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Parish Council 

 
We were told in our last PC meeting by 
Councillor Berry that Wiltshire Council 
now have to prepare a 4 yr budget, and 
that to meet the deficit enforced by the 
Government this will involve a 2% 
Council Tax increase. Even under these 
circumstances we inevitably face cuts in 
services. We were also told that 
Wiltshire should have completed its land 
supply plans in November. This should 
enable planning to hopefully return to a 
democratic process in which residential 
boundaries are respected by Wiltshire 
and not just set aside in secret with no 
consultation as has been happening. 
Ashton Keynes and Oaksey have both 
suffered as a result of this. 

You may have noticed that the Lower 
Moor educational centre being 
developed by Wiltshire Wildlife has 
started life and small holding type work 
and improvements to the main house are 

in hand. We hope that the Village will be 
able to contribute in some way in the 
future to helping Wiltshire Wildlife with 
their educational task with the children 
who are not in main stream schooling. 

In the near future, the PC will invite 
Wiltshire planners’ enforcement officer 
for our area to visit a PC meeting to 
explain the process of control over 
planning conditions. We need to 
understand this to ensure that all 
conditions- however old- are fully 
complied with. We have been concerned 
for some time over many different 
properties that conditions are not being 
met, and our role in reporting these for 
action needs to be clarified. 

I did mention the problem of dog fouling 
some time ago, but I’m afraid I need to 
make a further request. Apologies to the 
vast majority of responsible owners, but 
there are still some inconsiderate 
owners who do not pick up. The 
consequences are disgusting for all of us. 
Also, all dog owners should respect the 
fields and land surrounding our village 
with an appropriate level of hygiene. 
Please keep dogs on leads and use only 
footpaths. Dogs roaming across pasture 
may cause serious contamination for 
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grazing animals. We have rights of way 
only on footpaths. Please respect that. 

Finally, the PC are starting to invest with 
Wiltshire Highways in the traffic calming 
measures which our village roads so 
desperately need. This will take a few 
years but we are currently investing in 
survey work from which will emerge a 
master plan for traffic calming and new 
(reduced) signage which will improve the 
look of the village and control movement 
along our narrow roads. The PC’s 
oversight of all of this will be open to you 
for scrutiny as usual. Please contact our 
PC clerk when the plans are produced to 
input to this. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

I think I spoke too soon about the lovely 
weather in September as we had a rather 
wet week away on our Residential Trip in 
South Wales. We took thirty-nine Year 4, 
5 and 6 children to the Dare Valley 
Centre, where we enjoyed a wide range 
of activities. Although there was 
dampness in varying degrees on every 
day, it was mild and did not stop any 
activities to any great degree. 

We walked the Beechenhurst Sculpture 
Trail in the Forest of Dean en route to the 
Centre and then experienced team 

building activities, involving transferring 
bottles of ‘toxic’ liquid out of a circle 
using only string and scissors and not our 
hands, walked around The Darren at the 
head of the valley, collected fossils and 
went rock pooling at Dunraven Beach 
and walked back along the coast to 
Ogmore and along the estuary to 
Ogmore Castle, visited the Rhondda 
Heritage Centre experiencing life down a 
coal mine, built waterproof shelters and 
visited the Roman amphitheatre in 
Caerleon on the way back. A great trip 
with lots of memories! 

Whilst the older children were away the 
younger children held a ‘From Farm to 
Fork’ week learning about where the 
food we eat came from and what 
happens to on the way. They visited 
Roves Farm in Highworth, cooked apple 
crumbles amongst many other activities. 
A big thank you to Roger Clarke who 
brought along his tractor and cultivator 
for a closer examination – it made the 
children appreciate how big tractors can 
be! 

The Year 6 children have completed their 
Bikeability course and there have been 
Year 3 and 4, Year 5 and 6 Tag Rugby 
competitions with some wins, draws and 
losses at the Minety Cluster Festival. The 
Year 3 and 4 teams also did well at the 
Tops Activity team event at Malmesbury 
Secondary School. 

It was lovely to see a number of parents 
join us at the Harvest Service in All Saints 
Church. A big thank you to Sarah Wyman 
for helping us with our service and also 
thank you for the generous donations of 
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gifts which will be taken to the Open 
Door project for homeless in 
Chippenham. Whilst thinking of our 
value this term of ‘’Thankfulness’ we 
have considered how lucky we are to 
have good food on our tables and warm 
homes to live in, unlike many people 
locally and in our wider world. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Youth Club 

Our introductory pizza session was 
attended by 11 young people who told us 
the sort of Youth Club they wanted, and 
enjoyed meeting Kat and hearing about 
her enthusiastic ideas.  Senior Youth Club 
will now start on Tuesday 8 November, 
7.30 – 9pm in the Village Hall when we 
hope lots of you will turn up and bring 
friends too. Cost will be £2 and bring 
money for tuck if wanted.  (We will 
discuss your thoughts on this then).  
Then on 15 November Kat has found a 
teacher to do STREET DANCING with 
everyone who wants to – and even if you 
don’t like the idea it will be fun to watch!  
Tell all your friends.  

The evening for volunteers was also a 
success with 10 people there and several 
apologies.  Kat explained that anyone 
who wanted to have a DBS certificate 
could be processed via the County Youth 
Service at no cost to us.  People might 
just volunteer for one session a term, or 
if they found it enjoyable they could do 
more and Kat will be grateful for any 

skills and interests they might want to 
contribute. 

The Youth Club Village Party will be on 
Saturday 21 January 2017 at 6pm.  As 
usual, it is for anyone in the village 
(especially good opportunity for 
newcomers to meet others) and there 
will be a video for children. 

Miriam Nicholls 
 
 

 
Tilly (9yrs) and Lila (4yrs) Clarke are 
holding a fundraising stall in aid of 

CHILDREN IN NEED and OAK AND 
FURROWS wildlife rescue centre. 

Saturday November 5th 10am -12pm. 

Opposite Oaksey Village Shop. 

Toys - Books - Cakes - Christmas 
Decorations - Homemade Produce and 

more…. 

Please come and support the girls and 
help raise funds for these amazing 

charities. 

If anyone is willing to make some 
homemade delights or are an expert in 
the crafting domain then donations for 
the stall would be gratefully received. 

Thank you. 

In the event of rain the event will be 
postponed until the following weekend. 

For any donations please contact Nicola 
on 01666 575456 or 2 Earls Corner, 

Oaksey 
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Mother’s Union  

I am writing this after our October 
meeting which we held in Crudwell 
church and had a talk from a 
representative of M.A.F, the Mission 
Aviation Fellowship. As I explained when 
I announced the talk, they have over 100 
small planes flying in some very remote 
parts of the world, taking missionaries, 
medical help, supplies, food to starving 
people, and transport people in urgent 
need of medical attention to hospitals, as 
well as bibles, and lots of other items to 
places where road transport cannot 
reach. It is an amazing service and our 
speaker was able to show us slides of the 
planes, their pilots and engineers and 
people who work on the wireless 
communications and general 
management, in all sorts of out of the 
way places. I always mention that we are 
pleased to have visitors to hear any talk 
they find interesting, and we were very 
delighted to have three non-members 
who had seen my note in the last parish 
notice and were interested to hear about 
M.A.F. I do hope that some of our future 
speakers may be interesting to other 
visitors and we shall have the pleasure of 
their company. 

We meet next on the 10th November at 
10.0 a.m. in Sherston church to have a 
talk from our own member, Susan 
Harvey, on reflections on the Prodigal 
Son. This may not be of special interest 
to other people, but perhaps some of our 

talkers next year may attract visitors - it 
would be very welcome. But before we 
get to next year we have our Christmas 
meeting on Thursday, 8th December 
with Margaret Godfrey at Minety. I have 
no exact details yet but it is usually a 
medley of Carols and Christmas stories 
with mince pies to accompany them. Of 
course, we should be happy to greet 
anyone who likes singing carols and 
eating mince pies! And after that we shall 
begin to think of next year, and in fact we 
have already planned our programme so 
watch this space, as they say. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our last meeting was a fascinating talk by 
Gillian White on ‘Mary Queen of Scots.’ 

She gave us a marvellous insight into 
Mary’s life from her childhood until her 
execution and added some mystery by 
pointing out the various gaps in the 
story, thus leaving the subject open to 
some speculation. Jenny Moody gave the 
vote of thanks. 

The meeting was attended by 16 guests 
from Stratton WI and Oaksey Village. 
Refreshments were served afterwards. 

Members were sad to say goodbye to Val 
Bidwell who has been a member for a 
number of years and presented her with 
a card and bottle of ‘bubbly.’ They all 
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wished her well for her future life in 
Australia. 

Numbers were taken for the AGM which 
is our next meeting on Thursday 10th 
November at 12 noon in the Rest. 
Following the short business meeting, a 
buffet style lunch will be provided by 
Autumn Cottage Kitchen. 

The Christmas lunch will take place on 
Thursday 8th December at the Mayfield 
Hotel, Crudwell and members are asked 
to let Jean know if they are hoping to 
attend and if so to choose their menu!  

The Committee will be meeting in 
November to plan next year’s 
programme and members are asked to 
let any Committee member know of any 
interesting speakers/activities that they 
would like to suggest. 

WI meetings during the winter will take 
place on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 2.15pm for 2.30pm in the Rest at the 
Village Hall. 

For further information contact: - 

Secretary 
 Jean Bennett 577485 

jeanbennett@tesco.net 
 
 

Oaksey Autumn Festival. 

A very big thank you to all who were 
involved, in any way, with the Autumn 
Festival weekend.  It proved to be a huge 
success – whether it was the flower 
festival in the Church, the scarecrow trail 
or the produce competition. What the 
weekend proved comprehensively is that 

there is a marvellous community spirit in 
the village, combined with immense 
generosity from sponsors and members 
of the North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club, and everyone should be very proud 
of what was achieved. 

Over 500 people visited the village over 
the weekend and we are delighted to 
announce that over £4,500 was raised. 

For those who like to plan ahead, the 
theme for the 2017 Scarecrow Trail will 
be “ Disney “.  We look forward to seeing 
your favourite characters decorating the 
village. 

Thank you so much. 

Jenny, Catherine, Ros and Nick 
 
 

Oaksey Playground Project News 

We are pleased to announce that Oaksey 
Playground Playing field Project has been 
shortlisted for a public vote in Tesco’s 
Bags of Help initiative! Vote for us to win 
the top prize in store! 

The project with the highest number of 
votes across our region will receive 
£12,000, the second placed project 
£10,000 and the third placed project 
£8,000. 

What we’d be able to do with this award  

Start building our exciting phase two of 
our playground project, including: 

 Bike track 

 Climbing apparatus 
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 Mound and slide 

Voting starts in the following stores on 
31st October. 

Cirencester Metro, 

Cirencester Extra 

Tetbury 

So, please vote for Oaksey playground 
project so we can provide more exciting 
equipment for the children of Oaksey 
village. 

For more information on the Bags of 
Help initiative visit 
www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp 

Nicola Clarke 
 
 

Oaksey Cricket 
Club 
 

The season 
formalities came 
to an end on 3 October when the CDCA 
trophies were presented at Cirencester 
Cricket Club. We received the shield (to 
keep for one year) and a smaller one to 
keep as Div 1 winners.  The best bowler 
in Div 1 was Oaksey player Hector 
Withrow. 

The Club presentation dinner night was 
held on 1 October 2016 at the 
Wheatsheaf.  The Chairman presented a 
crystal glass bowl to Ann Stinchcombe of 
the Green for her 30-year plus service in 
providing Teas to the visiting teams and 
us. The quality was always top class and 

favourable comments were made by 
visitors. Thank you, Ann. 

After dinner, the Chairman outlined the 
highlights of the season and the 
President, Patrick Lawrence presented 
the following awards: 

Batsman of the Season – Hector Withrow 

Bowler of the season- Daniel Bye 

Captain’s Award for solid contribution in 
all aspects – Matt Denney 

Finally, Judith Hiscock presented the new 
Richard Hiscock trophy to the Players’ 
Player.  The runaway winner was the 
captain Ken Lane  

Well done to them and all those whose 
contributions as players and supporters 
were very much needed to ensure a 
successful season.  

Arun Desai 
01666 577592 

 
 

Minety Fireworks 

Minety Fireworks Committee will be 
holding their annual display, with kind 
permission of MPFA, at Minety Playing 
Fields on Sunday 6th November 2016, 
commencing 7 pm. 

Entry will be £4 (children under the age 
of 12 at £1) 

As usual we will light the bonfire at about 
6.30pm and there will be a bar and 
refreshments available. 

We hope villagers and others outside the 
village will support this event, which 
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provides funds for charitable and local 
good causes. 

For safety reasons and the protection of 
the sportsmen and women who will be 
using the sports field – please DO NOT 
bring sparklers, as when they are 
discarded they can cause injury to 
players. 

 
 

 
Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Barbara 
on 01666 577 734 

 

 
 

Friday Club  

Friday 4th November 2016  

Spotlight 

Starring Mark Ruffalo, Michael Keaton, 
Rachel McAdams 

This film tells the riveting true story of 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning Boston Globe 
investigation that would rock the city and 
cause a crisis in one of the world's oldest 
and most trusted institutions. When the 
newspaper's tenacious "Spotlight" team 
of reporters delves into allegations of 
abuse in the Catholic Church, their year-
long investigation uncovers a decades-
long cover-up at the highest levels of 
Boston's religious, legal, and government 
establishment, touching off a wave of 
revelations around the world. This tense 
investigative dramatic-thriller traces the 
steps to one of the biggest cover-ups in 
modern times. 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. 

If any members wish to bring a guest 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person. Seating is limited so please 
call Judith on 01285 770301 to book 

If you would like to become a member, 
then please contact Judith 01285 770301 

Next Month “Love and Friendship” 
starring Kate Beckinsale, Chloë Sevigny, 
Xavier Samuel and Stephen Fry  based on 
the Jane Austin  novella "Lady Susan”. 

Judith 
01285 770301 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you to all who supported this 
years Macmillan Coffee morning. A total 
of £441.50 was raised (£500 with gift 
aid). Yet another great result. 

Thank you Oaksey 

Catherine 
 

David Reeve 27/09/16 

Ann-Marie would like to thank David's 
many friends in Oaksey, for their kind 
support, prayers and messages of 
sympathy, on his death. All very 
comforting at a difficult time. 

 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

At the flower clubs September meeting 
Mildred Stafford called her 
demonstration 'Throw Caution to the 
Wind”. What a great evening.  It was 
good to welcome a new demonstrator as 
well as new members and guests. 
Mildred was entertaining and colourful 
and this reflected in her wonderful 
flower displays.  

There were only two entries into our club 
competition so well done to Jan Hall and 
Erwen Morgan  

Future meetings 

November 16th. Bring your friends and 
families along to the Sundial Theatre in 
Cirencester, for an evening with 
Demonstrator Nigel Whyles. This is sure 

to be a flower filled amusing evening.  
Tickets are now available at £10 for 
members and £12 for guests. Please call 
Gill on 01666 824813 to book tickets. 
(This year tickets will be numbered to 
enable seating choice when purchased). 

December 14th Christmas Workshop.  
Oaksey Village Hall.  Please note change 
of date and venue. 

Looking back 

Flower club members were involved in 
the Oaksey church flower festival over 
the weekend of the 17th and 18th of 
September. What a fantastic effort this 
was with a great deal of hard work from 
all involved. For those who were able to 
visit it was well worthwhile as the quality 
of arrangements and overall effect in the 
church was breath-taking. A huge well 
done to all of those involved as over 
£3,000 was raised for the church during 
the weekend. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall SN16 9HB on the 
third Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

Bingo and Puddings Evening 

We will be holding a village social event 
on Friday 28th October at Poole Keynes 
Village Hall at 7 pm  
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£3 Entry per person which includes 1 
bingo book containing 6 games, each 
additional book £3  

Bar and Raffle  

We kindly request donations of puddings 
for this event  

Please contact Judith Hiscock on 770301 
for more info and to book your place. 

 

Health and wellbeing 

Hello!  November already – where has 
the year gone?  With winter clearly on 
the horizon, our thoughts turn to colder 
weather and how to keep warm.  Many 
health problems are triggered or 
worsened by cold weather:  dry skin and 
cold hands and feet are annoying, aching 
joints, colds and sore throats are almost 
expected, but serious, life threatening 
conditions such as asthma, norovirus and 
heart attacks are also exacerbated by the 
cold weather.  The advice, of course, is to 
wrap up warmly and keep the heating 
going at home, which can be expensive.  
There is much that can be done to help 
with the costs of heating – switching 
supplier for electricity and gas or joining 
an oil purchasing consortium.  
Prevention is better than cure, so could 
your home use better insulation?  For 
those who are really struggling with 
costs, small grants are available.  Get in 
touch if I can help with any of the above. 

As ever, I am around for general help and 
support on a wide variety of issues 
including transport, mobility and safety 
around the home and reducing the 

feeling of loneliness.  Give me a call on 
07557 922020 and leave a message.  I 
will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 

Minety Christmas Craft and 
Produce Market 

Come along to the Village Hall to see the 
variety of craft items and produce 
available, lovingly made and grown by 
local people.  Why not pick up some 
fabulous gifts to treat your family and 
friends at Christmas; then take the 
weight off your feet and enjoy a 
refreshing drink and a slab of cake whilst 
chatting with your friends.   

Saturday 26 November 

2.00 – 4.30pm 

MINETY VILLAGE HALL 

(please contact me if you would like to 
have a stall, Jane, 01666 861281) 

 
 

  
Services 

The service for Remembrance will be 
held at Oaksey on Sunday, 13th 
November at 10.50am.  
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The Advent service of Light will be held at 
Minety on Sunday, 27th November at 
5pm. 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday, 11th December - Nativity service 
at Oaksey @ 11am. 

Saturday, 17th December - Carols by 
Candlelight service at Oaksey @ 5pm. 

Sunday, 25th December - Christmas Day 
Holy Communion service at Oaksey @ 
11am.  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 
16th November at 1pm in the Rest at a 
cost of £4.00 per head. Unless you are 
known as a ‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 9th 
November if you are planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 
 

Rector Message 

November is a month of looking back and 
looking ahead. On Remembrance 
Sunday, we look back to remember those 
who have given their lives for us, and 
those who continue to serve. In a world 
that continues to be full of what the bible 
calls ‘wars and rumours of wars’ it 
remains vital that we continue to pay our 
respects to those who have fallen, and to 

remember the appalling human cost of 
conflict. 

At the same time, November encourages 
us to look ahead. The great season of 
Advent is upon us, in which we prepare 
to celebrate the coming of the Christ-
child. We begin Advent with our special 
candle-lit service on the 27th at Minety 
at 5pm. It’s a wonderful service to be 
part of, so please do come this year. 

I’ve just come across a brilliant idea for 
making Advent a bit special – the 
‘Reverse Advent Calendar.’ It’s 
wonderfully simple: grab a basket or box, 
and every day in Advent add something 
useful to the box. At the moment, 
particularly useful items are tinned fruit, 
tea bags, dried pasta, UHT milk and 
breakfast cereals. Then, as Christmas 
approaches, take the basket or box to 
your local Foodbank 
(www.malmesburydistrict.foodbank.org
.uk). Do give it a go this Advent, and let 
me know how you get on! 

Talking about looking ahead, our 
churches are busy discussing new ways 
we can serve our parishes; for example, 
how we can more welcoming to children 
and young people. A lot of hard work and 
hard thinking is involved in this and I’m 
excited by what the next few months will 
bring. And we have some exciting new 
ideas for Christmas activities as well - do 
watch this space for details!  

With prayers and best wishes 

Rev’d Phil 
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6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 27 Nov 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
(BCP) 8.30am 

No Service 
Morning Prayer 

9.30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

Holy 

Communion 

9.30am 

followed by 

Remembrance 

Evensong 
Ringers’ 
Service 

6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell Morning 
Worship 11am 

Remembrance 

Service 

10.50am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

All Age Worship 
11.00am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

No Service 
Informal 
worship 
11.00am 

No service 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Remembrance 
Service 

10.50am 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 8.30am 
Service of the 
Word 10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am  

Advent Service 
of Light 
5.00pm 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 

Remembrance 

Service 

10.50am 

Family service 
5pm 

Holy 
communion 

11am 

 


