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Parish Council 

At the recent Area Board meeting in 
Malmesbury The Youth Club were 
provisionally granted £2600 to recruit a 
youth leader and we hope that the youth 
club will be able to really take off when 
they are in place. The Board also 
discussed at length the state of our roads 
and the shrinking budget available to 
Wiltshire for repairs. We will all know 
from personal experience the dire state 
of our roads and it will take some more 
effort to get Wiltshire to start the repairs 
and traffic calming in Oaksey which is 
now a priority yet may still be some time 
away. 

We have been told that two large cycle 
races will take place through Oaksey in 
the summer. DBMax has obtained 
approval from Wiltshire and the police to 
use the roads despite my objection that 
the priority/waiting system we have in 
the chicanes makes it unsuitable for 
timed trials. Nevertheless, they will go 
ahead on June 28th and July 26th 
between about 11.25-11. 45. These are 
Army events and so the timing tends to 
be more precise. Please be aware that 
the Street will be very busy at these 
times! 

A few incidences of fly tipping are 
starting to occur in the Village. Domestic 
rubbish has been left by other people’s 
bins and Wick Rd. has again been 
targeted. In addition, we are still getting 
totally irresponsible dog owners leaving 
poo bags on walls and verges. These anti-
social and disgusting practices can only 
be solved by our vigilance. Please keep 
aware and report to Wiltshire 
(myWiltshire site) any incident you note.  

The church wall works will start in April 
as the Parish Council has been able to 
find funds for the majority of the work. It 
will be a very tight area for the contractor 
to work in so please take care when 
passing. 

The local election nominations are being 
made and we must wait and see if an 
election for the Parish Council will be 
necessary. We have also been told that 
Wiltshire have now met their housing 
site numbers which means that 
developers trying to build outside our 
boundary will no longer be able to claim 
unmet site numbers in support of their 
application. Nevertheless we will still be 
vigilant and resist any plans to create 
building sprawl outside our boundary. 
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I’m sure you will all be as inspired as we 
are by the beautiful site of the daffodils 
in the Village and the prospect of more 
blooms to come in April-June. With the 
anemones and bluebells in the wood as 
well these sights are truly uplifting. In 
addition, Anita and Nicola are currently 
planning the entry form for the Best Kept 
Village competition and also the siting of 
a small number of planters throughout 
the Village after Easter. I have put a link 
to these planned sites on the PC page of 
the website. If you would like to help 
with the work and comment on the plans 
then please pop along to the April PC 
meeting at 7.00pm to have a say.  

Finally, we held a competition with the 
school children to re-design the Well 
garden so that it would get more use and 
also look more a part of the village. The 
designs were fantastic though a new 
Jurassic Park was a bit too ambitious for 
us! We’ve picked some winners and they 
will get prizes and the School and the 
children will get a small plaque in the 
Garden. You’ll remember that the 
garden was given to the Village for the 
children’s use and we are keen to make 
the design reflect that. On that final note 
I would really like to hear from a 
professional landscape/garden designer 
who might be able to help us turn these 
imaginative drawings into a working 
plan. Can you help our community with 
this? 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

The Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children are 
creating their own drama for a 
performance to parents called ‘The 
Shakespeare Trilogies – a comedy, a 
tragedy and a romance’. They will 
perform this to parents as part of their 
learning for their Literacy and History 
work on the Tudors. Class 2 have visited 
the church to look at the wall paintings 
as part of their research and the children 
have been creating Tudor sewing and 
stitching. 

The children have been designing plans 
and ideas for the Well Garden near the 
Village Shop. A big thank you to Nicola 
Clark for coming into to talk to the 
children inspiring them to come up with 
several different ideas. We had a large 
response and the children had been very 
thoughtful. They have been judged and 
we are waiting for the result to see which 
design has been selected. 

During the February holiday, two 
parents, Phil Parker and Ed Richards very 
kindly put our new boarding around the 
raised beds ready for Gardening Club to 
start this term. They chose the coldest 
Saturday of this year but have done a 
fantastic job and we are very grateful for 
their help. FoOS have funded the 
boarding and new compost so many 
thanks to them. As soon as the weather 
improves we will be turning our thoughts 
to revamping the gardens at the front of 
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the school, that the older children used 
to garden, as we shall be turning this into 
a reflective ‘Peace Garden’. 

The Nordic Walking, led by Steve Ellis, 
from Gemini Outdoors has been very 
successful. The children have been given 
different challenges to work through and 
are using whole upper body movements 
to use the poles correctly. Everyone has 
been fully involved and during the last 
week of term, there will be a small 
competition with the children from 
Sutton Benger School, who are also 
enjoying sessions of Nordic Walking. 

We will be holding our Easter Service on 
Friday 7th April at 9.15 am in All Saints 
Church and anyone from the Parish is 
very welcome to join us. This will be our 
last day of term and school will return on 
Monday 24th April. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Oaksey Youth Club 

We are delighted to tell you that we have 
appointed Kim Gale as our new Youth 
Leader.  She will run both Junior (7-11) 
and Senior (11 and over) Youth Clubs, 
after Easter, which will provide 
continuity and progression between the 
two sections of the club.  

Kim is already enthusiastically engaged 
in preparation and planning Junior and 
Senior sessions.  Both clubs will run on a 
Thursday night starting on 27 April in the 
Youth Hut; Juniors from 5.30-6.45 
followed by Seniors from 7.00-8.30. Kim 

hopes to come to the school to meet 
junior members before the end of term 
and drop in to the senior session on 4th 
April.  

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Kat Auber-Hill for all her excellent 
work in setting up and running the 
seniors pilot scheme. 

The youth club committee look forward 
to a successful future and hope for the 
wholehearted support of both parents 
and young people.   

If you have any queries, please contact 
Miriam on 01666 577689. 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our March meeting was great fun with 
opportunities for participation from the 
members as Ann Blagden led a session 
on how to ‘Shake and Vac’ - making the 
most of keeping fit whilst doing 
housework!! There was much hilarity 
and most agreed that it was not as easy 
as it looked. 

In February Members and friends also 
enjoyed a trip to The Wyvern Theatre to 
see Blood Brothers. It was a very good 
production and there were not many dry 
eyes during the final scene! 

Next meeting 

Our next meeting on Thursday 13th April 
in Oaksey Village hall at 7.15pm is on 
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Reflexology. Hannah from Health and 
Beauty in Hankerton will be coming to 
demonstrate and talk about this. 

This will be our first evening meeting of 
the year –commencing at 7.15pm. If you 
are interested in coming along as a visitor 
to hear Hannah then entrance will be £4 
to include refreshments. 

Exciting news! Congratulations to Liz 
Fleming and Liz Kirkham for their 
wonderful work for the Tim Poole Cup 
(Gloucester Federation competition) to 
design an annual programme for Oaksey 
WI. Oaksey came second out of 18 and all 
entries will be shown at the Annual 
Council Meeting in Cheltenham, on 22nd 
March.  

Forthcoming Events 

Oaksey WI has been invited to attend an 
evening meeting at Stratton WI on 18th 
May.  This will be about “Walks with 
Hawks” and an Owl Encounter. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

I am afraid I have been away visiting my 
son in New Zealand and missed the last 
meeting so there is a gap in my reports - 
the meeting was in Sherston and when I 
have caught up I shall be able to give you 
a short report. However, our next 

meeting will be at 10am. on Thursday the 
6th April - do please note the unusual 
date. It will be here at The Willow Tree, 
Tuners Lane, Crudwell with me and our 
speaker will be Mary Head who was our 
Diocesan President at the time of the 
Queen's 90th Birthday and was invited to 
the celebrations in the Mall. We will hear 
all about the day and see the whole 
package of things provided for the picnic 
including the rain gear! Do come, it will 
be very amusing and interesting. See you 
then. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 
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Seniors Football 

Following a five 
game winning spell 
Oaksey’s men’s side 
has reached two cup 
semi-finals and also 
finished third in the second division of 
the M4 Karting Cirencester & District 
League. Of only one more point had been 
won, the team would have finished in 
second place. 

The sup semi-finals will match Oaksey 
against Kingshill (beaten 3-2 on 11 
March) and Sherston who, despite their 
second place in the league, has been 
defeated by Oaksey whilst an earlier 
league match ended all square. 

Phil Rice 
 

Oaksey Cricket 
Club 

At the AGM on 3 
March, the 
following were 
elected: 

 Chairman – Arun Desai 
 Secretary – Emily Brookes 
 Treasurer – Derek Boulton 
 Club Welfare Officer  - Mark Nicholls 
 Club  and Saturday captain – Andy 

Steward 
 T20 captain – Ken Lane 
 Patrick Lawrence continues as the 

President of the Club 

Astute readers will note that there is a 
change of Club and Saturday captain.  

Ken Lane stepped down after 20 years of 
management with the Club so thank you 
Ken for your efforts over the years.  He 
leaves the captaincy with the team 
promoted to the Div 7 of the GCCL. Well 
done Ken. We look forward to your 
continued support as a coach. 

Anyone wishing to play for the Club 
should contact the Captain, Andy 
Steward on 07411 806246. 

The major fund-raising event took place 
on 10 March when about 110 people 
attended the Race Night.  Thank you to 
all of them and the sponsors and helpers 
who made the evening an enjoyable 
experience. 

The fixture list is being finalised.  The first 
League match is at home against 
Charfield at 1 pm. There will be plenty of 
cricket as the juniors will play their 
matches on Sunday mornings. More 
details below. 

Coaching and Junior Cricket 

We have already held 5 indoor nets for 
the seniors and 2 indoor practices for the 
kids. 

In respect of the Juniors – and both girls 
and boys are hugely welcome: 

 Pre-Season Indoor practice – we 
have 2 more sessions from 4 – 5pm 
on Sundays 26th March and 2nd 
April. These sessions are free.  

 In-Season cricket practice – to be 
held from 6.30 to 8.30pm on Fridays 
from (we think) 28th April for about 
10 weeks  
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 Matches – both friendly and league 
will be held from 10am on Sunday 
mornings. These will be both home 
and away fixtures  

 Parental offers of help – we are 
always interested in offers of help 
from parents specifically to manage 
the logistics of things like BBQs on 
Friday evenings, getting the kids to 
away fixtures and keeping an eye on 
them – and returning them! Please 
let me know what you are able to do 
– the more the merrier. 

Application Forms will be being sent out 
in early April – if you are not on our radar 
screen then please contact Mark 
Nicholls. 

Looking forward we have some dates for 
your diary’s: 

 First outside coaching session Friday 
28th April at 6.30pm 

 First Under 9 Fixture Sunday May 
7th Away @ Bourton Vale 

 First Under 11 Fixture Sunday May 
7th Away @ Lechlade 

 First Under 13 Fixture Thursday May 
4th North Cotswolds 

The full fixture list will be available soon 
– rest assured there will be plenty of 
cricket for all the age groups this season 
and because of this step change we are 
looking for parents to come forward to 
help with managing some of the logistics 
of these fixtures. This will include 
identifying availability, arranging 
appropriate transport, supervising on 
the day and returning the kids to Oaksey. 

(As a reminder, U 11’s and U13’s will be 
playing hard ball cricket and will need 
appropriate protective kit. There are 
several shops in Cirencester and Swindon 
selling junior cricket equipment as well 
as very popular web sites such as Cricket 
Direct etc.) 

And for the very young (5 to 8 year olds) 
we are one of the few All Stars Cricket 
Centres that has signed up and complied 
with the requirements – we plan to host 
up to 40 really young ones (both boys 
and girls) on Friday evenings from 
6.30pm from mid May. This is an exciting 
new initiative from the ECB specifically 
focused on getting our kids involved 
earlier. 

Mark 
01666 577728 
07818 407061 

 

Friday Club  

Poole Keynes Village Hall  

Friday 7th April 2017 

Hunt for the Wilderpeople 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. If members wish to bring a guest 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person.  

Please Note: Guests need to book as 
priority is given to members and seating 
is limited. Please call Judith on 01285 
770301 to book  
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This is a change from the previously 
advertised film I, Daniel Blake which will 
now be screened in May 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 

Health and wellbeing 

Can you drive? 

I love my car! Some of you will know that 
it has a name and whilst not always in 
pristine, polished condition, I love it!  ’ve 
been driving on the road since my 17th 
birthday; driving around fields long 
before that too! I cannot imagine how I 
would feel if I lost that independence, 
but I know that at some stage, like very 
many people, I will have to stop driving. 
The feeling of complete and utter 
isolation must be horrific, and this is 
where the LINK schemes are absolutely 
fantastic. Most of our area is covered by 
a Link scheme and they are a real success 
story. Volunteers (like you?) give a few 
hours per month, either on a regular or 
ad hoc basis, to offer transport for 
isolated people to attend various 
appointments, often health related, but 
sometimes shopping or social events.  
The Link scheme gives a mileage 
allowance to its drivers for motoring 
costs. Is this something YOU could help 
with?  It is not an onerous task and it’s 
something which can be fitted in around 
our busy lives, but it makes such a huge 
difference to the users of the scheme.   

Are you an organiser? 

LINK schemes are all about putting 
people in touch with people. As such, a 

key LINK scheme role is that of the co-
ordinator. Taking calls from people 
needing transport and putting them in 
touch with LINK scheme drivers is the 
main thing that’s involved so if you like 
talking to people then this might be the 
ideal role for you. Could you support this 
role even for just a few hours per week 
or month? 

Volunteers are wonderful and make the 
world go around. We all volunteer from 
time to time, so how about trying 
something new? Call me for a 
confidential chat to find out what it’s all 
about. If you wish to take it further, I can 
put you in touch with your nearest Link 
Scheme – between us we can make a 
difference! 

Meanwhile (after I have washed my 
car!), as ever, I am around for general 
help and support on a wide variety of 
issues including transport, mobility and 
safety around the home and reducing 
the feeling of loneliness. Give me a call 
on 07557 922020 and leave a message. I 
will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

February meeting 

On February 15th members attended 
our annual dinner, held at La Flambé in 
Sutton Benger. The evening gave 
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members the opportunity to socialise 
whilst enjoying an excellent dinner. 

Future meetings 

April 19th Work shop - Pot luck. 

May 17th. 45th Anniversary Celebration 
- Pam Lewis workshop and 
demonstration followed by celebration 
tea. 

June 21st Demonstration by Sandra Snell 
entitled “Journeys in my mind.”  
Competition – favourite flower. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new members 
are always welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 

Symphony Orchestra Concert in 
Malmesbury Abbey 

Under the baton of its new conductor, 
Tim Harrison, the Wessex Concert 
Orchestra is making a welcome return to 
Malmesbury Abbey on Saturday 29th 
April at 7.30pm for ‘Scenes from 
Scandinavia’ 

The highlight of the evening will be the 
Grieg Piano Concerto.  

This is one of the best-known piano 
concertos particularly in Britain – being 
brought to popular notice in a famous 
Morecambe and Wise sketch with 
conductor Andre Previn where Eric 

Morecambe famously played "all the 
right notes, but not necessarily in the 
right order". 

The soloist for the evening will be You-
Chiung Lin.  

Also on the programme is Finlandia by 
Sibelius. Possibly the most famous piece 
by Sibelius, and the rousing Sibelius 3rd 
Symphony along with cameo pieces - 
Grieg’s Wedding ad Troldhaugen, Letzter 
Fruhling (Last Spring from Elegiac 
Melodies) and Andante Festivo by 
Sibelius. 

This promises to be a wonderful evening 
of Scandinavian music in the beautiful 
setting of Malmesbury Abbey and the 
symphonic repertoire at an affordable 
price locally!! 

Tickets at £12 (£10 concessions) Contact 
liz@jacfleming.plus.com for £1 reduction 
in prices if booked through her before 
22nd April. Also from; 

 Malmesbury Abbey Bookshop 
 Thomas of Malmesbury , The 

Triangle 
 Website – www.wco.org.uk  
 And on the door subject to 

availability. 
 

Race Night 

The organisers would like to thank all the 
sponsors, punters, helpers and those 
who bid generously during the auction of 
Promises for making the Race Night on 
10th March an enjoyable event. One 
hundred and ten people attended.  We 
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are still gathering in the monies for the 
auction. 

 

  
Services 

 There will be a Group Holy 
Communion service at Charlton on 
Palm Sunday, 9 April at 10am.  

 Morning Prayer will be held at 
Oaksey at 8.30am each day from 
Monday, 10 April to Thursday, 13 
April. 

 On Good Friday, 14 April, members 
of the PCC are holding a Family Craft 
Activities session at Oaksey at 
10.30am. 

 Easter Sunday Holy Communion 
service at Oaksey on 16 April at 
11am. 

 Holy Communion service at Oaksey 
on 23 April at 11am. 

 There will be a Group Holy 
Communion service at Hankerton on 
Sunday, 30 April at 10am.  

Church Cleaning Day 

A note for your diaries: This will take 
place on Saturday, 3 June at 10am, 
followed by a lunchtime barbecue at the 
back of the Church.  

Manning the Church 

The Church is now open on Saturdays 
from 25 March until 30 September 
inclusive. There are 2 hour slots available 
on various Saturdays to greet visitors to 
our Church, so, if you are able to 
volunteer, please let Miriam know on 
577689. For anyone who hasn’t done this 
before, we can provide guidance and 
help on interesting features of the 
Church, so do please join us in looking 
after our visitors once again this year. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 19 
April at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 
per head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 12 April if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 

Rector Message 

Hope at Easter 

Happy Easter! This may be a little early, 
but the great Easter story of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ is at the 
heart of the Christian faith and it’s a story 
that is literally life-changing. Easter is all 
about hope.  Steven Croft, the new 
Bishop of Oxford, has recently put it like 
this: 

‘For a Christian, time has a particular 
shape. It is not an endless cycle with all 
things returning in their season. It is not 
a succession of ages with each one worse 
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than the one before so that we look back 
to a golden past. It is not the story of 
relentless human progress and evolution 
towards a perfect future where all 
problems will be solved.  

‘Time has this shape. Humanity is deeply 
flawed and the flaws in humankind affect 
the good creation God has made. All is 
not as God would have it be. God sent his 
Son to be the Saviour of the world, and 
to proclaim God’s reign. God’s kingdom 
is established in the life and death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. But God’s 
kingdom is not here yet in all its fullness. 
As Christians we look forward to the day 
when Christ will come again, when God’s 
reign of peace and justice will be 
established in the earth. 

‘We are called to live in between the 
time when Christ established the 
kingdom and the time when Christ will 
return in glory. This is the time when the 
Church prays each day “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.”’ 

These are huge things to think about, but 
I do find it helpful to remember that I live 
in this ‘in-between time.’ It encourages 
me to look for signs of God’s kingdom - 
love, justice, generosity, reconciliation, 
peace – and to get stuck in and work for 
such things. At the same time, I’m 

reminded that it isn’t all up to me: it’s up 
to God. For me, that’s a very hopeful 
thing! 

This Easter, I hope you will be able some 
of these signs in our villages. I hope you 
can enjoy some special times with family 
and friends. And I hope you will feel able 
to come to church to discover the great 
story of Easter once again for yourself. 
Happy Easter! 

Rev’d Phil 
 

Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings  

April is the time of year when we have 
our Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
(the local church’s AGM). These meeting 
are open to all on the electoral roll of 
each church. As well as being an 
important business meeting, an APCM is 
a good opportunity to hear our news and 
discuss our hopes for the future.  

Times are as follows: Ashley: 10:30am 
April 23rd; Charlton: 7:30pm April 25th; 
Crudwell: 7:30pm April 27th; Hankerton: 
pm April 5th; Minety 7:30pm April 6th; 
Oaksey: 7pm April 24th. Please do come 
if you can. 

Rev’d Phil 
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 2 Apr 9 Apr 13 Apr 14 Apr 16 Apr 23 Apr 30 Apr 

Ashley 

Holy 
communion 

(BCP) 
8.30am 

Evening 

Prayer 

6pm 
  

Morning Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
communion 
9.30am and 

APCM 

 

Charlton 
Family 
Service 
9.30am 

Group 

Communion 

10am 
 

The Last 
Hour 
2pm 

Holy communion 
9.30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 
 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
 

Sedar 
meal 

Family Craft 
Activities 
10:30am 

Sunrise Service 
6am 

Holy Communion 
11am 

All Age 
Worship 

11am 
 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

  
Family Craft 

Activities 
10:30am 

Holy Communion 
9.30am 

 

‘Teaching’ 
Communion 
Hankerton 

10am 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 
  

Holy communion 
11am 

Service of the Word 
10am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 
 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
  

Family Craft 
Activities 
10:30am 

Holy Communion 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 
 

 


