pimms on arrival, raffle, bring & buy stall, a walk around Jean and Colin’s lovely productive garden and a game of boules won by Jenny. The competition for the most perfect flower was won by Gerda. A delicious tea was enjoyed by all.  
For the Autumn 
September 6th- Jenny and Liz F will attend a new speakers morning in Gloucester. 
Future meetings  
Thursday 8th September at 7.15pm ‘The history of scarves and how to tie them’ A talk and demonstration by Anne Fischer. Members please bring a scarf.  
30th September 10am - coffee morning at Liz's tearooms.  

13th October-a talk on Mary Queen of Scots given by Gillian White. This is an open meeting starting at 7.15pm -all welcome. 
Oaksey WI meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Village Hall. New members always welcome. 
For further information, contact: - 

Secretary  Jean Bennett 577485 jeanbennett@tesco.net   

Mother’s Union  
Our September meeting will be on Wednesday the 7th (note, not our usual Thursday) at 10 am in Sherston church for our Mothers' Union Wave of Prayer.  This is when we pray for our linked branches overseas and know that they are praying for us. We are linked to branches in India and Africa - no one seems to realise what an enormous worldwide organisation the Mothers' Union is. We are seen here in our small and generally elderly branches and seem unable to publicise the fact that we have branches in at least 80 other countries in the world and the membership is in thousands and growing. We have recently had our own branch links changed because there are so many new ones overseas all needing to be linked to branches here there has had to be a 
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great reorganisation and we link with prayer and with luck sometimes exchange visits. 

 
In November we are back to our Thursday meetings, when we meet here in Crudwell church on Thursday the 10th at 10 am to have talk about the work of the Mission Aviation Fellowship, M.A.F, who fly small aeroplanes to generally inaccessible places in Africa, Papua New Guinea, Australia and like the Mothers' Union spreading, taking missionaries, doctors and medical supplies and fetching people needing urgent medical help to places that are otherwise unreachable with traffic overland. A wonderful service and we look forward to hearing about it. 

Jane Gibbs 577282  
An enjoyable Fete Day  
Once again we were blessed with fine weather on our Fete day. The proceedings were opened by Lord 

Oaksey, who paid tribute to the many people who gave of their time and effort to make the day a success, and particularly to the group of mum and dads currently working towards providing great new play equipment for our youngsters on the Playing Field.  
During the afternoon we had races, tug-of-war, cricket, football, and dancing and singing by Minety Dance Academy in the Hall. The stalls and the barbeque were busy, and the money raised has now been distributed. Beneficiaries include the Church, the Village Hall, the School, W.I., Mothers and Toddlers, Youth Club, the Playing Field Trust and the sports clubs.  
A great day, and thanks to all who contributed.  

Fred Price  
Oaksey Cricket Club  
With 2 matches to play, Oaksey Cricket club is at the top of the CDCA League Div 1 but need to win to both to guarantee the Championship title.  The last match is at home on 3 September so your support would be welcome. 
In the last 2 months, the Club has beaten the much-fancied rivals with great aplomb.  Star batsmen has been Hector Withrow, ably supported by Tom Cook, Patrick Lawrence and Ben Langridge.  The bowlers have also contributed to the 
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victories, notably Dan Bye (5 for 9), Andy Steward and Ben Langridge. 
The details speak for themselves: 
Oaksey v Sherston Magna Oaksey 118-10 (2 pts) Andy Steward 30,  Sherston Magna 119-3 (19 pts) Ken Lane 2-31 Sherston Magna won by 7 wkts 
Oaksey v Adlestrop Oaksey 155-9 (18 pts) Patrick Lawrence 53 Adlestrop 129-10 (6 pts) 29, Ade Prim 4-13, Hector Whitrow 3-15 Oaksey won by 7 wkts 
Barnsley Beeches v Oaksey  Oaksey 263-4 (19 pts) Hector Whitrow 104* (35 balls, 12 sixes), Tom Cook 54, Ben Langridge 50 Barnsley 219-9 (7 pts) Ben Langridge 4-53 Oaksey won by 44 runs 
Cricklade v Oaksey Oaksey 201-7 (20 pts) Hector Whitrow 40, Patrick Lawrence 34*, Dan Bye 30 Cricklade 89-10 (3 pts) Hector Whitrow 3-9, Andy Steward 3-30 Oaksey won by 112 runs 
Oaksey v South Cerney Oaksey 291-5 (20 pts) Tom Cook 85, Ben Langridge 73*, Hector Whitrow 68 South Cerney 84-10 (2 pts) Dan Bye 5-9, Ben Langridge 2-18 Oaksey won by 207 runs 
Junior Cricket: A successful introduction to junior coaching was concluded on 21 August with 12 youngsters turning up.  The coaching staff are pleased with the 

progress and hope to enter teams in the appropriate leagues next season.  Equimedia sponsored the juniors’ shirts. Once again, the Club is grateful for this splendid support received from Andrew Burgess. 
On 10 September, a charity match between a Richard Hiscock XI and Oaksey will be played at Oaksey to raise funds for prostate cancer research. Richard played for Oaksey for many years and is now a Vice-President and supporter (when he can).  Details of the fund raising will be announced shortly. Richard’s son Robert will captain Richard’s team. 
Please support this cause.   

Arun Desai 01666 577592  
Oakey FC senior side. 
The 2015-6 season was a tough one for Oaksey’s men’s footballers. 
The first team finished bottom of the M4 Karting Cirencester & District Football League for the first time in more than 20 years whilst the second team eventually disbanded after the season ended. It had become increasingly difficult to raise two sides. Sadly, there is little doubt that men’s adult football is declining as young men find more and more things to do. 
However, the remaining side seems to be in good heart with a surprisingly good team spirit and maybe a season (hopefully only one!) in division two will be no bad thing. 

Phil Rice 
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 Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 
 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  (term time only) at 10am to 12. in Oaksey Village Hall 
 

New-borns to school age, with mums, dads and grandparents 
 

All welcome. We have a great selection of toys and activities, and pause for a drink or snack mid-morning 
 

For further information, contact Barbara on 01666 577 734 
 

 
Oaksey Midweek Walkers  
We have had some wonderful walks this summer. The last two on glorious summer days. Our July walk was a circular route from the Highwayman Inn at Elkstone via Duntisborne Abbas, and August’s walk was from The Trouble House via Ashley and Trull. 
The September walk will be on Tuesday 20th September at 10.00am. Regulars will be notified by email as to joining 

instructions. New members please contact Liz as below: - 
Liz Fleming liz@jacfleming.plus.com  

Wonderful Flower Display 
We live in Wheatsheaf Lane, nearly opposite the Wheatsheaf pub. I would just like to draw the villages' attention to the beautiful array of flowers outside our pub this year. The proprietors have worked so hard at making the pub attractive to the eye. I would like to show our appreciation for making our road so pretty and colourful. 

Margaret Morgan  
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust proudly presents Country Comes to Town. 
On the 24th of September Wiltshire Wildlife Trust will be holding their annual Country Comes to Town event in Devizes market square, where you can experience Wiltshire’s rich wildlife right in the heart of Devizes. This will be the events forth year and will be the biggest and best yet. 
There will be plenty of wildlife experiences and activities on offer; you can meet some of the trusts precision grazing team of cows and sheep, or have a go at country crafts and explore your creative side with natural art. Maybe you would like to get up close and personal with birds of prey, identify wildlife and 
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learn about forest school and bush craft skills? Come along, try the wonderful meat products and buy homemade cake plus a whole lot more. 
It’s a free event and a great day out for all of the family. All donations on the day will go towards the trust to help preserve Wiltshire’s environment. 

 
Friday Club  
Friday 2nd September 2016  
JOY 
Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts at 8pm. 
If any members wish to bring a guest, then the entrance charge will be £3.50 per person. Seating is limited so please call Judith on 01285 770301 to book 
Subscriptions for the year will be due on Friday 2nd September    
If you would like to become a member, then please contact me. 

Judith 01285 770301  
Christian Aid  
This year’s Poole Keynes Christian Aid collection was £231.67 
Thank you to all those who donated 

 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower Club 
The flower clubs July meeting was held in Crudwell village hall and was attended by a large group of members. The club is always pleased to welcome visitors, we were pleased to see yet again some new faces and hope that they enjoyed the evening. We were all treated to a demonstration by Cath Brown who is a member of Bradford-On-Avon flower club and was part of the Gold Medal winning team at Chelsea last year, “The Power of Flowers”. Was the title and did not disappoint. 
Future meeting 
September 21st Mildred Stafford will demonstrate under the title of “Throw Caution to the Wind”.  
October 19th AGM and talk by Sue Carter, Head gardener for National Trust Lacock. (Gardening for Bees) 
November 16th is the date for our Christmas event, to be held at the Sundial Theatre in Cirencester.  An evening with Demonstrator Nigel Whyles Deck the Halls. Tickets are now available at £10 for members and £12 for guests. 
Looking forward. 
September 17th & 18th Oaksey flower festival, produce show and scarecrow trail. The flower club will be involved with creating floral displays in the church. The theme will be looking back at Oaksey in the 20th century. There will be a preview evening on Friday 16th; the church will then be open on Saturday 
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17th and Sunday 18th concluding with a harvest festival service at 5pm on the Sunday.  
September 28th flower arranging classes to resume. These will take place in Crudwell village hall, if you would like to know more or are interested in booking a place, please contact on the number below. 
Flower club meetings take place at Crudwell Village Hall on the third Wednesday of the month, seven for seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come and join us, visitors and new members are always welcome. 

Margaret 01285 770 639  
Do you know your neighbour? 
Would you notice if the bins weren’t put out? 
When did you last see them? 
What did you say? 
What is their name? 
Would you give them a lift? 
Would you water their plants when they’re away? 

It's about knowing someone to say hello to and have a cup of tea with, having something to do you enjoy, joining in and feeling welcome and most of all including everyone, especially those people who can sometimes find life a bit tricky. Go on, say Hello! 
Ellen Blacker 07557 922020 ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk  

Oaksey Choir 
After three extremely successful years providing the musical support for the Oaksey Church Carol Service (and on several other occasions), we are now looking forward to the next one on Saturday 17th December 2016! 
We are hoping that we can again assemble a Choir to lead the Carols in four-part harmony and deliver a couple of solo seasonal Anthems.  As before. this will not entail a huge commitment, just two or three rehearsal beforehand (dates to be agreed), but we will need a reasonably balanced group of singers, comfortable with reading music. 
We are a friendly local group who are looking for a few additional volunteers 
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(particularly tenors and basses) so, if this could be you, do please get in touch. 
Tony & Liz Fleming liz@jacfleming.plus.com 01666 575229 

  Services 
Morning Prayer at Oaksey at 8.30am each day from Monday, 5th September until Thursday, 8th September. 
There will be a Group Holy Communion service at Charlton on Sunday, 11th September at 10am.  
The Oaksey Harvest Festival service will be held on Sunday, 18th September at 5pm. 
Dates for your Diary 
Sunday, 11th December - Nativity service @ 11am. 
Carols by Candlelight service - Saturday, 17th December @ 5pm. 
Christmas Day service - Sunday, 25th December @ 11am.  
Oaksey Lunch Club 
The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 21st September at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per head. Unless you are known as a ‘regular’, please let Miriam 

(577689) know by Wednesday, 14th September if you are planning to come. 
Jerry Falkingham 01666 577956  j.falkingham@tesco.net   

Rector Message 
September has always been a special month for me. Along with the excitement of a new school term, there’s also the feeling that the seasons are beginning to change, summer is almost over and autumn is on its way. September has always been a month of new beginnings.   
One new beginning will be for Vernon Manfield from Minety. After a long period of training, Vernon will be made a Licensed Lay Minister for our churches in a service at Bristol Cathedral later this month.  This is a great achievement, as Vernon has combined his training with continuing to run his own business and chairing a significant charity. I have been truly impressed by Vernon’s hard work, but even more so by his positive attitude and by his infectious faith. Vernon is a great example of continuing to look ahead, to look for new beginnings. 
Our churches are doing this as well. In the summer we held conversations with over eighty people to help us find out about what our churches have been doing well and what our hopes for the future might be.  This autumn we will be looking at our findings and using them to discover some new ways to connect with 
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our villages. I don’t know (yet) what we will decide to try, but I know it’s going to be an exciting time. 
I’m writing this during the Olympics. I’m a great armchair sports fan, and the amazing achievements I’m busy watching on TV have reminded me of these verses from the bible: ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.’(Philippians 3:13-14). St Paul’s taking about faith as a race that we 

can run positively and with hope, not looking backwards over our shoulder but focusing on the finish line and on the future. 
That’s a good note on which to begin September! I hope you are able to look to the future with anticipation, and I hope that you too can enjoy some new beginnings this season! 
With prayers and best wishes 
Rev’d Phil 
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