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Parish Council 

On May 4th there will be local elections 
which include County and Parish 
Councillors. This is our opportunity to 
select those we want to represent us at a 
Parish and County level. We don’t yet 
know who will be standing but there will 
be a full list plus voting details made 
available to you well before the date. All 
of the work that is done by the parish 
council and also by your county 
councillor Mr. Berry is freely available to 
see online. Please ask any of our parish 
councillors if you want to look at any 
particular issue in more detail and have 
trouble finding the information. 

The application (16/11847) to build a 
large detached house outside our Village 
boundary to the west of the village on 
the orchard site was refused by 
Wiltshire’s planners after being 
unanimously rejected by the Parish 
Council. We will continue to oppose all 
developments outside our boundary 
because we have provisional plans in our 
Neighbourhood Plan to develop the 
smaller affordable homes that the 
community wants within the current 
boundary. 

We have now managed to get the first 
phase of our traffic calming measures 
moved in to a priority category with our 
area Traffic group. This means that once 
our main plan for the Village is pulled 
together in March we will consider it at 
the Parish Council and can look forward 
to some progress this year. The area 
outside the shop is a priority within that 
plan and we will hopefully see the 
domed roundabout and improved safety 
for pedestrians and customers of the 
shop having a big impact. We will be able 
to share information about the scheme 
once it is ready and I intend to locate this 
on our website. You will then be able to 
come along to one of our meetings and 
contribute to the planning.  

I’ve been asked again by a number of 
villagers- both dog owners and others- to 
mention that a number of irresponsible 
dog owners are continuing to allow their 
pets to foul our footpaths and public 
spaces and also some are leaving poo 
bags on verges or in hedgerows or in 
general litter bins-which are in fact 
emptied voluntarily by villagers. To those 
owners only please respect our village 
and it’s no dog areas (including all of the 
Church’s environment except the 
footpath, and all of the playing field), 
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clear up after your dog and take the bag 
home or use the dedicated bins only.  

Well, the bulbs are pushing through and 
the birds are singing more and with 
England moving towards another Grand 
Slam (!) there’s plenty to look forward to.  

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

The Year 5 and 6 children, as ‘Waste 
Warriors’, have been monitoring and 
comparing the amount of waste food 
resulting from the children’s meals 
served from our original and current hot 
meal providers. Five of the children, with 
Mr Skill’s help, presented their findings 
to the Governors last month and then to 
the parents at the end of the school day. 
A representative from Edwards and 
Ward, the hot meals provider also 
attended and was impressed with the 
children’s presentation and findings. Our 
new meals are cooked in Crudwell 
Primary School and feedback from the 
children is very positive with praise for 
the increased quality and variety in the 
food. 

We have also had a visit from Brunel, a 
guide dog, and his owner Tom on behalf 
of the Macular Society. The children 
were engrossed in learning about how 
Brunel ‘works’ and helps Tom travel 

around the world often on aeroplanes. 
The younger children spent time in their 
class with Brunel although he was more 
interested in collecting all the soft toys in 
his mouth! 

Two teams of Year 5 and 6 children went 
to the Cluster School Gymnastics Festival 
at Malmesbury Secondary School and 
Activity Zone. They performed a floor 
routine and a vault and were judged for 
individual and team places, as well as 
taking part in some new activities, 
including beam and balance work, 
pommel horse and parallel bars. 
Although the school did not gain a team 
placing a huge congratulation to Oliver 
Kneebone, 3rd place in the advanced 
vault and Sam Dunnage who was 2nd 
place in the advanced vault and 1st place 
in the advanced floor routine (despite 
getting himself caught up in the nets 
dividing the area up)! All the children 
stepped up with great focus in a 
challenging situation – well done 
everyone! 

The Year 5 and 6 girls are attending a 
girl’s football festival in early March as 
well as the hockey team preparing for a 
competition. We also have the cross-
country competition at the end of March 
so hoping that the weather will be kind 
to us for training practices. Our new 
curriculum activity until Easter is going to 
be Nordic Walking which is a first for the 
school. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 
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Oaksey WI  

Our February meeting was quite a jolly 
affair as everyone concentrated on 
making brooches, cards, and knitted 
various items to support the Green 
Hearts (protection against climate 
change) campaign.  Our delicious 
refreshments (which were also based on 
a green heart theme) were made by 
Margaret and Diane.  Everyone also won 
a prize in our green themed raffle. Our 
2017 programme was fantastically 
revamped by Liz Fleming and Liz Kirkman 
and these were distributed to members.  

One of last year’s speakers, Gillian White, 
who proved such a huge success, is so 
popular and unable to give us a talk until 
11th October 2018 to speak about 
“Henry VIII – Cloth of Gold” – everybody 
who enjoyed her talk about Mary Queen 
of Scots please note! 

Next meeting 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 9th 
March at 2.15pm in The Rest, Oaksey 
Village Hall when Ann Blagden will be 
giving us a demonstration of how to keep 
fit whilst doing the housework with 
“Shake and Vac”! 

Forthcoming Events 

Wednesday 22 March – GFWI Annual 
Council Meeting at Cheltenham Town 
Hall.  Guest Speakers Lucy Worsley and 
Lady Bathhurst. 

Wednesday 29 March at 7.30p.m. at 
Churchdown “Man at the WI – Never a 
Dull Moment”.  This will be an hilarious 
talk from Peter Bryant who is the retiring 
Secretary of GFWI. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

Deanery Branch of the Mothers’ Union 
Bristol Diocese 

We had our February meeting on a very 
cold morning in Hankerton church when 
the weather kept several members at 
home, but the church had all the heating 
on and it was wonderfully warm for 
those who came. Richenda Milton Dawes 
came to talk to us about St Augustine of 
Hippo who lived in the sixth century and 
was Bishop of Hippo and a strong 
Christian after a dissolute youth whose 
writings are read and known today. If like 
me, you wonder where Hippo was it was 
in Algeria. Her talk lead to discussion and 
a feeling that we ought to know more 
about saints and hope that Richenda 
would be able to talk about other saints 
at further meetings 

Next month our meeting will be on 
Thursday the 9th March at 10.0 am in 
Sherston church and we shall have Elaine 
Stewart to talk on the; Rise Project in 
Malmesbury and hope Pam Mills will be 
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with us also. I shall be away on holiday so 
I’m afraid there will be no newsletter for 
March – be in touch again in May. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Barbara 
on 01666 577 734 

 

 

Seniors Football 

Oaksey senior’s 
football side has had 
a decent season after 
the unfortunate 
relegation from 
Division one of the M4 Karting 
Cirencester & District League on the last 

day of last season. However, many will 
be slightly disappointed at the team’s 
likely position this season in division two. 

This is written with one league game 
remaining. Two home defeats against 
champions-elect Blunsdon and Kingshill 
along with an unexpected away loss at 
Ashton Keynes Reserves (their only win 
this season) when we struggled to raise 
competitive sides put a severe dent on 
any title winning aspirations. Ironically, 
we have twice been convincing winners 
at home to Blunsdon in cup competitions 
and should have won the away league 
fixture against them. 

A win at Kingshill in the team’s final 
league in March will give the side third 
place.  

In cup competitions, we have reached 
the semi-final of the Mills-Roberts Cup 
and look odds on to reach a second semi-
final in the Junior Charities Cup. 
Additionally, in the Wiltshire Junior Cup 
we beat a supposedly better side from 
the south of Salisbury before going out at 
Swindon side Spectrum in a game we 
threw away after going into the break 
with a comfortable two goal lead. 

So a season of “if only” but the signs are 
that next season if we can keep the 
current squad together, we should have 
a much better season and have a string 
chance of promotion. 

Phil Rice 
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Oaksey Cricket 
Club 

AGM – The AGM 
will take place on 
3 March at 7.30 
pm in the Village 
Hall.  All current and prospective 
members are invited.  The Club is 
affiliated to the Wiltshire Cricket and the 
Gloucestershire County Cricket Board.  
We field a senior side in the Saturday 
league, Wednesday evening T20 
competition and junior cricket at various 
age levels.  

Race Night – The Race Night on 10 March 
in the Village Hall is almost sold out.  Ring 
Arun on 577592 to check if there are any 
returns. 

Senior Nets – our Spring nets are now 
under way – Sunday afternoons 2 to 4 
p.m. until the 9th April 2017 at Everyone 
Active in Cirencester - £5 each.  Everyone 
welcome. 

Junior Indoor Coaching – we are holding 
4 x 1 hour nets for our juniors on each of 
the following dates – from 4 to 5 p.m.: 
26th Feb, 12th March, 26th March, 2nd 
April.  Sessions are free and all are 
welcome – all we ask is that you book in 
with Andy Steward on 07411 806246 to 
reserve you place so we can sort out the 
best possible drills and make sure we 
have enough qualified staff available. 

All Stars Cricket – this is our most 
exciting new initiative this year aiming to 
excite and enthuse the 5 to 8 year olds in 
the wonderful game of cricket.  We are 
very excited that Emily Brookes will be 

leading this project – she is our 
“Activator”.  The sessions will last one 
hour and will be held on Friday evenings 
from early May for about 8 weeks. 

This is a program developed specially by 
the English Cricket Board and Oaksey 
Cricket Club is one of the early adopters 
– so if you have any younger children (or 
grandchildren) then why not ask for 
more details – contact Mark Nicholls on 
01666 577728 

Arun Desai 577592 
 
 

Friday Club  

Friday 3rd March 2017 

A Street Cat Named Bob 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. If members wish to bring a guest, 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person. Seating is limited so please 
call Judith on 01285 770301 to book 

Next Month Friday 7th April BAFTA 
award winning film I, Daniel Blake 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all that I 
am around for general help and support 
on a wide variety of issues including 
transport, mobility and safety around the 
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home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness. Give me a call on 07557 
922020 and leave a message. I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poole Keynes Quiz Night 

Friday 24th March 2017 

Poole Keynes Village Hall 

7:30pm 

Tickets £ 5.00 per person Max 6 per 
team 

Have your supper before you come but 
bring a Pudding to share 

Bar Fizz and Real Ale available plus 
Raffle 

Proceeds to Village Hall Funds to Book 
Contact Judith 770301 

 

 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

January meeting 

At well-attended meeting Marie Mundy 
demonstrated under the title of “Let’s go 

to the movies - take two”. Marie created 
a number of arrangements to 
complement her chosen film titles. The 
evening concluded with refreshments, 
the raffling of the flower arrangements 
and a chance to view the plant sales 
table. 

Future meetings 

March 15th. Demonstration by Emily 
Broomhead entitled “In Print”.  The 
competition this month is “Favourite 
Flower”.  

April 19th – Work shop - Pot luck. 

May 17th.   45th Anniversary Celebration 
- Pam Lewis workshop and 
demonstration followed by celebration 
tea. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

William “Richard” Hiscock 
3rd October 1942 – 24th January 
2017 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to all friends and 
neighbours for the overwhelming 
number of letters and cards of 
condolence and donations to Prostate 
Cancer UK and Crossroads Respite Care 
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Gloucestershire which we have received. 
To all those who came to the service to 
celebrate Richards’ life on Wednesday 
15th February and because of the 
inclement weather got very wet and cold 
standing in the pouring rain to pay their 
respects. 

Thank you  

Judith, Robert, Jennifer and their families 

 
 

Malmesbury Area Community 
Trust 

Over the last two years the former 
Malmesbury Community Trust has 
expanded its grant giving activities to 
include all this parishes and communities 
within the area covered by the 
Malmesbury Area Board. 

The newly expanded Malmesbury Area 
Community Trust is a registered charity 
which allocates sums of money to those 
on low or restricted incomes, or in 
financial need in the Malmesbury 
Community Area and additionally 
provides grants for community activities 
and projects. 

As far as the latter is concerned we have 
provided financial support for play 
equipment on a local playing field; 
funding to assist a tennis club to expand 
its playing activities and support for 
Malmesbury’s Athelstan Museum. 

We have helped local people by 
providing aids for older and disabled and 
essential household equipment such as a 

water boiler and play equipment. 
Additionally, we have helped with school 
uniforms, school trips and musical 
instruments. 

We have also launched a scheme to help 
apprentices in their early years in work. 

Through a small sister charity known as 
the Elizabeth Hodges Charity 
(Malmesbury) which is nearly 300 years 
old, help has been provided for people of 
all ages to further their education. 

For further information on all our 
activities look at www.mact.org.uk 
where details of how to apply are 
provided. Alternatively contact Phil Rice 
on 01666 824007 or email him on 
philrice@lineone.net. 

 
 

Charity takes time out to launch 
£25k appeal 

 
The Carer Support Wiltshire, Time For 
Carers Appeal is raising £25,000 to give 
the thousands of unpaid carers they 
support a break, and they are calling on 
the people of Wiltshire to help them 
reach their target.   

3 in 5 of us will become a carer at some 
point in our lives.  Often as a result of 
illness or accident suffered by a loved 
one, many take on the role without 
question, but are often unprepared for 
the impact on their own life and health.   

“One thing all carers say – whatever their 
age – is that they need a little time for 
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themselves. Yet our research shows one 
in three carers never have a weekend or 
evening break from their caring role, and 
one in three feel guilty if they do.  Many 
don’t have time to enjoy some of the 
things we all take for granted, like a trip 
to the cinema, taking part in a sporting 
activity or spending time with friends. 
This can affect their physical and mental 
wellbeing and lead to feelings of 
isolation, “says Catharine Hurford, CSW 
Chief Executive.  

“All the money we raise through this 
appeal will go directly to enabling carers 
to have a bit of time to themselves.” 

e are calling on people to get involved 
with fundraisers or sponsored events, 
and businesses to make CSW their 
charity of the year. 

You can find out more about the appeal 
here:  http://carersinwiltshire.co.uk 

 
 

Autism Awareness Day and Tool 
Amnesty at Lakeside – Lower 
Moor Farm 

 
Date: Saturday 1st April.  

Time: 9.30 AM – 12.30 PM 

Autism Awareness Day and Tool 
Amnesty at Lakeside – Lower Moor Farm 

To celebrate Autism Awareness week 
Lakeside Farm will be opening its gates 
so that people can get together in 
beautiful surroundings; have fun with all 
the family doing our farm based activities 

and learn a little more about Autism over 
refreshments. We are also taking the 
opportunity to hold a tool amnesty - we 
ask those attending to check their 
garages and sheds for unwanted tools. 
These will be used to support young 
people and those with additional needs 
to learn horticulture, animal care and 
woodwork.  

For more information or to get involved 
email: lakeside@wiltshirewildlife.org or 
call: 01380 725670 ext 274 or 283 

 
 

Yoga & 
relaxation  

New class 

Fenton’s 
Community Centre 
South Cerney 

Yoga & Relaxation 

Wednesday 1.00pm – 2.30pm 

Suitable for men and woman of all ages 
and abilities. 

Release tension, develop flexibility and 
stamina,  

promote calm and well-being. Beginners 
welcome. 

Sandra Lewis British Wheel of Yoga 
Teacher 

01242 572068 
info@sandralewisyoga.co.uk 
www.sandralewisyoga.co.uk 
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Services 

The Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
service for the Group will be held at 
Oaksey on Wednesday, 1 March at 
7.30pm. 

There will be a Group Holy Communion 
service at Ashley on Sunday, 12 March at 
10am.  

Lent Lunches 

The 1st Lent lunch will be hosted this 
year by Jill Neilson & Angela Gee on 
Wednesday, 8 March at 12.30pm to 2pm 
at Orchard Place, Oaksey. 

The 2nd lunch will be hosted by 
Catherine Woodward & Ros Taubenheim 
on Tuesday, 21 March at 12.30pm to 
2pm at Coppice Cottage, Oaksey. 

All are welcome to attend. 

Manning the Church 

As in previous years, we are planning to 
open the Church on Saturdays from 25 
March until 30 September inclusive. 
There are 2 hour slots available on 
various Saturdays to greet visitors to our 
Church, so, if you are able to volunteer, 
please let Miriam know on 577689. For 
anyone who hasn’t done this before, we 
can provide guidance and help on 

interesting features of the Church, so do 
please join us in looking after our visitors 
once again this year. 

Church Cleaning Day 

A note for your diaries: This will take 
place on Saturday, 3 June at 10am, 
followed by a lunchtime barbecue at the 
back of the Church.  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 15 
March at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£4.00 per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 8 March if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 
 

Rector Message 

We enter Lent this month: it can often 
seem like rather a gloomy time, but it 
doesn’t have to be.  Lent is about taking 
time to learn, change and grow in our 
faith. There are many ways we can do 
this whether we’re churchgoers or not. 
For instance, instead of giving something 
up for Lent, why not take up a new habit 
or try a new activity that is good for you 
and people around you? 

To take a terribly mundane example, I’m 
in the middle of getting very slightly fitter 
by taking up the ‘Couch to 5K’ running 
challenge. It’s surprising how satisfying it 
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is to jog very slowly through the mud 
along the Fosseway on a freezing 
February afternoon. Alongside this, I’ve 
also been trying to reprioritise my time 
to build in a little more space to reflect 
and prepare. Living a little more healthily 
and a little less hurriedly sound like very 
obvious things to do, but as we know, 
neither happens automatically. In the 
same way, Lent invites us to pause and 
consider those things that are really 
important to us.  

There are several special groups and 
events taking place in our parishes this 
Lent and Easter. I’d especially 
recommend the Christian ‘mindfulness’ 
course in Minety (details from Brian 
Senior on ba.senior@hotmail.co.uk) and 
the study group on Discipleship (details 
from Richenda Milton-Daws on 
richenda@ymail.com). There are other 
good things going on as well:  please do 
pick up a leaflet from church and look at 
the posters around the village for further 
details. 

Finally, all our churches have been 
thinking and talking about how we can 

better connect with our villages. Each 
church is now planning some new 
initiatives, especially in our work with 
children, young people and families. I 
have been very encouraged by the way 
our PCCs have been willing to support 
these moves and I’m excited about the 
coming months. Over the coming year, 
the North Wiltshire group of churches 
will also see significant additional 
investment from the diocese and the 
central Church to help us to grow in 
mission. That’s exciting too! 

So I hope we can enjoy Lent, take time 
try new things, and to consider the things 
that really matter. And I hope we can 
keep looking to the future and looking at 
the next steps we’re being called to take.  

Oh – and happy Mother’s Day too! 

God Bless. 

Rev’d Phil 
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5 Mar 12 Mar 19 Mar 26 Mar 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
(BCP) 8.30am 

Group 
Communion 

10am  

Evening Prayer 

6pm 

Morning Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

No service 

Evensong 
6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell Morning 
Worship 11am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

All age worship  
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

Informal 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 8.30am 
Service of the 

Word 
10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No Service 

Family service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 

 

 


