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Parish Council 

 
It's that time of year when we may be 
thinking about cutting or trimming our 
trees. Could I remind all villagers who live 
within the conservation zone (most of 
the village) and those with TPO's that you 
will need planning permission to trim/lop 
or cut down any tree. Living in a 
Conservation area places a special 
burden on us all to try to retain the 
heritage value of our lovely buildings and 
their environment. The details are all on 
line at Wiltshire Council. 

The heavy rain recently has brought back 
some of our annual flood problems. 
There has though been a big 
improvement at some sites where ditch 
and gulley clearing has had the desired 
effect. Please drive very carefully in and 
around flooded areas. 

Talking about driving, most of you will 
know of the fatal crash at Kemble airfield 

on the bad bend. As of now we're not 
sure what caused the head-on crash but 
it serves to remind us all of the necessity 
of driving carefully and respecting all 
road conditions. On a less dramatic but 
nevertheless important note we are still 
having serious congestion at School drop 
off/pick up times. The combination of 
large vehicles and heavy traffic is one 
compounding factor, but another is 
inconsiderate parking near to the 
School’s chicane. Can parents please not 
park so close to the chicane that vehicles 
cannot pass and clear the priority 
stretch. Please help the School to self-
police the area and negate the necessity 
for any more markings or permanent 
preventative measures. 

The neighbourhood plan is still moving 
along and Wiltshire have finally 
responded to our draft plan with 
comments about the necessity for an 
environmental assessment. We are 
providing details and hope to get the 
final draft on course after that. It really is 
a long process for small communities 
with limited plans like ours. No 
allowance is made for small Parishes who 
want to focus in on one main issue. 
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The topographical survey of our roads 
has been completed and we are now 
waiting for recommendations about the 
village's traffic calming plan. As you'll 
remember we are planning to embark on 
a number of traffic calming measures 
within a 20mph zone which we hope will 
mean we can remove unwanted signs, 
yet encourage traffic to slow down.  

Finally, Xmas is fast approaching and we 
have some special services in the Church 
to celebrate. The children's nativity 
service with Mark's little horse Jeff is on 
Sunday 11th at 11am, the carol service 
with our own small choir (enthused and 
ably marshalled by the Fleming duo) is on 
Saturday 17th at 5pm, and the Xmas day 
service starts at 11am. All are popular 
and a wonderful reminder of the real 
meaning of this festive period. 

I wish you all a very peaceful and happy 
Xmas. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

The staff have been busy attending 
courses and working together with staff 
from Sutton Benger School in 
moderating the children’s work, 
evaluating policies and current practice 
as well as planning for future projects 
next term. The schools have shared 

training days (TD Days) focused on 
improvement and challenge in maths 
and establishing a learning project based 
on the use of oracy skills in questioning 
and challenging learning. The Governing 
Bodies are meeting for the second time 
to share good practice and discuss future 
plans for the collaboration. 

As part of this collaboration Oaksey and 
Sutton Benger Schools are part of a wider 
group of local schools called The Hobbes 
Alliance. These are Brinkworth Earl 
Danbys, Crudwell, Lea and Garsdon and 
Minety Schools. Leaders have evaluated 
Key Stage results from the National Tests 
and looked at the wider national picture 
of academisation as well as providing 
activities for different groups of children 
which involve visiting each other’s 
schools. 

The children have attended cluster 
football and netball competitions, but no 
winning streaks this year and will be 
turning their attentions to the 
gymnastics competition in January. We 
are very fortunate to have such good 
provision and support for these activities 
from Malmesbury Secondary School. 

We are now working with new lunchtime 
providers, Edwards and Ward, whose 
kitchens are based at Crudwell School. It 
is lovely to know that the children’s food 
is sourced at a far more local level and we 
have been very pleased with the service.  

The countdown to Christmas is on its way 
with the younger children performing 
their Christmas Concert to their parents 
and friends. The Friends of Oaksey 
School will be holding their Christmas 
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Bazaar on Friday 2nd December from 
5.30 – 7.00pm and everybody is very 
welcome. The children will all be looking 
forward to the Christmas lunch and party 
in the last week of term and hoping that 
a special visitor will attend. 

We will also be holding our Christmas 
Service in All Saints Church at Oaksey on 
Friday 16th December at 9.15am. Again, 
it would be lovely to see anyone from the 
Village at this special service at the end 
of term. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

On Saturday 21 January Oaksey Youth 
Club will be hosting THE OAKSEY VILLAGE 
PARTY for anyone in the village, 
especially people who have recently 
moved here. It will be in the Village Hall, 
from 6 - 8pm and there will be a video for 
children.  Tickets are £6 includes first 
drink and £3 for children. 

 

Youth Club 

We are still looking for a leader for Junior 
Youth Club. We know lots of younger 
ones are longing for it to restart. Does 
anyone know a person who might be 
able to do this? Even once a month 
would be something to keep the show on 
the road for the time being. We would 
pay £8.50 an hour, or £9.50 for trained 
person. 

Miriam Nicholls 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our AGM was held on 10th November in 
The Rest. Jenny Moody, our President, 
reported on the year's programme and 
events and activities that we had 
enjoyed. She thanked the Committee for 
all their help and the members, for 
making Oaksey WI such an enjoyable 
group. She gave particular thanks to 
Margaret, the Treasurer, and Jean our 
Secretary. Margaret presented the 
accounts which were agreed. Jenny 
showed members the card received from 
the Queen thanking us for the birthday 
card we had sent on the occasion of her 
90th birthday. 

The Committee was re-elected en bloc. 
Election of the President then took place 
and Jenny Moody was unanimously re-
elected. 

Liz Fleming proposed a vote of thanks to 
Jenny for all her hard work over the past 
year, then a delicious buffet lunch was 
served, prepared by Autumn Cottage 
Kitchen. 

After lunch Liz F led a practical session on 
napkin folding and members learnt how 
to fold a lotus flower for their Christmas 
table! The meeting finished with a game 
of bingo. 

Our next meeting is the Christmas lunch 
on Thursday 8th December 12.30pm at 
The Mayfield Hotel, Crudwell. Bring a 
decorated candle. 
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With the New Year 2017 the subscription 
is due. This will be £39 which includes all 
local meetings and a quarterly magazine. 

We welcome new members of all ages. 
We are a small but very friendly group 
who enjoy meeting together, listening 
and participating and having fun. Visitors 
are welcome to come and see what 
Oaksey WI can offer. 

Diary dates 

 Group Carol Service– Tuesday 6th 
December St Lawrence Church 
Cirencester at 7pm. 

 Wednesday 22nd February 2.30pm 
Theatre trip to see ‘The Blood 
Brothers’ at The Wyvern Theatre 
Swindon. Liz F will collect the £24.50 
from those who have booked at the 
Christmas lunch. 

Future meetings 

 Thursday 12th January at 2.15pm in 
The Rest at Oaksey Village Hall. 

A craft session led by Francesca 
Alden Fenn. Competition - the most 
unusual piece of jewellery. 

 Thursday 9th February - WI ‘At 
home’  

 Thursday 9th March - TBA 

 Thursday 13th April (evening 
meeting)– Reflexology by Hannah 
from Hankerton Beauty Salon. 

For information on any of the above 
please contact 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

Liz Fleming – 575229 
liz@jacfleming.plus.com 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We had our November meeting this 
morning with a very thoughtful talk 
about the Prodigal Son from Susan 
Harvey who used Rembrandt's picture of 
the Prodigal Son for us to concentrate 
on. It gave us much to think about and 
we had a discussion afterwards on the 
reactions and thoughts of the father and 
both sons and probable feelings of the 
mother who was faintly portrayed at the 
back of the picture. A very good meeting 
altogether in Sherston church. 

On Thursday, the 8th December at 
10.00am we have our Christmas meeting 
with Margaret Godfrey at Minety. This 
will include carols and readings and 
prayers to celebrate Christmas and also 
prayers and lighting a candle for Advent 
as we think of preparation for a very 
special celebration.   Life is very busy at 
the run up to Christmas but we hope that 
most of us will be able to get to this 
meeting. 

So, that is the end of the year and our 
A.G.M. will be on Thursday the 12th 
January 2017 at 10.00am, again with 
Margaret Godfrey at Minety, with 
business to be dealt with and Pam Mills 
to tell us more about the Rise Project 
now represented in Malmesbury - we 
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had an excellent talk about the Rise 
Project in Chippenham earlier in the year 
so it will be very interesting to hear more 
about this very worthwhile project. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey Senior 
Football Club 

Oaksey seniors 
football club is 
having a good 
season following relegation from the M4 
Karting Cirencester & District League 
division one. Very much in contention for 
promotion, the side owes a lot to 
manager Dave Littler who joined us in 
October 2015. 

He has played a big part in especially 
building up a good team spirit but 
unfortunately for family reasons is 
returning to the Burnley areas shortly 
and this means the side is looking for a 
new manager although short term 
measures have been put in place. 

Dave says that if required he’s happy to 
come back once a month to make sure 
the lads are looking after his legacy. 

If anyone is interested in taking on the 
manager role please phone Phil Rice.  

Phil Rice 
824007 or 07979 694981 

 
 
 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Barbara 
on 01666 577 734 

 

 

Village Titbits . . . 

Another enjoyable and successful Quiz 
Evening at the Hall on 18th November. 
Our Cup was won by the team from 
Chelworth this time. The event was in aid 
of Hall Funds, and will help towards the 
cost of replacing the carpeting in the 
Rest. We will set up another Quiz in the 
Spring so keep your brains in gear! 

Just a reminder you that are invited to 
join us for the Gentlemen's Lunches at 
the Pub on the second Fridays of the 
month (there is a monthly Ladies Lunch 
too). Great lunch and great company! 
Next Gentlemen’s Lunch will be on 13th 
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January. Contact Peter Hudson on 577 
945 for details. 

Are you interested in joining a Bridge 
Group in the village? if so I will pass your 
name on to other interested people. 

Fred Price (577 955) 
 
 
 
 

Oaksey mid-week 
walkers. 

This year has been very 
successful year for the 
walkers. No walks have 
had to be cancelled because of bad 
weather and our numbers have 
increased. Our last two walks of the year 
were as follows. In October, we started 
from Leighterton, over fields to The 
Westonbirt Arboretum with its new 
walkway over the treetops, and finished 
with lunch at the Royal Oak, Leighterton. 

In November, we walked along the 
Thames and Severn Canal down the 
Siddington flight to South Cerney 
returning across the fields. Lunch was 
taken at the Greyhound Siddington. 

There will be no walk in December and 
our next one will be on Tuesday 17th 
January. Members will be notified of 
meeting place etc. nearer the date. 

Liz Fleming 
liz@jacfleming.plus.com 

 
 

Friday Club  

Friday 2nd December 2016 

Love and Friendship 

With mulled wine and xmas nibbles 

Starring Kate Beckinsale, Tom Bennett 
and Stephen Fry  

Kate Beckinsale excels as Jane Austen's 
most scheming heroine in this hilarious 
comedy of manners. Lady Susan Vernon 
finds herself at something of a 
disadvantage in polite Regency society 
on account of having no money and no 
husband. So this enterprising widow 
turns up at her wealthy in-laws' grand 
estate bent on rectifying the situation. 
Cunning, egotistical and flirtatious, she 
sets about finding a suitable match for 
her timid daughter Frederica - and for 
herself. To this end, she solicits the 
assistance of her American friend and 
confidante Alicia Johnson. Before long, 
Frederica is being courted by the wealthy 
but dim Sir James Martin while Lady 
Susan enjoys the attentions of handsome 
young Reginald DeCourcey  

Friday 6th January 2017 

Our Kind of Traitor 

Starring:  Ewen McGregor, Damien Lewis 
and Naomi Harris   

While on holiday in Marrakech, an 
ordinary English couple, Perry and Gail, 
befriend a flamboyant and charismatic 
Russian, Dima, who unbeknownst to 
them is a kingpin money launderer for 
the Russian mafia. When Dima asks for 
their help to deliver classified 
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information to the British Secret 
Services, Perry and Gail get caught in a 
dangerous world of international 
espionage and dirty politics. The couple 
is propelled on a perilous journey 
through Paris and Bern, a safe house in 
the French Alps, to the murky corners of 
the City of London and an alliance with 
the British Government via a ruthless 
and determined MI6 agent. Based on the 
John Le Carre novel  

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. If members wish to bring a guest, 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person. Seating is limited so please 
call Judith on 01285 770301 to book. 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

Our AGM was held in October, and 
proved to be a positive meeting 
reflecting the success of the club over 
the last year and looking forward to our 
45th anniversary year in 2017. This was 
followed by a very interesting talk on 
Gardening for Bees by Sue Carter, Head 
Gardener for the National Trust at Lacock 
which opened our eyes to just how many 
varieties of bees there are. She also gave 
good tips on what to plant in flower 
borders to encourage bees into our 
gardens. 

Future meetings 

December 14th Christmas workshop.  
Oaksey, Village Hall. Please note change 
of date and venue. Members have the 
chance to make their own arrangements 
in readiness for Christmas. A bring and 
share supper will conclude the evening 
and the very successful year. 

January 18th Demonstration by Marie 
Mundy called “Let’s go to the movies - 
Take Two” 

February 15th Annual Dinner at La 
Flambé.  This event will be extra special 
this year as the flower club celebrates its 
45th anniversary. 

Looking back 

Another successful enjoyable evening 
with Jonathan Moseley was held at 
Country Baskets, Avonmouth, Bristol.   
Jonathan managed a wonderful array of 
arrangements in a short time. He used 
products available at Country Baskets. 
This inspired us to raid the aisles in the 
hope of recreating his designs. Thanks to 
Jenny P for organising the evening, which 
raised £400 this will be shared between 
Breast Cancer Care and Prostate Cancer 
UK. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 

For more information please contact me. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 
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Health and wellbeing 

HELP!!!!! 

Hello! This month I am appealing for 
help. One of my tasks as Health and 
Wellbeing Champion is to report 
anything which is just not working quite 
right or anything which could be 
improved within our community.  Now, I 
am not a miracle worker and I am not 
guaranteeing that I can get things 
changed, but if I know about problems, I 
can try. My problem is that I can’t be 
everywhere - I do so miss visiting the 
coffee mornings and lunch clubs!  What I 
need is some eyes and ears in your area 
who can let me know if there are issues 
and problems which affect your, or your 
friends and families lives.  For example, 
are there enough carers to visit the more 
remote villages (trick question, I know 
there aren’t!)? Is the bus service 
available when you need it?  Is there 
enough going on in your village?  Would 
a new social group make your life better?  
This is the sort of stuff you will know but 
may not know where to report it. SO,. 
could you be the person to help me? I 
won’t be looking for you to attend lots of 
formal meetings, but rather to expand 
my current network of lovely people who 
can be my “eyes and ears” out there and 
contact me with what’s good and what’s 
not. Give me a call for a chat about it – I 
promise that you won’t be press ganged 
into more than you want to do! 

Meanwhile, as ever, I am around for 
general help and support on a wide 
variety of issues including transport, 
mobility and safety around the home and 

reducing the feeling of loneliness.  Give 
me a call on 07557 922020 and leave a 
message.  I will get back to you as soon 
as possible. 

As we fast approach the festive season, I 
would like to take this chance to wish you 
all a very happy and peaceful Christmas 
and every good wish for the new year – 
2017 already! 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

Companion Horse 

My horse, Snipe, is looking for a 
companion at dolmans farm, Hankerton. 

I can offer DIY livery for one horse/pony 
to include stable, field, store/tack room 
and parking for trailer in return for 
companionship and occasional help in 
caring for Snipe.(not riding).there is a 
nearby school which can be hired. 

Please contact Jacqui on 01666 577329 
0r 07825 580523 if this interests you or 
anyone you know. 

 
 

Check your home security this 
winter 

Now the nights are getting darker much 
earlier therefore we wanted to remind 
residents to check their home security 
and strengthen the weak spots as soon 
as possible.  
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A lot of burglaries can be prevented – 
most are committed by opportunist 
thieves. Burglars like easy opportunities 
so don’t give them an easy route in to 
your home. 

- If you are out for the evening, leave 
lights on inside your house to give the 
impression somebody is home 

- Consider lighting on timers on the 
outside of your property, or a motion 
activated light 

- Ensure hedges and trees are cut back to 
avoid giving opportunists places to hide. 
Having an open aspect at the front of 
your property will enable neighbours or 
pedestrians to see anybody approaching 
your home. 

- If you are going away, ask a trusted 
neighbour or friend to look after your 
home - collecting mail, closing and 
opening curtains etc. 

- Be a nosy neighbour! If you see or hear 
any suspicious activity in your 
neighbourhood, call 101, or 999 if a 
crime is in progress. Try and also take 
down any suspicious vehicle registration 
details if possible. 

Extract from Wiltshire and Swindon 
Community Messaging on behalf of 

Wiltshire Police 
 
 

  
December services 

Sunday, 11th December - Nativity 
service at Oaksey @ 11am. 

Calling all children!  

Come along and take part in the Nativity 
play. We need Angels, Shepherds and 
Kings plus more children and adults to 
help. As in previous years, we will be 
having a small, friendly pony that will 
play a prominent part, so please do 
support this service and ensure we have 
a good turnout. 

Hope to see you at 10:15am on the 11th 
December to select your part and 
costume. 

Please come along and enjoy. 

For more information, please call Helen 
McKenna on 577279.   

Saturday, 17th December - Carols by 
Candlelight service at Oaksey @ 5pm. 

The service will be followed by sherry & 
mince pies. All sidesmen are asked to be 
at the Church by 4.15pm to help with the 
preparations. 

Sunday, 25th December - Christmas Day 
Holy Communion service at Oaksey @ 
11am. 

January 2017 services 
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There will be a Group Communion 
service at Hankerton on 29 January 2017 
at 10am. 

Manning the Church 

The PCC would like to, once again, 
extend their grateful thanks to all of you 
who gave up your time to sit in the 
Church over the past few months, during 
which time, many visitors have been 
greeted by you and have expressed their 
delight at their reception and the beauty 
and peacefulness of the Church. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be the Christmas 
lunch on Wednesday, 14th December 
(please note this is a week earlier than 
normal) at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£6.00 per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 7th December if 
you are planning to come. 

The lunch in January will be on 
Wednesday, 18th January 2017 at 1pm in 
the Rest at the usual cost of £4.00 per 
head. 

The Church would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers 
who have offered their time and 
expertise, or helped in any way over the 
past year, whether it was preparing the 
delicious food, serving the meals, or 
washing up afterwards. Your efforts are 
very much appreciated. 

The Lunch Club would like to continue in 
the future, but this does, of course, 
depend on volunteers coming forward. 

So, if you feel that you could spare a 
couple of hours each month (except 
August), please let Miriam know on the 
above number.  

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 
 

Rector Message 

‘Away in a manger’ – powerful stuff 

The other day we welcomed two classes 
of children from Crudwell School into All 
Saints Church to spend some time with 
us thinking about the Lord’s Prayer. The 
children were lovely: well-behaved, 
thoughtful, engaged and questioning. 
We did different activities to reflect 
about each line of the prayer, and at the 
end of the session we considered the 
closing words: ‘For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are yours, now and 
forever, Amen’. 

Power is a very real issue for us in the 
wake of both the US presidential election 
and the ongoing controversies about 
Brexit. Who has power in our world? 
How is power used? What different sorts 
of power are there? What might a just 
and fair distribution of power involve? 

There are no easy answers, but as we 
travel through the season of Advent this 
month, the closing words of the Lord’s 
Prayer give us a different way of looking 
at them. The Lord’s Prayer makes it quite 
clear that in the end, ‘the kingdom, the 
power and the glory’ reside with God. As 
soon as we think about this, however, we 
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might ask ourselves why, if God has so 
much power, is the world in such a mess? 

The two things I’d say in response both 
have to do with power. Firstly, God has 
given us incredible power - to think, to 
make decisions, to choose.  Secondly, we 
often misuse our power with tragic 
consequences, so this is where God’s 
power comes in. In this season of Advent 
we look ahead to Christmas, where we 
remember the coming of Christ. The 
gospel accounts testify that Jesus was a 
uniquely powerful person. But Jesus did 
not exercise his power in a violent or 
oppressive way.  Instead, Jesus used his 
power to heal, to liberate and to restore. 
Above all, Jesus showed his power by 
submitting to a shameful death on a 
cross. 

Yet it was this unjust execution of a 
powerless man that unleashed God’s 

most powerful action: the breaking of 
the ultimate power of sin and death. And 
ever since the first Easter, ordinary men 
and women and children have found that 
they have had the power to live lives of 
healing and forgiveness.  

God’s power is very real, and it is seen in 
changed lives. God’s kingdom is real, and 
it is found among us as we continue to 
act in the ways that Jesus did. God’s glory 
is real, and it is seen in every act of mercy 
and every word of hope. So, as we 
approach Christmas, may we resolve to 
seek the power of God; and the other 
name for that power, of course, is love. 

May you have a peaceful and joyful 
Christmas. 

Rev’d Phil 
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4 Dec 11 Dec 18 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 

Ashley 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 
8.30am 

Christingle 

Communion 

10am 

Morning 
Prayer 
9.30am 

Carol 
service 

6pm 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Charlton 
Family 
Service 
9.30am 

No service 
Carol 

service 
6pm 

Midnight 
Communion 

11.30pm 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
No Service 

Carol 
service 

4pm 

Crudwell 
Village 
Nativity 

4pm 
Midnight 

Communion 
11.30pm 

Children’s 
service 
10am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

No Service 
Carol 

service 
5pm 

No service 

Holy 

Communion 

9.30am 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 
8.30am 
Carol 

service 
4pm 

All Age 
service 

3pm 
First 

Communion 
of 

Christmas 
9 pm 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 

Nativity 

11am 
No service No service 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 

CHARLTON: Saturday 17 Dec, 4pm Christingle service  
OAKSEY: Saturday 17 Dec, 5pm Carol service 
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1 Jan 8 Jan 15 Jan 22 Jan 29 Jan 

Ashley 
No service 

Evening 

Prayer 6pm 

Morning 
Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 
No service 

Charlton 
Group 

Communion 
10am 

No service 
Evensong 

6pm 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 
No service 

Crudwell 
No service 

Group 

Communion 

10am 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

All Age 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Hankerton 
No service No Service 

Informal 
Worship 

11am 

No service 

Group 

Communion 

10am 

Minety 
No service 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 
8.30am 

 
Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 
No service 

Oaksey No service No service 
Family 
service 
11am 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 
No service 

 


