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Parish Council 

Planning for the future is taking up a lot 
of our time at the moment. I know that 
sometimes this doesn’t seem to be 
addressing some of our more immediate 
problems, but putting in the effort now 
should improve village life for us 
eventually. 

The Parish Council has submitted 
objections (again) to the resubmitted 
proposal to build 75 houses on the 
remote Cotswold community site off the 
Spine Rd. Those receiving buzz emails 
were also asked to send in their views. 
This development would have no 
amenities and would be totally 
dependent on the car. The application 
conflicts directly with all local and 
National planning guidance and crucially 
is not now in the Ashton Keynes 
Neighbourhood Draft Plan- though 
interestingly it was originally!  If it were 
to be approved it would therefore totally 
undermine the Ashton Keynes 
Neighbourhood Plan and make a 
mockery of locally driven planning. You 
may wonder how this affects us but the 
potential increase in traffic through our 
village and on the Spine itself is a major 
problem. Combined with massive 

developments at Lower Mill and also at 
the Kemble industrial estate we are 
facing large increases in through traffic. 
This must be managed, which leads me 
in to the next issue. 

We are moving the Village traffic calming 
measures forward slowly. The high costs 
mean that budgets from us and Wiltshire 
Highways have to be very carefully 
planned. At the moment, the Parish 
Council are waiting to receive very 
detailed plans for the resurfacing and 
domed mini roundabout at the 
dangerous area outside our shop and 
also for our 20mph zone which Wiltshire 
have been recommending for a number 
of years. These are just a part of the 
overall plan for the Village which 
includes decluttering many of the road 
signs we have and possibly installing 
some replacements that are more in 
keeping with our heritage environment. 
Once we have these initial plans ready 
we will publish the detail and provide a 
route through which you can comment.  

Please remember to use the MyWiltshire 
site to record any complaints you have 
about a range of issues affecting local 
life. If you are not ‘connected’ then ask a 
friend or neighbour to help. Generally, it 
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works and individual potholes for 
example should be quite quickly sorted 
out. 

Finally, the Village fete is on Saturday 
July 1st and will have all of the traditional 
attractions plus Tony Fleming’s 
Malmesbury Brass Band to entertain us 
throughout the afternoon.  Please make 
sure you come along for a great 
afternoon. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

Along with the children, we have decided 
what we will be doing with the small 
front garden at school that the children 
used to use as their own vegetable or 
flower growing gardens. Over the last 
year, they have become redundant as 
the raised beds have been used more 
regularly. 

Some children are part of the ‘Values 
Volunteers’ team at school who help the 
staff oversee who we learn and practice 
using our Christian Values. They felt it 
would be a good idea to turn the area 
into a ‘Reflective’ garden which would be 
an extension of the playground and 
artificial grass area and we could use it all 
the year round. When we are thinking 
about our Values we use a ‘window’, 
‘mirror’ and ‘door’ analogy to help us 

consider how we should live out the 
Values. The ‘window’ helps us to look out 
and see others using the Values, the 
‘mirror’ helps us look at ourselves and 
see where we have used the Values and 
the ‘door’ helps us decide what we are 
going to go out and do in the future 
regarding using the Values. We are going 
to incorporate these three elements into 
our new garden and hopefully will be 
starting it after half term.  

The last week of Term 4 saw an 
enthusiastic Nordic Walking competition 
between two teams of children from 
Oaksey and Sutton Benger Schools 
competing in a range of events. 
Following on from this, BBC Radio 
Wiltshire has been into school to 
interview the children and Steve Ellis 
from Gemini Outdoors, to find out the 
impact these sessions have had on the 
children. They produced a video of the 
children explaining some basics of Nordic 
Walking which can be accessed from our 
website. The Nordic Walking has been 
very successful and we will be doing this 
with the children again.  

We also have an Archery Club running 
after school for the older children this 
term, led by the Cotswold Range team, 
who are instructing the children with a 
variety of challenges. We are very lucky 
to have access to this wide range of skills 
within the local area! 

A big thank you to all the villagers who 
offered some accommodation for our 
student from Switzerland during June, 
after our second plea through Oaksey 
Buzz. The whole system is very efficient 
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and we are pleased to say that 
everything is sorted! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 

Oaksey Shop AGM 

The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the 
Oaksey Shop shareholders will take place 
at 6:30pm on Monday June 19 in the Rest 
in Oaksey Village Hall. All shareholders 
are invited and anyone else interested in 
hearing what has been happening over 
the last year is welcome to attend. As in 
previous years there will be wine, soft 
drinks and nibbles available for everyone 
attending. The meeting will be over by 
7:30 at the latest. 

Charlotte Burnaby-Atkins 
 
 

Oaksey Fete, Saturday July 1st 

Enclosed with the Village News is a 
programme giving details of the 
attractions this year. Come along and 
enjoy the fun. However, before then - 
here are a few reminders of how you can 
help make the Fete a success. 

Why not bake a cake for the W.I. Cake 
Stall (contact Jenny Moody on 575004) 
or sort out a few bottles for our Bottle 
Stall (Nick Mangnall on 577982), or the 
Tombola (Gill Neilson on 577544). The 
Plant and Produce Stall also needs your 
donations (Kevin McKenna on 577279). 

Bric-a Brac is needed, so turn out those 
cupboards; books, DVDs, china, 

glassware, jewellery, white elephants, 
etc. (no electrical goods or clothes). For 
the children's section we need toys, 
puzzles, books and DVDs (no soft toys). 
To pass on your donations contact Jean 
Bennett (577485) or Fred Price (577955) 
who will store them until Fete Day.   

Thanks for your support. 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our May meeting was our annual 
discussion on the resolutions for the 
forthcoming National AGM. Liz Fleming 
gave a short summary of the resolution 
‘Plastic Soup –keep micro plastic fibres 
out of our oceans’. Ellen Blacker (Health 
and wellbeing champion for Wiltshire 
Council) was present and talked about 
some of the issues of loneliness and how 
these are being addressed locally. She 
was impressed by what Oaksey has to 
offer in community activities and 
support. Then Jenny summed up with 
the resolution on ‘Alleviating Loneliness’. 
Both resolutions were voted on and were 
carried. The result being passed on to 
GFWI. 

Due to the General Election being held 
on the same day, our meeting on 8th 
June with Gordon Brockman speaking on 
“The Life of an Auctioneer” has had to be 
cancelled as no other suitable venue 
could be found. Jenny will speak to Mr. 
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Brockman with a view of having him as 
our speaker for next year. 

But as a substitute the Group Meeting is 
on 29th June at Stratton Village Hall and 
will be a Musical Evening. Details from 
Jean. 

Our next meeting is, therefore, on 13th 
July. This is an outing to Buscot Park 
which will include a house tour and 
cream tea. 

Members have signed up for a croquet 
afternoon on 27th July in Cheltenham. 
This is a very popular event. 

A speaker from the Princes’ Trust has 
been obtained for our meeting on 12th 
October Tickets at a cost of £25 will also 
be available on the evening to visit 
Highgrove gardens. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We have just had our Deanery Festival 
service at Hankerton taken by the Rev. 
Phil and a very good sermon from our 
Diocesan President, Aurea Hart, starting 
with a passage from Alice through the 
Looking Glass which reminded us how 
busy we all are and all the things which 
keep members of the Mothers’ Union so 
busy. It was great to have her with us. 
Sadly several people were unable to 

come, including fellow members from 
Chippenham so numbers were very 
reduced. However it is always good to 
get together and it was a happy 
gathering. 

In June, we have a fund raising tea party 
on Thursday the 8th to raise funds for the 
various Mothers’ Union Projects in the 
diocese including Friends for Parents 
supporting parents of children in the 
Bristol Children’s Hospital, seaside 
outings for disadvantaged families, 
support for refugees and many other 
people needing help and support. We do 
hope that not only members will come 
but also our friends – cream tea with 
cakes and scones from 2.30pm at The 
Willow Tree, Tuners Lane, Crudwell. – do 
come and help us to support those who 
need our help.. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Get Togethers at the Village Hall 

For some time now Liz Adey has opened 
the hall for teas, coffee and snacks on 
Fridays and Saturday mornings. This has 
become a popular venue for village 
people to meet old and new friends and 
exchange local news.  

However, Liz and her family are in the 
process of moving to France. We shall 
miss them all, and of course it raises the 
question of whether these weekend 
openings can continue. Miriam Simpson-
Moran from Minety Lane has stood in 
very ably for Liz recently, but she feels 
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she cannot commit to doing it every 
week. 

If you think you may be able to help, or 
have suggestions on how it might 
continue in some form, please get in 
touch with me to discuss it. 

Fred Price (577955) 
 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 

 

 

Village Hall Internet Access 

Thanks to a grant from the Parish Council 
the Village Hall is now connected to the 
Web so users of the Hall can benefit from 
free WiFi when using the Hall. The 
password will be displayed in the Hall on 

the notice board. We have signed up for 
'Standard Broadband' which gives us 2 
Mbps. If you find this is insufficient over 
the coming months please give feedback 
to myself and we will consider going to 
fibre broadband.  

We will also be acquiring a digital 
projector that can be hired along with 
the Rest and the Hall for those that may 
want to add a slideshow to a private 
party, business meeting or to project 
things as part of an event (Quiz night, 
Race night, etc.). There will be a small 
incremental charge for one-off Hall users 
wishing to use the projector but not for 
regular users in the Rest (Parish Council 
meetings etc). 

Martin Davies 
martindavies100@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
 

Oaksey Cricket 
Club 

Seniors 

The season got off 
to a good start on 
29 April with a win over Seagry in the 
traditional friendly fixture.  Alas this 
momentum did not carry to the first 
GCCL match vs Charfield who beat us by 
5 wickets on 6 May.  A batting 
performance saw Oaksey get to 173 all 
out in 45 overs but a few dropped 
catches allowed the opposition to reach 
the target in 41 overs.  We were certainly 
amongst the big boys after the 
promotion. 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 June 

On 13 May, at Charlton King’s, we lost by 
1 wicket but in reality, it was a lot closer. 
Oaksey need a wicket in the final over 
whereas the opposition needed 3 runs.  
Four dot balls gave us hope.  A single off 
the 5th ball kept our hopes up but 2 runs 
off the last ball gave Charlton King’s the 
victory.  This was a heartening 
performance from Oaksey but we need a 
win soon.   

With batting and bowling points, we are 
sixth in the table but it is early days. 

Juniors 

Many juniors have enrolled in the 
coaching programme which takes place 
on Friday at 6.30 pm until 8 pm.  We have 
had attendances of 27 and 24 on each 
Friday so the Playing Field is a hub of 
activity and energy on these evenings. 

A full fixture list has been arranged for 
the season by the coaching team and it is 
hoped that Parents will bring the 
children to participate in some 
competitive games for differing age 
groups. Contact Mark Nicholls on 01666 
577528. 

The Club has taken up the English Cricket 
Board’s All Stars Cricket initiative for 4 to 
8 years’ old. This will run concurrently on 
Friday evenings.  All kit will be provided 
by the ECB.  Further details from the 
Activator – Emily Brookes on 07793 
806750, but parents/guardians register 
directly with the ECB on-line. 

Village Fete 

The Cricket and Football Clubs will run 
the BBQ stall during the Village Fete on 1 

July.  Please come and support the Clubs 
and the other activities during the 
afternoon. 

Arun Desai 
577592 

 

Seniors Football 

Oaksey FC's senior sides  
ended their season with 
two cup semi final exits 
both by the same 3-1 
score to Sherston and 
Kingshill. In the league games, against 
these two sides Oaksey had been 
unbeaten. Never mind always next 
season! 

Phil Rice 
 

Friday Club  

Thank you to all the members and guests 
who have supported the Poole Keynes 
film club once again this year  

We have shown a varied selection of 
films which I hope everyone who came 
along enjoyed. 

We will be having our summer break 
through out June, July and August but we 
will reconvene on Friday 1st September 
when subscriptions for the next season 
will be due 

If you are interested in joining the club 
then please contact me for more 
information. 

Judith Hiscock 
01285 770301 
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Date for Your Diary 

The Richard Hiscock Memorial Charity 
Cricket Match on Sunday 3nd September 
at Oaksey Playing Field and village Hall 
for Prostate Cancer UK and Chance to 
Shine which is a national charity on a 
mission to spread the power of cricket 

More info Next Month 

 
 

Health and wellbeing 

What do Cupcakes and Dementia have 
in common? 

Nothing whatsoever? Why not pop in to 
the Riverside Community Centre on 
Saturday June 17th between 10.30 and 
1.30 and enjoy a cupcake, a cuppa, 
maybe even a light lunch and find out 
more. 

We are supporting Cupcake Day in aid of 
the Alzheimer Society and Alzheimer 
Support.  If you would like to be involved, 
I would love to hear from you!  Call me: 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

April meeting 

At the flower cub meeting on the 19th of 
April we held a pot luck workshop. Those 
members taking part were asked to bring 

a container ready to use, plus flowers 
and foliage. On arrival, everyone was 
asked to set up their tables and then 
came the news that they were to swap 
places. At the end of the evening 
everyone took home their arrangement, 
but it had been created by someone else. 
The news that there was to be a swap 
caused some amusement and 
trepidation, but all was well with some 
lovely arrangements created. 

Future meetings 

June 21st Demonstration by Sandra Snell 
entitled “Journeys in my mind.”  
Competition – favourite flower. 

July 19th Demonstration by David Martin 
entitled “A Celebration.”  Competition – 
favourite flower. 

August 16th "Bob Brown from Cotswold 
Garden Flowers will be giving a talk 
entitled “Still Looking Good in August” 
(Crudwell Village Hall, 7.00 for 7.30 p.m.  
Tickets £5.00 Open to all) 

Bob is the plantsman-owner of Cotswold 
Garden Flowers, who lectures and 
travels widely in search of new plants. 
Bob is a most entertaining and 
knowledgeable speaker, garden writer 
and experienced nurseryman.   Plants 
will be available to purchase on the 
evening from Cotswold Garden Flowers.  
All money raised will be donated to 
Perennial – formerly the Gardeners 
Royal Benevolent Society. 

Looking back 

Did anyone find a “Lonely Bouquet”? If 
so please let us know. May the 5th was 
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national flower arranging day, to 
celebrate this, flower club members 
placed bouquets around the area for 
lucky finders to take home and enjoy.  

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. (unless stated otherwise) If 
you enjoy flowers come and join us, 
visitors and new members are always 
welcome.  

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 

May Plant Sale 

Lesley Jones reports that the May plant 
Sale raised £170 for the Brain Tumour 
Charity. In all, the family have raised over 
£8000 for this good cause - a magnificent 
effort! Thanks to all for your support. 
Don't forget the June Sale. 

 

PCSO drop in sessions  

We have the following PCSO drop in 
sessions arranged for June. These are 
informal sessions where you can pop in 
for advice or just a chat. A great 
opportunity to get to know your local 
Police Community Support Officer.  

 Ashton Keynes PCSO Bordiss  
13th June 09.30 hrs to 12.30 hrs  

 Charlton Village Hall PCSO Bordiss  
14th June 09.30 hrs to 12.00 hrs  

 Crudwell Village Hall PCSO Bordiss  
7th June 1400 to 1600 hrs  

 Leigh Hillside/Swan Lane PCSO 
Bordiss  
2nd June 15.00 to 15.30hrs  

 Malmesbury Abbey PCSO Lareine  
8th June 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs  
26th June 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs  

 Minety Sports Pavilion PCSO Bordiss  
9th June 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs  

 Oaksey Village Hall PCSO Bordiss  
9th June 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs  

PC 863 Marie Poole 
Community Policing Coordinator -  

Malmesbury and Royal Wootton 
Bassett.  

mailto:marie.poole@wiltshire.pnn.poli
ce.uk 

 

Can you help us to build a better 
future for your Air Ambulance? 

Wiltshire Air Ambulance has been saving 
lives for over 27 years and work has 
begun on our new airbase at Semington, 
near Melksham. 

The new airbase will bring together our 
helicopter, aircrew and charity team 
onto one site for the first time. 

The central location of our new airbase 
will mean our helicopter will be able to 
reach all parts of Wiltshire within 11 
minutes, as it currently does now from its 
base in Devizes. 

Our fundraising appeal for the new 
airbase has got off to a flying start, but 
we still need to raise just under £1 
million to complete the building and 
equipping of it. 
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Can you help us raise the vital funds for 
our Airbase Appeal? There are lots of 
different ways you can get involved, such 
as holding a cake sale, organising a 
challenge event or uploading a photo for 
our helicopter mosaic. 

We also have fun ways for schools and 
businesses to get onboard and support 
our appeal. 

Find our more by visiting our special 
website 

www.wiltshireairbaseappeal.co.uk , 
call the Charity Team office on 01380 

739453 or email 
hello@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk 

 

My Wiltshire goes from strength 
to strength 

Residents and visitors can now report 
more issues to Wiltshire Council than 
ever before, with the recent addition of 
the ability to report a missed bin 
collection and having recently reached 
the milestone of 50,000+ registered 
users all benefiting from the advantages 
of using the My Wiltshire platform – easy 
access, 24/7 on the web or mobile app, 
updates on the reports submitted and 
more. The My Wiltshire platform goes 
from strength to strength. 

The waste and recycling service joins 
highways, street scene (grass cutting, 
litter picking, bins etc.), rights of way, 
fraud, and trading standards. People can 
also let the council know of changes 
affecting their benefits and council tax. 

Using the My Wiltshire platform issues 
can be reported to the council around 
the clock via the website or using the 
mobile app which is available on Apple, 
Android or Windows devices. Using the 
mobile app is especially helpful as GPS 
location and photos can be attached 
directly to the report from your device. 

My Wiltshire will continue to develop 
with new functionality and services 
coming on board in the future as part of 
a programme to enable council services 
to become more efficient and for 
customers to be able to access and 
interact with the council as easily as 
possible. 

There has recently been an update to the 
Apple mobile app so anyone using the 
mobile app on an Apple device should 
ensure they have the most recent 
version. 
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Services 

There will be a Group Holy Communion 
service at Ashley on Trinity Sunday, 11 
June at 10am.  

Church Cleaning Day 

As previously advertised, this will be on 
Saturday, 3 June at 10am, followed by a 
lunchtime barbecue and Pimms cocktails 
at the back of the Church. This year, we 
will again be carrying out maintenance 
work outside the Church as well as in the 
Church. So, if you are able to help out, 
please bring along your gardening 
implements, such as pruning & lopping 
shears, wheelbarrows, petrol strimmers 
etc. Your continued efforts will be greatly 
appreciated by the P.C.C. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 21 
June at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 
per head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 14 June if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 
 
 
 

Rector Message 

Lord Denning once remarked that: "The 
House of Commons starts its proceedings 
with a prayer. The chaplain looks at the 
assembled members with their varied 
intelligence and then prays for the 
country." 

In this election season, it’s easy to joke 
about politics and politicians: it may even 
be quite a healthy thing to do. I like the 
saying from the USA that, ‘The consensus 
after the election is that 100% of 
Americans think 50% of Americans have 
lost their minds’!  The danger, of course, 
is that if this is the only way we think 
about politics, we can end up being 
cynical and apathetic about the whole 
thing. 

So, how should Christians vote?  

Well, our faith does not tell us which 
party to vote for, and there are Christians 
across the political spectrum. But our 
faith does give us some clues about the 
way in which we should engage in 
politics.   

We should pray for those standing for 
office, and to continue to pray for those 
who are elected. We recognise the 
enormous responsibilities and the vast 
complexity of the issues that our political 
leaders face. We are constantly 
reminded of the personal costs and 
burdens carried by those in political life 
and by their families.  

We should set aside apathy and cynicism 
and participate, and encourage others to 
do the same.  
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We should remember that we are called 
not only to live for ourselves, but to care 
for the weak, poor and marginalised, and 
to work for the common good.  

At the same time, we need to move 
beyond a situation where politicians and 
commentators view religious faith as a 
dangerous eccentricity or a weakness in 
an opponent to be exploited. Churches 
and other faith communities make an 
immense contribution to the well-being 
of the nation in a thousand different 
ways.  

Faith is personal, but it is not private. 
Jesus spoke and acted in the public and 
political realm. As we remember Jesus’ 
call to lives of love and care for others, so 
we are called to renounce cynicism, to 
engage prayerfully with the candidates 
and issues in this election, and 
participate together fully in the life of our 
communities, for the common good.  

Rev’d Phil 
 

 4 Jun 11 Jun 18 Jun 25 Jun 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
(BCP) 8.30am 

Group 

Communion 

10am 

Evening 

Prayer 

6pm 

Morning Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

 
Holy communion 

9.30am 

Patronal 
Evensong with 

Bristol 
Cathedral 

Choir  6pm 

Crudwell Morning 
Worship 11am 

 
Holy Communion 

9.30am 
All Age 

Worship 11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

 
Informal Worship 

11am 
 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy communion 
8:30am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
 

Family Service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 
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