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Parish Council 

Thanks to all who were able to come 
along to our Neighbourhood plan open 
day on Saturday 21st April. It was good to 
see so many Villagers and also to learn 
how much of our Plan had actually been 
read. It is a very cumbersome process to 
get this far and the documents follow a 
set pattern. We have to show where our 
plan comes from and also how we have 
selected certain priorities. I hope you get 
chance to read more of it and also 
remember to submit your comments- 
even if only complimentary- in our online 
form or on paper in the forms from the 
shop (before May 12th). The next time 
this crops up will be in the referendum 
which Wiltshire will hold later in the year 
to give it its final approval. 

I know it couldn’t be more different than 
discussing the Village’s future, but I have 
to mention a couple of very disturbing 
issues concerned with dog fouling. I have 
been asked by a local landowner to 
mention that recently a very sick deer 
had to be shot and was found to have a 
poo bag in its stomach. To the vast 
majority of our very responsible dog 
owners I apologise but to those who 
leave such articles lying around please 

stop. In addition, I have been asked to 
remind all dog owners that all dogs must 
be on leads and kept on the actual 
footpath. The fields are private property 
(and also the farm animal’s food source) 
and some footpaths are only open 
thanks to the owner’s permission. 
Secondly, some dogs have been taken in 
to our Church’s graveyard and have also 
fouled there. This is truly disgusting and 
is particularly upsetting for those who 
have loved ones at rest in such a 
beautiful setting. All of us, dog owners 
and non-dog owners please be vigilant 
and challenge any owner who you see 
may be involved in such disturbing 
practices. 

Moving on, Anita and her ‘team’ are busy 
raising funds for the Well garden project 
and we are hopeful to have raised 
enough to get started this summer. 
Green Square have generously offered a 
grant as a broader part of their current 
involvement in Village housing 
developments. Green Square are also 
offering some bat boxes to be put up in 
key areas to encourage our resident 
population. 

We are currently putting together this 
year’s submission for the Wiltshire best 
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Kept Village competition, and we hope to 
ensure that the planters and all frontages 
look their real best in the summer. After 
a bad winter it feels good to be able to 
get out on to the garden at last. The 
Youth Club have been great at helping 
our plantings and I’m sure we’ll have 
more work for them this year. 

Finally, we now have some funding to 
purchase a Speed Indicator device (SID to 
his friends) and we are considering one 
similar to the model just put up in 
Crudwell. It can be solar powered. This 
will go on to the Somerford Keynes Road 
end of the Village to try to remind all 
drivers of their speed in relation to our 
limits. It also collects important traffic 
speed information for us to analyse 
traffic movement. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

Oaksey Fete, Saturday 30th June 

The Village Fete this year promises to be 
an enjoyable afternoon out for everyone. 
So, put the date in your diary now. We 
shall tell you lots more about the 
attractions in the June Village News, but 
in the meantime, here are a few 
reminders of how you can help to make 
the Fete a success. 

Why not bake a cake for the W.I. Cake 
Stall (contact Jenny Moody on 575004) 
or sort out a few bottles for Nick 
Mangnall's Bottle stall (577982) or the 
Tombola (Gill Neilson on 577544) Kevin 
and Helen McKenna will be running the 

Plant and Produce stall and need your 
donations (ring 577279). 

Bric-a-Brac is needed, so turn out those 
unwanted items in your cupboard 

- books, DVDs, china, glassware, 
jewellery, and those white elephants 
which someone else might love to own. 
No electrical goods or clothes.  

For the children's section we need toys, 
puzzles, books, but no soft toys please. 
To pass on your donations contact Fred 
Price on 577955. who will store them 
until Fete day. 

If you would like to offer help on Fete day 
ring 577955. Many thanks for your 
support 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 
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OAKSEY VILLAGE HALL TO 
CLOSE! 

Hopefully that got your attention. How 
would you feel if this headline were true? 
We have preserved the finest Institutions 
in this village from the Shop & Post 
Office, to the School and Pub, and we 
have one of the best village halls in the 
area but it is terribly under-utilised. 
There remains a core of people who 
manage the Hall and keep it ticking over 
but events are getting fewer and far 
between and support for some of the 
events has been disappointing. We need 
to cater for the needs and interests of 
the village so this is a call for an injection 
of some fresh ideas and enthusiasm to 
come up with ideas for regular, or one-
off events, and to join with the Village 
Hall committee in making those events a 
success.  

I hope you will get in touch with myself 
or Fred Price with any suggestions for 
classes or events you'd like to see and 
any volunteers to help in the 
organisation are most welcome. Thanks! 

Note. The Hall has had high speed 
internet access since last summer (the 
password is by the router in The Rest) 
and will shortly be equipped with a 
digital projector that will be available for 
meetings or for slide shows at events. If 
you would like to use the projector for 
your meeting/event please let Fred 
know. 

Martin Davies; 01666 577835 - 
martindavies100@hotmail.com 

Fred Price; 01666 577955 - 
fredprice209@gmail.com 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We have just had our April meeting and 
a very good talk from Ellen Blacker from 
Wiltshire Good Neighbours. She works to 
keep elderly people in their homes for as 
long as possible and has her information 
letter in most of our parish newsletters 
and several of us have met her and have 
had or know other people who have had 
her help.   It was the most interesting talk 
and we could have kept her with us for 
much longer.   She also talked about the 
difficulties of coping with dementia 
which led to discussion from one or two 
members who have had experiences of 
dementia problems. It was a really 
thoughtful talk and we would 
recommend people turn to her for help 
when needed. 

At the weekend we had Lynn Tembey, 
our Mothers’ Union Worldwide 
President visiting Bristol Diocese and 
those of us who went to the Annual 
Meeting to meet her and then on Sunday 
to Choral Evensong in the Cathedral had 
a memorable weekend. Lynn spoke to us 
at the annual meeting about her visits to 
some of the Mothers’ Union dioceses 
overseas and the difficulties experienced 
by members in Africa and elsewhere. A 
lot of travelling remembering that we 
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have members in over 80 countries 
worldwide with 4 million members and 
growing, 

We meet next on Ascension Day, the 
10th May, in Sherston church at 10.0 
a.m. when the Rev. Elveen Mead will tell 
us about her Journey into the Ministry 
and we look forward to seeing everyone 
there. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

 

Oaksey WI  

On Thursday 12th April we were 
entertained by auctioneer Gordon 
Brockman – His talk was entitled ‘My life 
as an auctioneer and how to spot fakes’. 
He told us some fascinating anecdotes 
and some of the interesting fakes that he 
has seen during his career. We had 
guests from the village and Stratton and 
Minety WIs. Following the talk the usual 
delicious WI refreshments were served! 
A table top sale was also available. 

On 19th July or 16th August members 
have the opportunity to participate with 
the ever-popular croquet afternoon and 
also the WI group is interested in starting 
a new initiative of walking netball.  

An invitation has been received from the 
Crudwell Ladies who are hosting an 
evening on 9th May.  The speaker will be 
Emily Hepworth, who owns the 
Persephone Violet florist in Malmesbury. 
She will talk about her plans for the 
Chelsea Flower Show and demonstrate 
how to make flower designs using power 
tools, flowers and foliage.   

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 
10th May in the Village Hall 7.15 for 
7.30pm when Dulcie James will give a 
cookery demonstration of ‘Summer 
salads and nibbles’. Visitors welcome. 

At this meeting members will be given 
the opportunity to vote on this year’s 
resolution to be debated at the Annual 
Meeting in Cardiff in June which Jenny 
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our president will attend. The resolution 
being ‘Mental health matters as much as 
physical health.’ 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 
 

 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

At our March meeting demonstrator 
Jane Haas treated club members and 
visitors to an array of arrangements, all 
with a spring theme.  The colours of her 
creations being a welcome sight after the 
long grey winter months. At the end of 
the meeting all of the arrangements 
were raffled, much to the joy of several 
winners. The evening concluded with an 
opportunity to socialise over Tea/coffee 
and cake. 

Future meetings  

May 16th   - Members’ Dinner (Mayfield 
Crudwell)  

June 20th - Garden visit to national 
demonstrator, Pam Lewis’ garden, near 
Devizes.  

July 18th - Demonstration by Bev Short 
entitled Bargain Hunt.  Competition - 
Single bloom.  

Looking forward 

Our regular flower arranging classes will 
be starting on May 23rd.  There will be a 
set of four classes, with the first one 
being a beginners and back to basics 
class. This will be open to non-members 
and spaces are still available.   If you 
would like to join us, please call the 
number below, for more info.  

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. (unless stated otherwise) If 
you enjoy flowers come and join us, 
visitors and new members are always 
welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

Friday Club 

Friday 4th May 2017 

Murder on the 
Orient Express  

A lavish train ride unfolds into a stylish & 
suspenseful mystery. From the novel by 
Agatha Christie, Murder on the Orient 
Express tells of thirteen stranded 
strangers & one man's race to solve the 
puzzle before the murderer strikes again. 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for refreshments 
of wine, beer and soft drinks as well as 
tea, coffee and snacks and the film starts 

Advert 
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at 8pm.If any members wish to bring a 
guest then the entrance charge will be 
£3.50 per person 

Please Note: Guests need to book as 
priority is given to members and seating 
is limited. Please call Judith on 01285 
770301 to book. 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Here I am, holed up in my little office and 
the phone rings… yes, you guessed it, 
another call from some lovely lady asking 
if I would like a new boiler/ windows/ 
insulation or whatever. Of course it’s yet 
another cold call.  Apart from the 
disturbance, loss of train of thought on 
what I was doing etc, no real harm done.  
But when a friend was called by someone 
who wanted to talk about a recent car 
accident, my friend became very worried 
as she wondered if it was a family 
member who was involved.  The caller 
would give very little information to my 
friend because, of course, they were 
fishing for business and had no idea 
whether or not there had been an 
accident.  Much more concerning than 
mine, but again, no long-term harm.   

Then there are the callers who tell you 
that your computer is under threat and 
to please log in and follow their 
instructions so that they can help fix it for 
you. Well, how helpful is that? Except 
there is nothing wrong with your 
computer and the callers aim is to gain 
access to your computer files with your 

personal info and passwords etc.  
Recently I took a call purporting to be 
from my bank, lovely cheery chap who 
asked me to confirm my identity.   Excuse 
me, but he called me so I asked her for 
his identity and phone number so that I 
could call him back!  Strangely enough, 
he wasn’t keen to disclose that 
information! 

Sadly, these things do happen and 
people in our community have been 
scammed out of thousands of pounds.  I 
think its our nature to be “polite” to 
others and the con artists rely on this.  
My advice to you?  If it’s an unexpected 
call, no matter how genuine they sound, 
beware.  Never give out passwords, 
never let them gain access to your 
computers or tablets etc.  If they are 
genuine, they can always write to you by 
post.  Of course, if they ask for your 
address, chances are they really don’t 
know you and if you give them your 
address you will be receiving a forest 
worth of junk mail! 

Remember: “There is no such thing as a 
free lunch” (well there are a couple of 
exceptions on that, but it’s rare) 

Meanwhile, if I can help in any way, call 
07557 922020 or email 
ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk. I look 
forward to hearing from you! 

PS, although I love my job, I do only work 
part time so please leave a message and 
I will get back to you as soon as I can. 

Ellen 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 May 

Calling All Walkers!  

Prostate Cancer “March for Men”  

Why? Because prostate cancer has now 
overtaken breast cancer to become the 
third biggest cancer killer in the UK, 
taking one man every 45 minutes. 

Prostate Cancer UK has a simple 
ambition - to stop men dying from 
prostate cancer. Through shifting the 
science over the next 10 years to focus 
on radical improvements in diagnosis, 
treatment, prevention, and support, 
they want to stop prostate cancer being 
a killer. 

Therefore, on Saturday 30th June 
members of Oaksey Cricket Club are 
supporting the charity Prostate Cancer 
UK with a “March for Men” 

The walk is 8 -10 miles and will start at 
Cirencester market place and finish at 
Oaksey playing field. We will be also 
stopping off for refreshments on the 
way. 

We are hoping to raise £1000, so if we 
can get just 50 people to take part with a 
donation or sponsorship of £25, which 
will include a March for Men t-shirt, we 
will reach our target. 

If you are interested in joining us or to 
register, please email or phone the event 
organiser. 

Judith Hiscock 01285 770301 
jahiscock@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 

Fund Raising Plant Sales 

We would like to thank everyone for 
their continued support for the Anne 
Jackson Fund for the Brain Tumour 
Charity. We were happy to have two 
representatives from the Charity to 
present a cheque for £10,000 that we 
have raised so far. Adding to that total 
£50 from our March sale and an amazing 
£208 from the April sale. A big thank you 
to everyone again.  

Lesley Jones 
 
 

  
Services 

The Ascension Day Holy Communion 
service for the Braydon Brook Group will 
be held on Thursday, 10th May at Ashley 
at 7.30pm. 

There will be a Group Holy Communion 
service on Sunday, 13th May at Charlton 
at 10am. 

Good Friday Activities Event 

A big thank you to everyone who helped 
at the Good Friday Activities Event. 
Without your help, this would not have 
been possible. Also, we would like to 
invite all the children to come along to 
our Oaksey Sunday School activity. It is 
held every 3rd Sunday at All Saints 
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Church, Oaksey at 10.30am, followed by 
an informal Family service at 11am. The 
service in May will be on Sunday, 20th 
May. 

All families are very welcome.  

For more information, please telephone 
Helen on 577279. 

Christian Aid Week 
13th to 19th May 

As in previous years, each copy of this 
edition of Oaksey Village News contains 
a Christian Aid envelope for donations to 
be made. If you would like to make a 
donation, please drop your envelope 
into the collecting box at the Village Shop 
and, if applicable, complete the Gift Aid 
section of the envelope. This will allow 
Christian Aid to claim an extra 25% on 
top of your donation.  

Church Cleaning Day 

A further reminder that this will be on 
Saturday, 2nd June at 10am, followed by 
a lunchtime barbecue and Pimms 
cocktails at the back of the Church. This 
year, we will again be carrying out 
maintenance work outside the Church as 
well as in the Church, so, if you are able 
to help out, please bring along your 
gardening implements, such as pruning 
& lopping shears, wheelbarrows, petrol 
strimmers etc. Your continued efforts 
will be greatly appreciated by the P.C.C. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 
16th May at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£4.00 per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
know by Wednesday, 9th May if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 / 

j.falkingham@tesco.net 
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 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 May 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

Evening Prayer 

6pm 
Morning Prayer 

9:30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

Group Holy 

Communion 

10am 

Evening Prayer 
6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

All Age Service 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 
Informal 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Service of the 
Word 10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey 
Holy 

Communion 

11am 

No service 
Family Service 

11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 



 



 

 


