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Parish Council 

The Parish Council decided at our May 
meeting to re-elect myself as Chair and 
Roger as Vice-Chair. My thanks to them 
and all Parishioners who have supported 
our work in the last year. There was an 
opportunity to hear about our work over 
the last year at the AGM of the Parish 
Council which was held on Wed 30th 
May. I hope you found the information 
interesting and also perhaps revealing 
about the range of work behind the 
scenes that the Parish Council does to 
conserve our beautiful built and rural 
environment whilst ensuring that our 
key facilities remain sustainable. It’s a 
tricky balance at times and I hope that 
our emerging Neighbourhood Plan will 
help you see in some detail how we feel 
this can be achieved whilst still 
facilitating development. 

A number of planning applications are 
still undecided. Firstly, the Cotswold 
Community site application in Ashton 
Keynes is still live even though little has 
happened in the last year. The 
development of that site in to a major 
housing estate may seem to be far 
enough away to not be of much interest 
but the extra traffic it generates in 

construction and use will have a 
significant impact on our roads. Approval 
of that site in a remote rural location 
with virtually no facilities and only car 
transport would conflict with most of 
Wiltshire’s local plans. Nevertheless, the 
Government wants a massive increase in 
house building and that pressure is real. 

Secondly, the Street farm application 
decisions will be due out at the same 
time as this newsletter. This is after a 
number of delays and submissions of 
further information not the least of 
which is the recommendation to refuse 
the new house development from 
Wiltshire’s own Conservation Officer. 
You can read all of these on the Planning 
web site. 

Around this time we will be visited by the 
judges of the Wiltshire ‘Best Kept Village’ 
competition and we are hoping that all 
Villagers will spruce up their frontages to 
their usual high standard. Let’s put on 
the best show possible. The planters now 
look great again and thanks to the youth 
club and Anita and Paul for their work on 
these. The Well Garden now has enough 
money and support to get started but 
not in time for this year’s competition. 
Thanks again to all the groups who have 
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supported this project, including our 
own Village Trust, Malmesbury Trust, 
Wiltshire Area Board and also Green 
Square. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 

The older children took part in a Nordic 
Walking Competition at the start of the 
new term against Luckington and Sutton 
Benger Primary Schools. Steve Ellis form 
Gemini Outdoors organised the sessions 
at the end of a six-week period of Nordic 
Walking lessons. Rebecca Rooney from 
BBC Radio Wiltshire interviewed the 
children as part of the BBC ‘Step into 
Summer’ programme so it was great for 
the children to take part.  

The Year 1 – 4 children have taken part in 
the Cluster School Orienteering 
Competition this term on a very hot 
afternoon – long may they last! Teams of 
older children will be attending cricket 
and athletics festivals as well as enjoying 
a sailing and kayaking day in July. 

We have been delighted to host Ramona 
Nyffenegger, a teacher from Switzerland, 
from our links with the University of 
Zurich. Ramona was here for three 
weeks to improve her English and 
experience life in an English School. She 
was very helpful, and the Year 3 and 4 

children enjoyed learning about 
Switzerland. A huge thankyou to Sarah 
and Dan Ramsay for hosting her during 
the three weeks – we do appreciate this 
support to help us continue the links with 
the University. 

The children have recently experienced a 
Fizz Pop Science session as a start to their 
learning on air and forces. The children 
spent a day designing and testing a range 
of paper aeroplanes and helicopters to 
experience the effect of forces. Fizz Pop 
are running a 5-week series of Science 
Clubs next term, so we are looking 
forward to trying lots of new 
experiments. The older children have 
spent a day at ‘We, the Curious’ (the old 
@Bristol) which is a good experience to 
gain their interest. 

FoOS have organised a Beetle Drive, kite 
making workshop and a Family Picnic, 
which involved kite flying competitions 
and music from our children, led by Mr 
Maloney. We are very lucky to have such 
support from our parents and staff and 
we do appreciate their help. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Plant Sales 

A big thank you to everyone who 
supported our May Plant sale. We raised 
an amazing £168 for the Anne Jackson 
Fund Brain Tumour Charity. We 
appreciate your continued support. 

Lesley Jones 
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Crudwell 
Brownies 

Have you been a 
Brownie and/or 
have a daughter who would love to be 
one? Or have you had leadership 
experience in the past? 

Crudwell Brownies are looking for 
volunteers to be part of a leadership 
team to carry on the excellent work done 
by their existing team. We have found 
that units can be run very well by groups 
of people working together using their 
different skills.  

Full free training will be given –including 
1st Aid, safeguarding and programme. 

This is an exciting time for Girlguiding as 
a brand-new programme is being 
launched in July. 

Come and be part of a worldwide 
organization for girls and young women 
and make a difference. At Girlguiding, we 
equip and empower nearly half a million 
girls with skills that give them 
confidence. The confidence to find their 
voice, their place and to stand up for 
themselves. 

No commitment on enquiry and a visit to 
see what they do would be very 
welcome. 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-
involved 

For further information contact 

Vicki Roberts- 
malmesbury@wncounty.org.uk 

 

SHAREHOLDERS OF OAKSEY 
VILLAGE SHOP! 

Oaksey Village Shop Association 

Is holding its Annual General 
Meeting 

On Thursday, 28th June 

In the Village Hall 

At 7pm. 

Everyone (shareholders or not) is 
welcome and 

there will be light refreshments 

 

Mother’s Union  

We met on Thursday 10th May in 
Sherston church to hear of the Rev. 
Elveen Mead’s journey into the ministry. 
We started with a short service for Thy 
Kingdom Come taken by the Rev. Susan 
Harvey – the Archbishop of Canterbury 
has asked us all to join in prayers with 
Christians round the world this week and 
the Mothers’ Union has been joining in at 
our meetings and special services. Then 
Elveen gave us a great talk about her 
“journey” to the Ministry in the Church 
of England from her beginning as a 
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Baptist – it was full of interest and 
thought. She is at present one of the 
ministry team in the parish of Sherston 
and a very good speaker. 

Our next meeting is a fund-raising tea 
party with me, Jane Gibbs, at the Willow 
Tree, Crudwell and it will be on Thursday 
June 14th at 2.30 p.m. We do hope this 
will be supported by our members and 
perhaps by some friends. Mothers’ 
Union projects both in this diocese and 
all over the world need funds and even 
the small amounts we raise are a help 
and an encouragement to those working 
on the projects – hope you will come 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 

drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact Claire 
on 01666 575146 

 

Oaksey WI  

Our last meeting on Thursday 10th May 
in the Village Hall was a cookery 
demonstration of ‘Summer salads and 
nibbles’ by Dulcie James. This was a very 
interesting and mouth-watering evening 
and Dulcie prepared various salads and 
easy nibbles which members were able 
to sample and also take home. Some 
delicious refreshments were then served 
by Helen and Rona. 

Voting slips were given to members for 
their vote on the resolution concerning 
mental health matters. 

Members were asked to sign-up for the 
GFWI Christmas Concert at Cheltenham 
Town Hall on 5th December – matinee 
performance. This year it will be starring 
‘Only men Aloud’. This is always a very 
enjoyable event.  

On 12th July our meeting will be an 
outing to Sezincote, Moreton-in-Marsh. 
(http://www.sezincote.co.uk). It will 
include an opportunity to visit the 
gardens and a guided tour of the house 
and tea can be purchased in the Café.   

The WI will again be running the Cake 
Stall at the Oaksey Fete on 30th June. 
The theme for the Middleton Cup this 
year will be The Royal Wedding. Jean also 
mentioned that due to a family wedding 
on 30th June, she would not be able to 
run the Bric-a-Brac stall at the Fete and 
asked if anyone knew of someone who 
could do it instead. 
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The first Group event this year will be at 
Siddington with Preston WI on 27th June 
when Alan Wells will talk on “How Clever 
is the Honey-Bee?”. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 
14th June when Paula will be leading a 
session (for all ages and abilities!) of 
‘Forever fit’. 7.15 for 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. This coincides with the WI 
‘Healthy living and wellbeing week’. 
Members are asked to wear comfortable 
clothing and suitable footwear. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 

Oaksey Autumn 
Scarecrow Trial 
and Produce 
Show  

Saturday – Sunday 
15-16 September 

This year’s scarecrow theme  

Comic magazine & Cartoon Strip 
characters 

Further details will appear in the July 
village magazine 

Catherine 577701 
Ros 575458 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all that I 
am around for general help and support 
on a wide variety of issues including 
transport, mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 

loneliness. Give me a call on 07557 
922020 and leave a message. I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

Our meeting in April took the form of a 
workshop, which was tutored by Anna 
Steven. Those who took part created 
wreaths such as we have never 
attempted before. The use of drinking 
straws, a wreath frame, a container and 
flowers to adorn it, produced some 
attractive creations. All without the use 
of flower foam. 

May 4th was national flower arranging 
day. On this day in the past members 
have made posies and placed them 
around the area for people to find and 
enjoy. This year the club has teamed up 
with Crudwell Guide group to celebrate 
the day. Volunteers from the flower club 
went along to one of the Guides meeting 

Advert 
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to help with the creation of flower 
posies/bouquets, which the Guides 
distributed. A card was attached to each 
one explaining why it had been created. 
If you received any of the flowers, we 
would be pleased to hear to enable us to 
feed back to the Guides. 

Future meetings   

June 20th - Garden visit to national 
demonstrator, Pam Lewis’ garden, near 
Devizes.  

July 18th - Demonstration by Bev Short 
entitled Bargain Hunt. Competition - 
Single bloom. 

August 15th – “Strawberry Tea”  

Looking forward 

Our regular flower arranging classes will 
be starting on May 23rd. There will be a 
set of four classes, with the first one 
being a beginners and back to basics 
class. This will be open to non-members 
and spaces are still available. If you 
would like to join us, please call the 
number below, for more info.  

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

Friday Club 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
the members of Friday 
Club for their support 
once again this year. 

I would especially like to say thank you to 
everyone who supported our charity film 

night on Friday 20th April when we 
enjoyed a lovely supper and delighted in 
the magic of the film Paddington 2. 

The proceeds from the event of £350 has 
been donated to a local children’s charity 
the James Hopkins Trust who provide 
nursing respite care for Gloucestershire's 
life limited and life threatened young 
children. 

Friday club will resume on Friday 7th 
September when the annual subscription 
will be due. If you would like to become 
a member then please do contact Judith 
on 01285 770301 for more information 

Prostate Cancer “March for 
Men”  

On Saturday 30th June players and 
members of Oaksey Cricket Club are 
supporting the charity Prostate Cancer 
UK with a “March for Men” 

The walk is approximately 10 miles and 
will start at Cirencester market place and 
finish at Oaksey playing field, where 
there will be a BBQ. We will also be 
stopping off for refreshments on the 
way.  

Why? Because prostate cancer has now 
overtaken breast cancer to become the 
third biggest cancer killer in the UK, 
taking one man every 45 minutes. 

We are hoping to raise £1000, so if you 
are interested in joining us and to 
register or to make a donation please 
email or phone the event organiser 

Judith 
01285 770301 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 June 

Do you look after, or help to 
look after a loved one or friend?  

 
Illness, disability, old age; there are many 
reasons why three in five of us will look 
after a loved one and become carers at 
some point in our lives. Becoming a carer 
can affect personal finances, social life, 
education and employment, and general 
health and well-being. Who cares? We 
do.  

Carer Support Wiltshire is a local charity 
which can help you access the 
information and support you might 
need.  We also offer one to one and 
group support, carer cafes, 
complementary therapy sessions and 
breaks from your caring role.  

So whether you’re caring full time, for a 
few days a week, or juggling work with 
looking after someone, don’t struggle on 
your own. Contact us on 0800 181 4118 
or visit our website at 
www.carersupportwiltshire.co.uk 

 
 

Minty Craft and Produce Market 

Saturday 23 June 
2.00 – 4.30PM 

Minety Village Hall 

Locally produced foods and crafts 

Stop off on your way round the 
Scrapheap Challenge for delicious 
refreshments 

 

  
Services 

There will be a Benefice Communion 
service at Crudwell on Sunday, 10th June 
at 10am. 

Sunday school will be held on Sunday, 
17th June at 10.30am for all children 
aged 3 years and upwards, followed by 
the Family service at 11am. All are very 
welcome to attend. 

Church Cleaning Day 

As previously advertised, this will be on 
Saturday, 2nd June at 10am, followed by 
a lunchtime barbecue and Pimms 
cocktails at the back of the Church. This 
year, we will again be carrying out 
maintenance work outside the Church as 
well as in the Church.  

So, if you are able to help out, please 
bring along your gardening implements, 
such as pruning & lopping shears, 
wheelbarrows, petrol strimmers etc. 
Your continued efforts will be greatly 
appreciated by the PCC. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on Wednesday, 
20th June at 1pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£4.00 per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam (577689) 
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know by Wednesday, 13th June if you 
are planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

 jf6@btinternet.com 
 

 3 Jun 10 Jun 17 Jun 24 Jun 

Morning 
Prayer 

Crudwell Hankerton Minety Oaksey 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Evening Prayer 

6pm 
Morning Prayer 

9:30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

No service 
Evening Prayer 

6pm 

Patronal 
Festival 
9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 

Benefice 

Communion 

10am 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

All Age Service 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 
Informal 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Service of the 
Word 10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family Service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 



 



 

 


