
Oaksey  
Village News 

 

December 2017/January 2018 

Parish Council 

As we race towards the end of the year I 
would like to look forward to some of the 
key issues that will face us in the near 
future. The Parish Council will continue 
to try to protect the unique heritage of 
our village and by working with residents 
before planning changes are progressed 
we hope to be able to maintain or 
improve our assets whilst still helping 
progress. Our neighbourhood plan will 
detail our heritage expectations and we 
hope that all residents will read this 
carefully before trying to make changes. 

Currently, Wiltshire have now met their 
overall housing targets for the 
Government and this means that other 
than our current plans for Bendy Bow 
there should not be any further new 
building developments in the Parish until 
new targets emerge for 2026-36. In fact 
these may not be too far off. I’ve been to 
two meetings recently in which all 
Parishes have been warned about the 
next round of housing allocations and 
the Government’s determination to 
increase new home building-particularly 
affordable homes. Interestingly Oaksey 
and all our neighbouring villages plus 
Malmesbury and Cricklade have been 

grouped in a housing area with Swindon! 
Whilst at first this might alarm us 
because of the massive expansion of 
housing there- the fact is Swindon has 
already found most of the sites for their 
new homes. Other housing market areas 
in Wiltshire have very many more sites to 
find. 

We intend to work with Wiltshire 
through a modification of our 
Neighbourhood Plan if any of these 
homes are allocated to Oaksey. We feel 
that it is important that all future new 
home building is based on preserving our 
heritage assets around local priorities 
and is not just the result of speculative 
and random land sales with no regard for 
local need. 

We hope to have more detailed news on 
the Bendy Bow development in the next 
newsletter and in addition to the 
meetings currently taking place on an 
individual basis I hope to be able to brief 
our link group and other interested 
parties by December. 

The other issue for the future is traffic 
control and after the two recent serious 
accidents caused in part by excessive 
speed the need for controls are self- 
evident. We should be very thankful that 
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the bus shelter incident happened at half 
term or the consequences would have 
been too horrifying to contemplate. 

Our bid for phase one of the measures- a 
raised junction outside the shop; a 
20mph zone; plus de-signing/ road 
markings has now secured funding and is 
being planned in detail. We do though 
have to be patient until 2018/19 for the 
works to begin.  

It is great to see the new playground 
equipment installed and again a massive 
thanks to the fund-raising team for their 
work. The field will be repaired and 
eventually new fencing will be installed 
around the whole area. Until then please 
keep the kids away from the old fencing 
and please politely remind any visitors to 
the village playing field that we have a 
strict no dogs policy for the safety of the 
field and playground users. 

We are currently seeking funding for the 
improvements to the Well Garden which 
have been very professionally worked up 
from the school childrens’ designs by 
Pegasus group in Cirencester as part of 
their (gratis) community effort. Thanks 
to them and our small team pushing this 
forward.  

Finally, may I wish you a very merry and 
healthy Xmas and New Year and hope 
that during celebrations of this very 
important event we can all find time to 
spare a thought for those worse off than 
us. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 

 

The term started with Mr Skill visiting 
each class and talking about internet 
safety, helping the children understand 
how to keep themselves online, keeping 
passwords safe and not signing up 
people they do not know as friends. This 
is a regular session with the children and 
links with information about keeping 
safe when online are on the school 
website.  

Our ‘mapping skills’ Open Afternoon was 
successful, and people commented on 
how clear the progression of teaching 
skills was across the whole school. The 
youngest children used maps to track 
down a bear trail in the school grounds 
and the oldest children were finding the 
most efficient route between set points 
on the UK map using only 200 litres of 
fuel. New parents took the opportunity 
to visit the school and it was good to see 
parents of children already in the school. 

Also on display were the posters the 
children designed during the school half 
term holiday. The children were tasked 
with finding out the careers of anyone in 
their family and establishing the links 
with STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) learning. 
We had the most wonderful surprise at 
the quality of the posters and how much 
the children became involved in learning 
about different careers. The focus is on 
raising the profile of the range of careers 
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available and how the STEM subjects can 
be used in the real world. Thank you to 
all our parents for their support – the 
final display was really interesting and 
informative! 

We are preparing for our whole school 
Christmas performance of song, dance 
and ‘acting’ of the Nativity, as well as 
Christmas parties and the Christmas 
Service in church on the last day of term. 
We welcome everyone from the village 
to this service on Tuesday 19th 
December at 9.15am. and in the 
meantime we would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Oaksey Youth Club 

We are pleased to be able to report that 
both the Senior and Junior Youth Clubs 
continue to be well supported. The range 
of activities is varied and continues to 
engage. This is due to the expertise and 
enthusiasm of our Youth Leader, Rachel 
Morrell, any her team of helpers who 
support her on weekly basis. 

Even though the weather is turning 
colder, and it is darker earlier in the day 
we would urge you to continue to 
support us on these winter evenings. 

It is planned to end the year with Carol 
singing around the village on 14 
December starting at the Youth Hut at 
5.00pm. All are welcome to join in 
including any adults who wish to share 

the festive spirit and help with the 
supervision. Afterwards there will be a 
short seasonal celebration for all Youth 
Club members. 

Di Mashiter 
OYC Secretary 

577220 
 
 

Remaining 
PHEW 
Programme 
2017 

The Winter Mountain Bike Ride Sunday 
3rd December 2017  

A repeat of the Summer 18-mile route 
but a bit wetter and muddier with 
welcome cake and coffee halfway.  

The ride generally takes between 3-4 
hours so please ensure adequate 
clothing is worn and front and rear lights 
are used. 

Please note revised start time from that 
published previously.  

Meet at the village hall at 13.00. 

Also note that the event may be subject 
to late cancellation in case of bad 
weather so if you intend to come please 
email me at rsquance@btinternet.com 
and I will confirm the event is going 
ahead closer to the date. 

Roger Squance 
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 

 

 

Oaksey Playground 
Improvement Group Update 

We have been very busy raising 
additional funds to complete phase 2 
which has now finished. 

This included the removal of the old 
swing and installation of a new 
Cantilever Timber Basket Swing in its 
place. The installation of two 3m tall 
climbing logs, behind the skate board 
ramp, and a replacement 2 bay flat swing 
together with 3 height rollover bars 
placed in-between the existing 
equipment. 

Unfortunately, the installation of the first 
two pieces of equipment occurred 
during a period of bad weather which 
meant that there has been extensive 
damage to the grass. We will address the 
issue soonest when the weather permits, 
and it has dried out. Apologises for any 
inconvenience it causes in the meantime. 

We would very much like to thank the 
following sponsors whose support and 
generosity has made this phase possible. 

 Wiltshire Council - Malmesbury Area 
Board - especially Ollie Phipps for his 
constant support and positivity. 

 Oaksey Parochial Church Council - 
with thanks to Nick Mangnall for his 
encouragement. 

 Groundwork (Tesco) Bags of Help 

 Hills (Landfill CommunityTrust) 

 Oaksey School Wheel Challenge 

  

 Malmesbury Carnival Grant- To Mary 
Calderbank and all the committee 
for their generosity 

 Oaksey Fete and Fun Day 

 Big Lottery - which enabled us to 
complete this stage sooner than 
expected 

 NWF Fuels Ltd 

 Oaksey Scarecrow Trail and Produce 
Show 

Please note that this equipment has 
been installed to broaden the appeal to 
a wider age range and is more 
challenging to use. Therefore, 
supervision by a responsible adult is 
required. 
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Any comments or questions please 
contact us via our email address 
oakseyplayground@gmail.com or for 
regular updates like our facebook page - 
Oakseyvillageplayground 

Joanna Brackley 
 
 

Oaksey WI  

On November 9th Oaksey WI held its 
AGM in The Rest. 

The outgoing President, Jenny Moody, 
gave a report on the year’s activities. She 
commented on the very varied 
programme that members had enjoyed 
during the year and especially thanked 
the Secretary, Treasurer and the 
Committee for their hard work and 
support during the year and other non-
committee members who have run stalls 
and sent cards to members. Mention was 
made of Helen McKenna receiving the 
John’s Cup at the annual Fete in 
recognition for all her hard work in the 
village including her period as President 
of Oaksey WI.  

The Secretary read last year’s AGM 
minutes as her report. 

The Treasurer presented the accounts 
which were proposed and passed by the 
members. Thanks to grants from both 
the Fete and Scarecrow Festival the WI 
has been able to continue with its 
activities and plan an interesting 
programme for next year. 

The President was unanimously re-
elected and the Officers will be elected 
from the Committee at the next 
Committee meeting.  

Liz Fleming proposed a vote of thanks for 
Jenny’s hard work during the year. 

The 2018 programme is complete and 
covers a wide range of pursuits. 

The group was sad to have to say 
goodbye to Jo who is moving away 
imminently. 

After the meeting a delicious lunch, 
organised by the committee members, 
was served and the afternoon finished a 
game of bingo with our President as the 
caller!!!!  

Members are looking forward to the 
Gloucestershire Federation Christmas 
Concert on December 6th at Cheltenham 
Town Hall and also the Christmas Lunch 
to be held on 14th December at the 
Wheatsheaf, Oaksey. 

From January 2018 

 Thursday 8th January at 2.15pm in 
The Rest, Oaksey. The first meeting 
of the New Year will be a “WI at 
home” session. This will include an 
introduction to Pilates by Jessica 
Kirkham and also some fun games.  

 Thursday 8th February 2.15pm – 
Craft session with Judy Paginton 

 Thursday 8th March 2.15pm – 
Travels in Uzbekistan with Charlotte 
Burnaby- Atkins  

We would love to welcome some new 
members to our small friendly group, so 
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do come along and give us a try. Visitors 
always welcome. Contact Jean as below 
for more information. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanbennett@tesco.net 

 
 

Calling all card players 

Festive Whist Drive

 
Kemble village hall 

Thursday 7th December 

prompt start 7.30pm 

Entrance £2 includes refreshments 

In-house raffle 

Whist prizes 

Proceeds to the Kemble and district 
royal British Legion women’s section 

benevolent funds 

Mother’s Union  

In November we had a successful coffee 
morning in aid of our various projects 
and perhaps this is a moment to give a 
short note on what is the Mothers’ 
Union. We are WOMEN but not always 
(men belong as well); we are MARRIED 

but not always (some of us are single, 
widowed or divorced); we are MOTHERS 
but not always (some of us do not have 
children); we are members of the C of E 
but not always (some of us attend other 
churches); we are not limited in age 
range. We usually meet monthly and 
SUPPORT FAMILY LIFE in the UK and 
overseas; we support our schemes for 
those in need; we give goods to refugees, 
the Rise and refreshments for the rest 
rooms for parents of children in hospital. 
We knit for needs at home and overseas; 
we support our local clergy and churches 
and we regard prayer as a vital part of 
our lives. In November we have been 
asked specially to pray for sufferers of 
gender based violence worldwide. We 
were asked to focus on the stigma 
surrounding the violence, by breaking 
the silence about it, lifting the shame 
placed on survivors and shifting the 
blame from victims to perpetrators.   
Many Mothers’ Union members will 
have been particularly remembering and 
praying on the 26th November. 

So to our next meeting which will be on 
Thursday the 14th December at 10.00, in 
Sherston church = Christmas is coming! 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Health and wellbeing 

Hello! December again – where has the 
year gone?  With winter clearly on the 
horizon, our thoughts turn to colder 
weather and how to keep warm. Many 
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health problems are triggered or 
worsened by cold weather:  dry skin and 
cold hands and feet are annoying, aching 
joints, colds and sore throats are almost 
expected, but serious, life threatening 
conditions such as asthma, norovirus and 
heart attacks are also exacerbated by the 
cold weather. The advice, of course, is to 
wrap up warmly and keep the heating 
going at home, which can be expensive.  
There is much that can be done to help 
with the costs of heating – switching 
supplier for electricity and gas or joining 
an oil purchasing consortium.  
Prevention is better than cure, so could 
your home use better insulation? For 
those who are really struggling with 
costs, small grants are available.  
Applications start mid-November and 
the criteria are: 

To be eligible for a grant someone must; 

 be considered to live in fuel poverty 
(spend more than 10% of their 
annual household income on fuel to 
keep their home warm and in a 
'satisfactory' condition) 

 be in receipt of eligible means-tested 
benefits  

And fall into one of the categories below; 

 be pensionable age and affected by 
fuel poverty 

 be of working age with a disability or 
a long-term health condition which 
affects their ability to keep warm 

 be in receipt of Better 2gether 
childcare funding for their 2-year-old 

Please get in touch if I can help with any 
of the above. 

As ever, I am around for general help and 
support on a wide variety of issues 
including transport, mobility and safety 
around the home and reducing the 
feeling of loneliness.  Give me a call on 
07557 922020 and leave a message.  I 
will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

October meeting 

We were pleased to welcome National 
Demonstrator Sally Taylor from Yate to 
our meeting.  She gave us a really good 
representation of autumn in her 
demonstration. Sally, who is well known 
to the club, was as entertaining as ever 
and some lucky members went home 
with her arrangements. All in all it was a 
very enjoyable evening. 

Future meetings 

December 20th. Christmas social evening 
with workshop and bring & share supper. 

January 17th Demonstration by Andrew 
Baker entitled “Moments”. 
(Competition-single flower) 

February 21st Demonstration by Jayne 
Morriss entitled “Aspects of Chelsea”. 
(Competition-single flower) 

Other news 
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The flower arranging class that has run 
this year has now finished. Those that 
attended have made great strides in 
creating some really lovely 
arrangements, all under the tuition of 
our tutor Sally Taylor. 

The club looks forward to a full 
programme filled with demonstrations, 
workshops and garden visits in 2018. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

Friday Club 

Poole Keynes Village 
Hall  

Friday 1st December 
2017  

Their Finest  

WITH MULLED WINE AND XMAS NIBBLES 

During the Blitz of World War II, a female 
screenwriter (Gemma Arterton) works 
on a film celebrating England's resilience 
as a way to buoy a weary populace's 
spirits. Her efforts to dramatize the true 
story of two sisters (Lily Knight and 
Francesca Knight) who undertook their 
own maritime mission to rescue 
wounded soldiers are met with mixed 
feelings by a dismissive all-male staff.  

Friday 5th January 2018 

Hampstead 

This romantic comedy is “inspired by a 
true story” and relates how an American 
widow (Diane Keaton) develops a 

romantic friendship with a recluse, 
played by Brendan Gleeson, who has 
lived in a shack on the Heath for 
seventeen years. His home is under 
threat by property developers who want 
to build luxury apartments on the land.  

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 
at 8pm If any members wish to bring a 
guest then the entrance charge will be 
£3.50 per person Please Note: Guests 
need to book as priority is given to 
members and seating is limited. Please 
call Judith on 01285 770301 to book 

The film to be screened on February 2nd 
will be Dunkirk 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 
 

Oaksey Pilates 

There is a brand-new Stott Pilates 
instructor running private sessions and 
group classes right here at the Oaksey 
studio. 

Janique McGuinness will be offering 
sessions for all ages, all abilities, and for 
many conditions or injuries. In ten 
sessions you’ll feel the difference, 
twenty you will see the difference, and in 
thirty you’ll have a new body. 

Call Janique on 07730596933 or email at 
janiquemcguinnes@hotmail.com 
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December 2017 services 

Sunday, 10 December - Nativity service 
at Oaksey @ 11am. 

Calling children of all ages!  

Please do come along and take part in 
our very popular Nativity play. We need 
young children to take the parts of 
Angels, Shepherds and Kings plus more 
children and adults to help. We would 
also like older children to come along 
and participate in telling the Christmas 
story.  

As in previous years, we will be having a 
small, friendly pony that will play a 
prominent part, so please do support this 
service and ensure we have another 
good turnout.   

Hope to see you at 10am on 10 
December to select your part and 
costume.  

For more information, please call Helen 
McKenna on 577279.   

Saturday, 16 December - Carols by 
Candlelight service at Oaksey @ 5pm. 

The service will be taken by the 
Archdeacon, The Venerable Christine 
Froude, followed by sherry & mince pies. 
All sidesmen are asked to be at the 
Church by 4.15pm to help with the 
preparations. 

Monday, 25 December - Christmas Day 
Holy Communion service at Oaksey @ 
11am. The service will be taken jointly by 
the Reverends Richard & Margaret 
Maslen. 

Sunday, 31 December - Group Holy 
Communion service at Minety @ 10am.  

Please note that there will be no services 
at Oaksey on Sunday, 17 December and 
Sunday, 24 December. 

January 2018 services 

Sunday, 14 January - Group Holy 
Communion service at Oaksey @ 10am.  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 13 
December at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£6.00 per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 6 December if you 
are planning to come. 

Miriam would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the volunteers 
who have helped in any way over the 
past year, whether it was preparing food, 
serving the meals or washing up 
afterwards. Your efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

The Lunch Club would like to continue in 
the future, but this does, of course, 
depend on volunteers coming forward. 
So, if you feel that you could spare a 
couple of hours each month (except 
August), please let Miriam know on the 
above number.  
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The lunch in January will be on 
Wednesday, 17 January 2018 at 1pm in 
the Rest at the usual cost of £4.00 per 
head. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 j.falkingham@tesco.net 
 

 

16Dec @5pm Carols by Candle light – 
Oaksey 

 

 

 

31Dec @10am Group Holy Communion - 
Minety 

 
 
 
 

 3 Dec 10 Dec 17 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 

Ashley 

Holy 
communio
n (BCP) 
8.30am 

Evening 

Prayer 

6pm 

Morning 
Prayer 
9:30am 

Carol 
Service 

6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton 
Advent 
Service 

6pm 
No service 

Carol 
Service 

6pm 
No service 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Carol 
Service 

4pm 

Midnight 
Communion 

11.30pm 

All Age 
Service 
10am 

Hankerton 

Holy 
Communio

n 
9.30am 

Group 

Christingle 

10am 

Carol 
Service 

5pm 
No service 

Holy 

communion 

9.30am 

Minety 

Holy 
Communio

n 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Carol 

Service 
4pm 

All Age 
Service 

3pm 
Communion 

9pm 

Holy 
communion 

11am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 

Nativity 

Service 

11am 
No Service No Service 

Holy 
communion 

11am 



 

 7 Jan 14 Jan 21 Jan 28 Jan 

Ashley 
Holy 

Communion 
8.30am 

Evening 

Prayer 6pm 

Morning 
Prayer 
9.30am 

Holy 
Communion

9.30am 

Charlton 
Family 
Service 
9.30am 

No Service 
Evensong 

6pm 

Holy 
Communion

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
No Service 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

All Age 
Worship 

11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No Service 
Informal 
Worship 

11am 

No Service 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy 
Communion 

8.30am 
Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Oaksey 

 

Matins 

Service 

11am 

Group 

Communion 

10am 

Family 
Service 
11am 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 

 


