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Parish Council 

We have just submitted our entry for the 
CPRE Best Kept Village in North Wiltshire 
competition and the judges will come 
along unannounced in May/June.  

The school children’s’ marvellously 
innovative designs for the Well Garden 
are now being turned in to working plans 
thanks to a very generous offer from the 
Pegasus planning group in Cirencester. 
Once these have been sorted out we will 
set a budget and get started. This will 
probably happen after the judging but 
never mind- it will look great for 2018. 

In the meantime, we are planning to 
install the planters around the village in 
the next few weeks. Best to avoid any 
sudden frosts at the moment! We 
haven’t quite fixed the dates yet but we 
will pop these on to the website when 
confirmed. 

We will also need each one to be 
adopted by a villager to water and 
maintain. We will provide all the plants 
and materials. If you would like to adopt 
one-see the actual sites on the website- 
then please let us know. 

Finally, please have a second look at your 
frontage to ensure they are looking their 
best. The judges will go all around the 
Village and our houses as well as 
amenities, church, shop, school, village 
hall, pub, will all need to look their best! 

The local elections will be taking place 
next week on Thursday and hopefully 
you will be able to turn out and vote. We 
have just heard that there will be no 
need for an election for the Parish 
Council because the 7 of us currently on 
the Parish Council were the only 
applicants. This continuity is very good 
for Oaksey and I’d like to thank the 
current Councillors for their work to date 
and for agreeing to give more of their 
valuable time in the future to helping 
Oaksey. 

We do though have an election for a 
Wiltshire Councillor and the choice will 
soon be published. Please try to get 
along and use your vote to get the best 
person for Wiltshire and Oaksey. 

The playground group are making great 
progress towards Phase 2 and are quite 
near to securing the funding to start. We 
all take great pride in our facilities and 
we can all help by ensuring that rubbish 
is not put in to the bins when it could be 
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taken home and that anybody taking a 
dog anywhere on to our field is politely 
reminded of the strict no dog rule. 

Finally, our plans for traffic calming in the 
Village are still live but moving slowly. 
We should see a more detailed proposal 
soon and then we can open the 
discussion to get the best and most 
affordable scheme. Making our roads 
safer whilst minimising intrusive signs is 
the goal which I’m sure we would all 
share. It’s a challenge but one well worth 
meeting. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

Swiss student accommodation required 

Oaksey School have links with the 
University of Zurich and host a student 
teacher most years for 3 weeks at the 
beginning of June. 

This year we have a 25-year-old male 
student from 3rd - 25th June. If anyone 
has any accommodation available for 
these three weeks please could you 
contact the school (01666 577221) for 
further information. 

He would need to be provided with 
meals and possibly some organised 
activity during the weekends. 

  

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our April meeting was a talk and 
demonstration on Reflexology by 
Hannah from Hankerton Health and 
Beauty. It was a very interesting and 
relaxing session followed by questions at 
the end of the hour-long session.  
Despite the coldness of the evening, the 
reflexology was so relaxing that Misha 
(the model) went to sleep during the 
treatment!  Jenny thanked Hannah for 
her time, especially since she had only 
returned from abroad that afternoon. 
We welcomed two guests to the 
meeting. 

A short report was given on the Annual 
Council Meeting by the members who 
attended.  The speakers, Lucy Worsley 
and Lady Bathurst, were excellent.  

Liz Fleming and Jean Bennett attended 
an evening on 29th March at 
Churchdown for an amusing talk by Peter 
Bryant retiring secretary of the 
Gloucestershire Federation as “Man at 
the WI” –Peter is believed to be the only 
male WI secretary in the country!  A total 
of approximately £800 was collected 
towards the Jenson’s Journey charity. 

7 members have signed up to attend an 
Open Meeting at Stratton WI on 
Thursday 18th May at 7.00p.m. when the 
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subject will be ‘Walks with hawks and an 
owl encounter’.  

This year’s croquet afternoon in 
Cheltenham with afternoon tea is on 
Thursday 27th July. 

Members who wish to attend either of 
the above events please contact Jean if 
they have not already done so.  

Our May meeting on Thursday 11th May 
at 7.15 for 7.30pm will be a discussion on 
the resolutions for the forthcoming 
National AGM. These are ‘Alleviating 
Loneliness’ and ‘Plastic Soup –keep 
microplastic fibres out of our oceans’.   
Jenny and Liz will give a summary of the 
main issues for discussion and Ellen 
Blacker has also been invited to give a 
short talk on loneliness.  

One of our long-standing members, 
Belinda Leyfield, has died at the age of 
90. She had been a regular member until 
2015 when sadly illness stopped her 
from attending the meetings. The WI 
expressed their heartfelt sympathy to 
Belinda’s family at this sad time. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We have just had our April meeting on 
the unusual day of the first Thursday 
rather than on Maundy Thursday. Those 

of us who were able to come enjoyed a 
very entertaining talk from Mary Head 
who went to the picnic in the Mall to 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. As 
we remembered it poured with rain all 
morning but despite that it was a very 
happy occasion and Mary brought all the 
items they were given from the rainproof 
cape to the picnic basket with their lunch 
and many goodies from various firms, 
including sun cream! It was one of the 
most amusing talks we have had and we 
were sad for those who missed it. 

Next month we are back to our usual 
second Thursday which is May 11th and 
this will be our Deanery Festival at 
Hankerton Church at 10am. This is a joint 
event with members from Chippenham 
Deanery with our Diocesan President, 
Aurea Hart. This is a very special occasion 
and I do hope very much that we shall all 
be there to welcome friends from 
Chippenham and greet Aurea -  a chance 
to meet her and enjoy her company with 
us. See you then. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Christian Aid Week 

Whether due to conflict or to disasters, 
emergency response is a big part of 
Christian Aid's work. Your generosity 
makes it possible. Please make sure that 
the enclosed Christian Aid envelope, 
with your contribution, is returned to the 
village shop before the 20th May. Thank 
you for helping to save lives and support 
needy people in the long term. 
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 

 

 

PHEW 
Programme 
2017 

Please note that we will be using the 
Oaksey Website and the Oaksey Buzz to 
communicate updates to the PHEW 
programme.  Please sign up at 
http://www.oakseyvillage.org/ 

The Late Spring Walk 
Sunday 28th May 2017 

The first walk is around the quieter parts 
of Bibury and is around 4 miles long.  

Meeting point is the junction of 
Cemetery lane and Church Road outside 
the church at 14.00. 

The Summer Mountain Bike Ride 
Sunday 9th July 2017 

An 18 mile route suitable for all. Start at 
the Village Hall at 10.00. A mixture of 
lanes, unsurfaced tracks, muddy 
bridleways, jumps and a water splash. 
Cake stop half way.  

The Road Bike Ride 
Sunday 3rd September 2017 

A repeat previous years' events, the 
route is 21 miles long and covers every 
road within the Oaksey Parish via a series 
of loops that pass through the village 
several times so shorter distances can be 
completed. The ride starts at 10.00 at the 
Village Hall. 

The Late Summer Walk 
Sunday 24th September 2017 

The second walk is around the Ampneys 
and is 4.5miles long. 

Meeting point is the loop road off the 
A417 grid ref 073 017 at 14.00. 

The Winter Mountain Bike Ride 
Sunday 3rd December 2017  

A repeat of the Summer 18mile route but 
a bit wetter and muddier with welcome 
cake and coffee halfway. Meet at the 
village hall at 10.00. 

Roger Squance 
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rsquance@btinternet.com 
01666 577679 

 
 

Oaksey Cricket 
Club 

The Club has 
revamped the 
web-site on 
oaksey.org so please visit to see the 
fixtures for the season. Also posted are 
the Club’s regulatory policies which all 
members are required to read and 
comply with. 

The season proper starts this month with 
the first GCCL League match at home on 
6 May.  The league matches will start at 
1 pm.  

Other fixture for the month are as 
follows: 

04May@18:00 North Cotswold Young 
Cricketers U13 League Away 

06May@13:00 Charfield GCCL 
League match   Home 

07May@10:00 Charlton Kings U9 
Friendly   Away 

07May@10:00 Lechlade A U11A 
League   Away 

11May@18:00 Fairford U13 
League   Home 

13May@13:00 Charlton Kings GCCL 
League match   Away 

14May@10:00 Cheltenham U9 
Friendly   Home 

14May@10:00 Cirencester U11A 
League   Home 

17May@17:30 Lechlade CDCA 
evening T20   Home 

18May@18:00 Poulton U13 
League   Home 

20May@13:00 CAM CC GCCL 
League match   Home 

*21May@14:30 CDCA U-10 Junior 
County Game   Home 

*21May@10:00 Bourton Vale B U9 
Friendly   Home 

21May@10:00 Slaughters U11A 
CUP   Away 

25May@TBC Cirencester  U13 CUP
   Home 

27May@13:00 Charlford CC GCCL 
League match   Away 

28May@10:00 GREAT RISSINGTON U-
9 FESTIVAL   Away 

31May@17:30 Cirencester CDCA 
evening T20   Away 

*Fixtures to be deconflicted. 

The juniors will play matches in different 
age groups so the use of the playing field 
will increase.  We would be grateful for 
support for our teams at Home matches. 

Race Night 

The Race Night on 10 March raise an 
incredible sum of £4’848. The organisers 
are extremely grateful to the folks who 
donated promises for the auction, 
sponsored the races and tables and 
bought tickets. The causes, Injured 
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Jockeys Fund, the Village Hall and the 
Cricket and Football Clubs, shared the 
sum equally.  Thank you for the support. 

Arun Desai 
 

Friday Club  

Poole Keynes Village Hall  

Friday 5th May 2017 

I, Daniel Blake 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm. If members wish to bring a guest 
then the entrance charge will be £3.50 
per person.  

Please Note: Guests need to book as 
priority is given to members and seating 
is limited. Please call Judith on 01285 
770301 to book  

 

Charity Premiere Film Night 

Poole Keynes Film Club is holding a 
charity film and supper night on Friday 
26th May for Longfield Community Care 
Hospice 

The film will be “Lion” starring Nicole 
Kidman and Dev Patel. The cost will be 
Members £7.50      Guests £10     6.30pm 
for 7.00pm  

Supper will be salmon, cold roast turkey 
or vegetarian option with salads and new 
potatoes, followed by summer pudding 
or chocolate mousse. To help with the 
planning and to keep the food costs 

down it would be appreciated if you 
could book as soon as possible as seating 
is limited and give your menu choice to 
Judith 01285 770301. As this is a film 
premiere it would be fun if members and 
guests entered the spirit of the event and 
dressed accordingly, posh frocks and 
bow ties!!!! 

 

Quiz Night 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the teams for their support   at 
the Quiz Night held at Poole Keynes 
Village Hall on Friday 20th March. We 
had a most enjoyable evening with 
delicious puddings and challenging 
questions. The scoring was very close 
one round from the end with only one 
point between first and second, but the 
final round was a wipe out round which 
put paid to one of the teams and Helens 
team from Somerford Keynes were the 
victors  

Our particular thanks to Rachel and Rob 
our excellent quiz masters the organisers 
and helpers and also to everyone who 
donated a pudding. 

 The grand total of £410 was raised and 
will be shared 50/50 between Red Nose 
Day and Poole Keynes village hall running 
costs and maintenance programme. 

The £205 donated to Red Nose Day will 
help to fund 2,000 projects in the UK 
including homelessness, metal health, 
dementia and vulnerable young people, 
and also with fighting malaria, running an 
immunisation programme and educating 
children in Africa. 
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Thank you  

Judith 
01285 770301 

 

Health and wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all that I 
am around for general help and support 
on a wide variety of issues including 
transport, mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness.  Give me a call on 07557 
922020 and leave a message.  I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

March meeting 

At the flower cub meeting on March 15th 
Emily Broomhead from south Wiltshire 
called her demonstration “In Print”. The 
evening proved to be popular with a 
large audience being treated to colourful 
and original arrangements all associated 
with various topical articles.  The new 
style competition a single garden flower 
had a large number of entries with 
members voting for their favourite.  

Future meetings 

May 17th.   45th Anniversary Celebration 
Pam Lewis workshop am. Demonstration 
followed by celebration tea pm. (To be 
held at Oaksey village hall.  Members 
only day) 

June 21st Demonstration by Sandra Snell 
entitled “Journeys in my mind.” 
Competition – favourite flower. 

July 19th Demonstration by David Martin 
entitled “A Celebration”. Competition – 
favourite flower. 

Looking forward  

September 7th visit to Hereford 
Cathedral Flower Festival. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. (unless otherwise stated) If 
you enjoy flowers come and join us, 
visitors and new members are always 
welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 

Your local Rotary Club is Fifty! 

The local Rotary Club of the South 
Cotswolds reaches its 50th anniversary in 
June of this year – the club being 
originally chartered on 21st June 1967. 
And one of the founding members is still 
an active member of the club! 

The Rotary Club of the South Cotswolds 
holds Club meetings in the Horse Guards 
pub in Brokenborough. The club serves 
Malmesbury, Tetbury and the 
surrounding villages. It typically has a 
membership in the 20s – the actual 
membership going up and down as 
individuals move away and as new 
members join. 
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It is often said that Rotary is about three 
“F”s – Fun, Fellowship and, yes, Fund 
Raising (many will have seen us outside 
the Co-op and Waitrose on Christmas 
Eve collecting for Rotary Charities). The 
Club meets on most Monday evenings 
for a meal together, followed by a 
speaker or a Club meeting. Being a group 
of like minded individuals we come 
together to try and make a difference to 
the community in which we live and 
work, whilst definitely having fun and 
enriching our lives. 

As it approaches its 50th anniversary the 
Club is still active in many ways. In terms 
of events it regularly organises a choral 
concert in Malmesbury Abbey (the next 
is a performance by the Stuart Singers on 
10th June), a fun run in the grounds of 
Badminton House (the Horseless Team 
Event), the fireworks display in Tetbury 
and a Santa Sleigh that tours 
Malmesbury and several of the 
surrounding villages. The Club also 
supports wider Rotary activities such as 
the Young Musician Competition, 
Schools Technology Tournament and 
International Youth Exchanges. The Club 
supports the Rotary-organised Kids Out 
event at Longleat when selected groups 
of children are taken from the junior 
schools of Malmesbury and Tetbury to 
join hundreds of other children brought 
by other Rotary Clubs in the South west 
area for a day of fun! The Club also 
provides volunteer drivers for the 
monthly shopping trip from Glovers 
Court to Chippenham 

The Club focuses its community support 
primarily on to local charities and good 

causes. For its Golden Anniversary Year 
the Club has provided substantial grants 
to the Malmesbury Athelstan Museum 
project to bring the Moravian Church 
into use and to the Tetbury Goods Shed 
project which provides an arts and 
entertainment centre for the area. It also 
makes one-off grants to support local 
people in need or to allow them to seize 
an opportunity that they would not 
otherwise be able to take up. 

In addition members of the Club get 
involved in many internal Rotary 
activities such as inter-club petanque 
(boules), skittles, golf and quiz 
competitions. The Club also has a 
number of key social functions each year 
– perhaps the highlights are the 
President’s Night (when we have a Black 
Tie dinner to celebrate the annual 
handing-on of the presidency) and the 
Christmas Party (when members are 
invited to do a “turn”). 

The Rotary Club of the South Cotswolds 
welcomes both men and women as 
members. The best way to find out about 
Rotary is to talk to one of the existing 
members (if you know one) or to contact 
us through our web site 

  
Services 
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There will be a Group Holy Communion 
service at Minety on Sunday, 14 May at 
10am.  

Morning Prayer will be held at Oaksey at 
8.30am each day from Monday, 22 May 
to Thursday, 25 May. 

The Ascension Day service for the 
Braydon Brook Group will be held at 
Oaksey on Thursday, 25 May at 7.30pm. 

Organist / Pianist 

We have been extremely fortunate over 
the past 5 years or so to have had the 
services of Liz Adey as our Organist at the 
Church. Some of you may know that Liz 
and her family are in the throes of 
moving to France, probably making the 
final move at some point next year. In 
the meantime, the family are spending 
more and more time in France making 
preparations for the move, which, sadly, 
means, that for the rest of this year, we 
will only have Liz as our Organist for May 
& December. 

So, we are now actively seeking a 
replacement for Liz which will not be an 
easy task. So, if any Oaksey resident is a 
budding Organist / Pianist, we would 
love to hear from you. Indeed, you may 
know of someone who lives close by, not 
necessarily in Oaksey.  

And the good news is that the Church will 
pay for those services. We are willing to 
pay £500.00 per annum, but this can be 
negotiated. In addition, we will pay 
£100.00 for playing at a wedding and 
£70.00 for a funeral. 

If you are interested, or know of 
someone who may be interested, please 
give Nick Mangnall a ring on 01666 
577982 or email: 
nickjmangnall@gmail.com 

Good Friday Activities Event 

A big thank you to everyone who helped 
at the Good Friday Activities Event. 
Without your help, this would not have 
been possible. Also, I would like to invite 
all the children to come along to our 
Oaksey Sunday School activity. It is held 
every 3rd Sunday at All Saints Church, 
Oaksey at 10.30am, followed by an 
informal Family service at 11am.  

ALL FAMILIES ARE VERY WELCOME.  

For more information, please telephone 
Helen on 577279. 

Wall Painting 

Throughout May, the conservation & 
preservation of the 15th Century middle 
wall painting on the South wall of the 
Church will be undertaken by the Perry 
Lithgow Partnership who are specialists 
in this field. The principal importance of 
this, as yet, unidentified subject matter, 
may lay in its association with the wall 
paintings either side which form a sort of 
triptych of large, monumental figures 
with Christ of the Trades to the left and 
St. Christopher with the Christ child to 
the right. One possible outcome is that 
the middle wall painting may prove to be 
a ‘Man of Sorrows’. If this is the case, this 
will be a rare surviving example of the 
subject and makes its connection with 
the adjacent Sunday Christ all the more 
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important. These depictions of Christ 
were intended to give a vivid warning to 
those who worked on ‘days of obligation’ 
(attendance of Mass) that they were re-
crucifying Christ by their actions. As such, 
they provide a fascinating insight into 
medieval life and the devotion 
associated with the imagery. 

The work starts on Tuesday, 2nd May for 
4 weeks. If you would like to pop into the 
Church throughout May, on weekdays 
only, to check on progress, you will be 
made very welcome. 

Church Cleaning Day 

A further reminder that this will be on 
Saturday, 3 June at 10am, followed by a 
lunchtime barbecue and Pimms cocktails 
at the back of the Church. This year, we 
will again be carrying out maintenance 
work outside the Church as well as in the 
Church, so, if you are able to help out, 
please bring along your gardening 
implements, such as pruning & lopping 
shears, wheelbarrows, petrol strimmers 
etc. Your continued efforts will be greatly 
appreciated by the P.C.C. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 17 
May at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 
per head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 

know by Wednesday, 10 May if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 

Rector Message 

I do hope you had a very happy Easter. 
We enjoyed some beautiful weather in 
April and, along with the beauty of our 
churches, this helped us to celebrate the 
great Christian festival of God’s love and 
forgiveness. I’m very grateful to 
everyone in our churches who worked so 
hard over Easter in a whole range of 
ways. We have much to be thankful for.  

At the same time, we have seen a higher 
than normal number of funerals and 
illnesses in our parishes recently and I 
know that there are families who are 
grieving at the moment. I am struck by 
the way in which people in our parishes 
care for each other and try and help each 
other at such times. If you know of 
someone who might appreciate a visit 
from the church, for whatever reason, do 
let me know. 

Joy and sorrow often seem to exist side 
by side. I’m writing in early April, and the 
news is filled with headlines about the 
ongoing crisis of Syria, the appalling 
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suffering in Yemen, and famine in East 
Africa, to say nothing of fear and division 
in our own society at the moment. Yet at 
the same time, we see stories where 
people display incredible altruism in 
defending the vulnerable. The news 
picture of a young Muslim woman calmly 
and bravely confronting a band of racist 
thugs at a demonstration in Birmingham 
is only one example of many. 

The Christian hope that we celebrated at 
Easter speaks directly into this world of 
profound good and inescapable evil. 
When we are tempted to ignore the 
suffering around us, Good Friday 
reminds us that Jesus suffered for us so 
that we could know God’s love.  When 
we are tempted to be overwhelmed by 

the suffering in our world, Easter Day 
reminds us that God’s love is stronger 
than sin and death and that in the end, 
love will have the final word. 

So as we go into the summer, let’s not 
forget Easter too quickly. Remember the 
challenges of our world, but also 
remember that we have grounds for 
hope. As Christians, we are called to be 
an ‘Easter people’, people of hope who 
are good news in our homes, workplaces, 
parishes and in our world. God Bless, and 
a happy ‘After-Easter’! 

Rev’d Phil 

 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 May 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
(BCP) 8.30am 

Evening 

Prayer 

6pm 

Morning Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

 
Evensong 

6.00pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell Morning 
Worship 11am 

 
Holy Communion 

9.30am 
All Age 

Worship 11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

 
Informal Worship 

11am 
 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Group 
Communion 

10am 

Holy communion 
8:30am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
 

Family Service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 May 

 


