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The village really came alive in 
September. The flower show was 
incredible. I can’t thank enough all of the 
organisers and participants who created 
such a marvellous display. It would be 
risky to name individuals as so many 
were involved so I would just like to 
express my admiration for the talent on 
show and the enjoyment it gave to all 
who visited. It must have been heart-
breaking to take the exhibits down this 
week. In addition, the produce show and 
scarecrows played their part in bringing 
the village together and giving us all real 
enjoyment at the creative spirit present 
in all of us-sometimes we have to dig 
pretty deep, but it’s there! 

By the time you read this we will have 
experienced the Barn Dance in aid of the 
playground fund. Pretty sure this will be 
a lively and friendly affair with many of 
us finally confirming that those two left 

feet operate whatever dance we are 
attempting! 

If you have missed these village events, 
please try to engage with future 
activities. Villages can offer so much to 
those who participate in voluntary work 
or entertainments and Oaksey has lots to 
offer. 

We will have had our bulb planting 
Saturday on the 1st October and we’ll 
see the results next spring. There will be 
another chance to help in March/April 
when we need to install a few large 
planters in the village. 

There have been a few large functions in 
the Village Hall which have caused 
parking and traffic problems. Some very 
inconsiderate parking on the verges and 
also too close to the chicanes has 
stopped traffic passing. Please do not 
park near to the chicanes at events or on 
school drop off as traffic may be unable 
to pass waiting vehicles. We may need to 
recommend further action if 
inconsiderate drivers fail to heed these 
warnings. 

Congratulations to Oaksey cricket for 
winning the league and gaining 
promotion. They will face some more 
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challenges next season and I wish them 
every success. 

On a serious note we are now a step 
nearer to completing our 
Neighbourhood Plan which has 
unfortunately been made much more 
difficult because of Wiltshire Council’s 
inexplicable decision to allow building 
outside our approved settlement 
boundary. They have offered no 
explanation for setting aside our 
boundary in secret and without any 
consultation at all despite explicit 
assurances in their own strategic plan. 
The precedent is very worrying. This 
matter has caused serious concern to the 
Parish Council, the Neighbourhood 
Planning groups and all interested in 
planning a boundary which reflects the 
village’s need for affordable, smaller 
homes and not the large detached 
homes sought by developers. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

Watch where you park! 

The gravelled driveway adjacent to the 
Village Shop and Post Office is actually a 
private driveway and part of three 
homes' garden.  It does not form a 
parking or turning area for members of 
the public wishing to use the amenities 
of the adjacent premises. There is 
adequate parking roadside and in the 
lay-by on Flintham Hill. Despite clear 
signage it would appear that many 
people in the village appear to think that 

it is acceptable to park or turn using the 
driveway.  I would ask one question 

- "How would you like someone parking 
in your garden?" 

 
 

 

Oaksey CE Primary School – September 
2016 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs 
Marett back to working with the Class 1 
teachers and children following her 
maternity leave, where she will be 
working on a Monday to Wednesday and 
Mrs Mazey will be working Thursday and 
Friday.  

The school is continuing with the 
collaboration with Sutton Benger 
Primary School but is also working with a 
wider group of schools, Crudwell, Lea 
and Garsdon, Minety and Brinkworth 
Earl Danby Primary Schools under the 
name of the Hobbes Alliance. The 
schools are looking for ways to share 
data, resources and opportunities for the 
children to widen their learning 
experiences. 

Oaksey School hosted a small schools 
cricket competition for Year 3, 4 and 5 
children with Crudwell, Lea and Garsdon 
and Sutton Benger Schools. The weather 
was excellent and the children’s skills 
really developed during the three 
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matches. We currently have ‘Roaring 
Rugby’ coaches in school helping the 
children prepare for tag rugby 
competitions in Minety and also Tops 
Activity competition for the Year 3 and 4 
children. 

The last week in September sees our 
Residential visit for the Year 4, 5 and 6 
children to Aberdare in South Wales and 
the younger children are holding a ‘Farm 
to Fork’ week, which includes a visit to 
Roves Farm amongst many other 
activities. More news of this next month! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Success at Last! 

SENIOR YOUTH CLUB will start running 
again after several years in the doldrums.  
All interested seniors (ages 12 – 18) are 
invited to a FREE get together (with 
Pizza) in the Village Hall on Tuesday 4 
October, 7.30 – 9.00pm.  This is an 
opportunity to meet with Kat, the 
exciting new leader, to share ideas about 
what you can do and achieve together.  
Among other things we would like to you 
design a new logo and invent a new 
name. 

Are you age 19 – 109 and interested in 
supporting our young people at the club? 
We are looking for potential volunteers 
to work with us as little as once a term to 
help Kat, our new youth worker, to make 
the club a safe and vibrant place to be.  
Find out more at Oaksey village Hall on 
Monday 10 October at 7.30 over a glass 

of wine.  Kat has worked in London with 
a variety of young people and has lots of 
experience working with volunteers – so 
you can be sure she will make your 
involvement interesting and rewarding. 

Miriam Nicholls 
 
 

Mother’s Union  

North Wilts Deanery Branch of the 
Mothers' Union, Bristol Diocese 

I have made a very bad mistake in my 
newsletter last month - our next meeting 
is in OCTOBER, not November, and we 
meet in Crudwell church on Thursday, 
the 13rh October at 10.0 a.m. as usual, 
and then I was correct in saying we will 
have a talk about Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (M.A.F) and their small 
aeroplanes which fly in all sorts of 
remote places taking missionaries and 
doctors and supplies and fetching 
seriously ill people to hospital saving 
lives in places where they would 
otherwise not get to medical care.   They 
are an amazing organisation and will be 
worth hearing about - we would very 
much welcome anyone who is 
interested.   So please forgive my 
dreadful error - and thanks to the friend 
who pointed it out to me. - and come and 
be impressed with the work M.A.F. does. 

So now on to really November, when we 
meet on Thursday the 10th at Sherston 
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church when the Rev. Susan Harvey, one 
of our members, is giving us some 
reflections on the Prodigal Son.    This will 
give us much food for thought and we 
look forward to Susan's talk which will 
give us a peaceful pause before we go 
into the Christmas season.    Then we 
shall have our Christmas meeting at 
Minety and details of that in my next 
newsletter. 

With humble apologies 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

In September we had a talk on scarves 
entitled “All tied up!” by Anne Fisher. She 
gave us a brief history and showed us 
some of her fascinating collection of 
scarves 

including valuable items, collector’s 
pieces and others that were just 
favourites! 

We were then shown various ways of 
tying square and long scarves and were 
surprised how this could be done to 
excellent effect and for differing 
occasions. All of which we were able to 
try during the evening (with varying 
success!!) 

Refreshments were served by Margaret 
and Helen and the usual raffle was held. 

Arrangements were made for our AGM 
in November and GFWI Tim Poole Cup 
this year is to produce a programme for 
your WI to attract new members. Liz 
Fleming and Liz Kirkham will take this 
forward. 

Jenny and Liz Fleming attended a new 
speakers morning recently.  The speakers 
were very interesting and gave food for 
thought on next year’s programme. 

We entered a basket of vegetables from 
members’ gardens at The Produce Show. 
The Middleton Cup and two scrapbooks 
containing all the children's beautiful 
floral pictures from Oaksey School, 
entered in this year’s competition, were 
on show in the church at the Flower 
Festival along with a display depicting 
the WI in the 20th Century from the early 
days.  

October Meeting 

Thursday 13th October 7.15 for 7.30pm 
“Mary Queen of Scots”   

A talk by an excellent speaker - Gillian 
White. 

This is an open meeting and we are 
inviting anyone from the village (men 
included!) to come along to hear our 
speaker.  

Visitors are charged at £3 and this 
includes WI refreshments – which are 
always popular. There will also be a 
trading stall of books, produce and 
jewellery. 

Secretary 
 Jean Bennett 577485 

jeanbennett@tesco.net 
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Oaksey Cricket 
Club 
 

A great season 
culminated with 
on a soggy Saturday (3 Sep) with all the 
matches on Saturday, 3 September in the 
Cotswold and District Association League 
1 rained off. In such circumstances, 
Oaksey Cricket Club was declared the 
champions.  This a tremendous 
achievement and congratulations to all 
the players, support staff, Vice-
Presidents and supporters.  

Promotion to the Gloucestershire 
Division of the West of England Premier 
League Division 7 is now assured after 
good co-operation from the Village Hall 
Trust.  Our thanks to the Trust, the Parish 
council, the Playing Field Trust and 
Equimedia, a major sponsor of the Club, 
for their contributions in improving the 
facilities over the last few years. 

The Club coaching staff were able to 
sustain the coaching of 32 children from 
May to September.  Well done to the 
children and parents who dedicated 
their Sunday mornings to this task.  It is 
hoped that they will return next Summer 
for further coaching and league matches 
against other junior teams. 

In the close season, we embark on fund- 
raising and preparatory work for 2017. 

Arun Desai 
01666 577592 

 
 

 
Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Barbara 
on 01666 577 734 

 

 
 

Friday Club  

Friday 7th October 2016  

Eddie the Eagle 

Starring Taron Egerton and Hugh 
Jackman 

Inspired by true events, Eddie the Eagle 
is a feel-good story about Michael 
"Eddie" Edwards, an unlikely but 
courageous British ski-jumper who never 
stopped believing in himself - even as an 
entire nation was counting him out. With 
the help of a rebellious and charismatic 
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coach, Eddie takes on the establishment 
and wins the hearts of sports fans around 
the world by making an improbable and 
historic showing at the 1988 Calgary 
Winter Olympics. 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. 

If any members wish to bring a guest, 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person. Seating is limited so please 
call Judith to book 

If you would like to become a member, 
then please contact Judith 01285 770301 

Next Month “Spotlight” Starring Mark 
Ruffalo, Michael Keaton, Rachel 
McAdams 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

Coming up 

October 19th - AGM and talk by Sue 
Carter, Head gardener for National Trust 
Lacock. (Gardening for Bees) 

November 16th. - Deck The Halls 

Bring your friends and families along to 
the Sundial Theatre in Cirencester, for an 
evening with Demonstrator Nigel 
Whyles. This is sure to be a flower filled 
amusing evening.  Tickets are now 
available at £10 for members and £12 for 

guests. Please call Gill on 01666 824813 
to book tickets. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 

For more information, please contact me 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

Royal British Legion - Kemble 
and District Branch 

Saturday 15th October 

Poppy Appeal Dance - Kemble Village 
Hall– more information from Pat Ayres – 
770385 

Wednesday 26th October  

AGM at The Tavern at 7 p.m. – all 
members welcome.  

Sunday 13th November 

This year’s Annual Remembrance Service 
will be taking place at All Saints Church, 
Somerford Keynes.    We are lucky again 
that Cirencester Band is keen to be with 
us, and the Service will start at 3 p.m.   
This Service is for everybody – not just 
Legion members. Light refreshments will 
be served after this Service in the Church. 

Sunday 27th November 

I will be contacting, by separate letter all 
those members who have already paid 
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for their tickets for the Birmingham 
Tattoo with final arrangements and 
timings etc.   

If there is anyone else, RBL Member or 
otherwise, who would like to go to this 
event please let me know as there may 
be last minute cancellations. 

Friday 9th December – Christmas Dinner 

Our Branch President, John Chilton, is 
arranging another Christmas Dinner for 
Members and their partners at The 
Thames Head and a letter will be sent out 
to all members separately with further 
details of this event. 

If you are not already a member of the 
Royal British Legion, and would like more 
information please contact me for 
details. 

Julia Clarke 
01285 770472 

Arun Desai – Vice Chairman 
 01666 577592 

 
 

Visit to Bletchley Park 

Following David Kenyon’s well received 
talk on the code breaking at Bletchley 
Park during the last war, the history 
group is proposing to visit Bletchley Park 
on Friday October 14th. We will make our 
own way there, to arrive at 10.30 for a 
conducted tour of the establishment. If 
you would like to join us there, contact 
Fred Price for more details on 577955. 

 
 

Village Hall 

There will be a meeting of the Village Hall 
Committee on Monday 3rd October at 
7.30pm. Everyone interested in the 
operation and activities at the hall is 
welcome to join us for the meeting 

Fred Price 
 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Hello!  As I write this it is a beautiful day 
and the sun is shining, but it won’t be 
long until the days get shorter as the 
nights draw in.  Sorry to bring the subject 
up, but winter is coming!  How about 
trying something different this year to 
stave off the winter blues?  Couple of 
ideas to think about: 

Using your computer?  Thinking about 
buying a Tablet?  Would you like to 
“skype” your family?  Then the Digi 
Champion group could be for you!  A very 
friendly group meet in the library every 
Wednesday between 3 and 5pm in 
Malmesbury Library and are happy to 
help and support anyone who is 
struggling to get to grips with the 
technology.  Why not pop along to see if 
they can help you?  Of course, if you are 
a whizz with technology, perhaps you 
could support others to learn?  Drop in to 
find out more. 

Time to spare?  Could you help someone 
who has been in Hospital?  The Royal 
Voluntary Service is looking for people 
who could spare an hour per week to 
visit someone who has recently come 
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home from a stay in hospital.  The duties 
may be to check all is well and perhaps 
fetch a little shopping, run the vacuum 
around, pop the washing out or just be 
there to show someone cares.  The 
commitment last for 6 weeks to support 
that person get back into the normal 
routing of life at home.  If you can help, 
call Emma Dowie on 07766 473267. 

Area Board.  Ever wondered what an 
“Area Board” is?  Did you know that it 
can offer financial support local groups 
and projects?  Why not pop along to the 
next Area Board meeting on 9th 
November in Malmesbury Town Hall.  
The meetings are friendly and informal 
and there is chance to meet and talk to 
the Councillors as well as people from all 
around our Community Area.  For more 
information, call Ollie Phipps on 01249 
709404 email: 
ollie.phipps@wiltshire.gov.uk” 

Extra Cash for you?  Do you receive 
Pension Credits and receive your water 
services from Wessex Water or Bristol 
Water?  If so, you may be entitled to a 
20% discount on your charges.  Give me 
a call to find out more. 

Benefit Cap…. Is coming.  Just a reminder 
to please, don’t ignore any letters about 
this!  We may not like or agree with the 
changes, but the rules are changing and 
you will receive a letter if it affects you or 
your household.  There is always help 
available, so call me or pop into the 
Citizens Advice office if you need some 
help.   

As ever, I am around for general help and 
support on a wide variety of issues 

including transport, mobility and safety 
around the home and reducing the 
feeling of loneliness.  Give me a call on 
07557 922020 and leave a message.  I 
will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

Malmesbury 
Concert Band – 
Musical 
Extravaganza 

The Malmesbury Concert Band’s annual 
musical extravaganza, which is to be held 
at the Town Hall, Malmesbury at 7:30pm 
on Saturday 29th October, is the 
highlight of the Band’s musical year. 

The programme will include a wide range 
of music to appeal to all tastes – light 
classics, much loved tunes from famous 
films, popular and big band numbers, 
marches and some quality original music 
for concert wind band. In fact, there will 
be something for everyone! 

Tickets, which cost £8, or £6 for 
concessions, are on sale at A4 Stationers, 
in Malmesbury High Street, or Michael 
Thomas, in the Triangle, Malmesbury. 

Further information from Tony Fleming 
(tony@jacfleming.plus.com or 
telephone 575229) or see our website 
www. 
freewebs.com/malmesburyconcertband 
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September Plant Sale 

My family would like to thank all those 
who turned out on a miserable wet 
morning to support the Plant Sale in aid 
of the Brian Tumour Charity in memory 
of my wife Ann. The Sale raised £155.63 
and together with the collections in the 
Village Shop and the Coffee morning 
made a total of £159.20 

Richard Jackson 
 
 

  
Services 

There will be a Group Holy Communion 
service at Crudwell on Sunday, 9th 
October at 10am.  

The All Saints Day Thanksgiving Group 
service will be held at Hankerton on 
Sunday, 30th October at 6pm. 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday, 13th November – Remembrance 
Day service at Oaksey @ 10.50am. 

Sunday, 11th December - Nativity service 
at Oaksey @ 11am. 

Saturday, 17th December - Carols by 
Candlelight service at Oaksey @ 5pm. 

Sunday, 25th December - Christmas Day 
Holy Communion service at Oaksey @ 
11am.  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 
19th October at 1pm in the Rest at a cost 
of £4.00 per head. Unless you are known 
as a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 12th October if you 
are planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 
 

Rector Message 

Many of our church services this month 
revolve around the theme of 
‘thanksgiving’. We are in the middle of 
Harvest Festival season, where we 
decorate our churches and hold services 
to give thanks for the food and drink that 
the earth provides, and for the hard-
working farmers who produce it. At the 
end of the month we have a different 
kind of thanksgiving service in which we 
remember those special people we love 
who have died. 

Thanksgiving takes many forms. There is 
that automatic response that every 
parent says whenever their child’s been 
given something: ‘And what do you 
say...?’ There is the way we often sign off 
emails: ‘Many thanks’. And there are the 
tearful Oscar acceptance speeches that 
thank agents, parents, directors, fellow 
actors, dieticians, beauticians, stylists 
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and that seem to last as long as some of 
the films themselves! 

More usefully, it seems that being 
thankful is a healthy option. In an April 
2015 study of 186 men and women with 
heart damage, researchers rated the 
people’s levels of gratitude and spiritual 
well-being. They found that higher 
gratitude scores were linked to having a 
better mood, higher quality sleep and 
less inflammation. Another study of 
nearly   1,000 adults found that higher 
levels of gratitude were correlated with 
better self-reported physical health.  

For Christians, thanksgiving 
characterises worship and daily life. We 
thank God for all he has done for us in 
Jesus Christ and we live out our gratitude 
in caring for and serving others. But 
whether or not we’d say we are 
Christians, an ‘attitude of gratitude’ is 
good for us and our communities. 
Perhaps we can each take a moment this 

month to pause, reflect, and say ‘thank 
you’.  

Our Harvest Festivals in October are as 
follows: 2nd October: Charlton 9:30am 
and Hankerton 9:30am; 9th October: 
Minety 10am and Crudwell 6pm; 11th 
October: Ashley 11am. 

Our Thanksgiving Remembrance service 
is at Hankerton on Sunday 30th October 
at 6pm. This service is for all who would 
like to remember someone, whether the 
bereavement is recent or a long time 
ago.  If you would like more information, 
or are unable to attend but would like 
someone remembered by name, please 
get in contact: Revd Sarah Wyman, 
01666 577159 sarah.w@deanery.org.uk; 
Lorraine Mackie, Parish Administrator, 
01666 825019, admin@deanery.org.uk; 
Revd Phil Daniels, 01666 540140, 
philjdaniels@talktalk.nett 

Rev’d Phil 
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2 Oct 9 Oct 16 Oct 23 Oct 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
(BCP) 8.30am 

Evening Prayer 

6pm 
Harvest Service 

11am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Harvest Service 
9.30am 

No Service 
Evensong 

6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell Morning 
Worship 11am 

Group 

Communion 

10am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

All Age Worship 
11.00am 

Hankerton Harvest Service 
9.30am 

No Service 
Informal 
worship 
11.00am 

No service 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Harvest Service 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 8.30am 
Service of the 
Word 10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No Service 

Family service 
5pm 

Holy 
communion 

11am 

 

Group Service30 October (Crudwell) 

Holy Communion (said) 8:30am 

All Saints Thanksgiving Service 6pm 

 


