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North Wiltshire Best kept Village 
Competition 2018 

We have just heard that Oaksey has 
won third place this year in the 
medium sized Village category. The 
judges were very complimentary 
about our village and in particular the 
planters; the playing field and village 
hall; and the School's newly 
emerging garden. The judges praised 
the wonderful floral displays at the 
pub and the shop and looked forward 
to next year when the Well Garden 
will be finished. Anita will put all of 
the details on to our website. Well 
done Oaksey. Let's go for gold next 
year. 

MEDIUM VILLAGES 

 Biddestone 79 1st 

 Blunsdon 76 2nd 

 Oaksey 73 3rd 

 Dauntsey 72 4th 

 

Parish Council 

This month I am able to report on a 
number of very important planning 
decisions which have just been 
decided. 

Firstly, the Cotswold Community site 
(Spine Rd.) developers have now 
been given permission by Wiltshire 
Council to build 75 homes – 27 of 
which are to replace existing houses 
(16/02609). This was despite the 
objections of Wiltshire Council’s own 
spatial planning group who objected- 
as we did- that this was a remote 
housing development in the middle 
of the countryside, unconnected to 
any settlement, without any facilities 
and totally dependent on cars for 
transport. It conflicted with most 
planning guidance which was 
ignored. Ashton Keynes PC refused to 
have the development in their 
neighbourhood plan. There will 
probably be two large lakes 
excavated before building begins. 
The extra traffic will be significant, 
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and we therefore need traffic 
calming measures even more. We all 
wish there were other solutions to 
this but none would have the impact 
of speed devices and elevated road 
junctions. 

Secondly, the two applications to 
develop Street Farm (17/12512 and 
18/00571) and the land to the North 
have been refused. This was because 
the proposal was not acceptable in 
relation to the conservation area and 
access and also the standards we are 
setting in our Neighbourhood Plan 
which opposes such back-land 
developments and also any conflict 
with our new settlement boundary. 
The Parish Council remain supportive 
of improvements to the existing 
barns and the retention of the 
historic access.  

Thirdly, the Parish Council has also 
been considering an application by 
Oaksey Park (18/02717) to change 
the designation of holiday homes to 
residential homes. As has been the 
case for many years we are totally 
opposed to any attempt to change 
the designation of these homes 
which were built as holiday lets only. 
The Parish Council have submitted 
detailed objections to this and any 
future applications which attempt to 
make these changes.  

Most will know that we had a flood in 
Oaksey during the torrential rain a 
few weeks ago. This flash flood 
caused some damage to the School 
which we now hope is getting back to 
normal. The inability of the drains to 
cope is currently being looked at by 
Highways and we hope the gulley 
clearing will prevent future flash 
floods. Sometimes though you just 
can’t beat such natural phenomena. 

I have also been asked to try and get 
some improvements to our main 
pavement through the Street. We 
can’t alter its width but the surface is 
very uneven in part and makes life 
very difficult for wheel chair users, 
kid’s buggies and those who are less 
steady on their feet. Walking is good 
for us and I’m therefore meeting up 
with Highways this summer to try to 
get some help. The lack of funding is 
the problem as usual. 

Finally, just a brief note that our 
neighbourhood plan has now 
completed its consultation phase and 
the new ‘Submission’ document has 
been prepared and submitted to 
Wiltshire. They will now consult 
(again!) and then an independent 
examiner will comment before the 
Village referendum. We have done 
our job here for now and that- I very 
gladly admit- is a very welcome 
moment. 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 August 

 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 
 
 

 

 
A big thank you to everyone who 
helped us through the last few weeks 
with the flooding at the end of May. 
It appears that the road drains were 
overloaded with the amount of rain 
that fell in a short space of time 
which caused the flooding outside 
the school gates and into the Village 
Playing Field Car Park. This water 
filled the playground and the 
pathway alongside the old building 
beside the driveway. 

Fortunately, Emma Poulton and Tim 
Dibble alerted me and we are very 
grateful to them for doing this. By the 
time my husband and I arrived the 
water had started seeping in through 
the old school walls filling the 
internal cloakroom to a depth of two 
inches. This seemed very strange as it 
had not started coming through the 
doors at this point although this soon 
changed! Eventually the whole of the 
old school building had two to three 
inches of water all over and it was 
starting to creep up the slope 
towards the newer part of the 
building. 

The fire brigade were able to make 
the electrics safe for us but could not 
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pump out the water. We are very 
grateful to the Fysh family and Phil 
Walsh who helped get books, paper, 
photocopier, children’s drawers, 
computers and a range of other 
school resources onto tables and 
cupboards and we are very fortunate 
that we lost no resources and we had 
to leave the school at 11.00pm to its 
fate! 

As it was half term we were able to 
get a company in who set up de-
humidifiers and helped get a large 
majority of water out of the building. 
After the weekend the carpets were 
lifted and the de-humidifiers worked 
on for another 5 days until the damp 
levels were reduced enough to allow 
the children back into school. The 
class spent a week using the hall as a 
classroom and are now back into the 
classroom, where parents have lent 
us some large rugs for seating space. 
The replacement carpets will be 
installed during the holidays and the 
new furniture to replace that which 
was sitting in the water by the time 
we got there, will be ready for a new 
start in September. 

The staff have spent a lot of time 
sorting out materials and making the 
rooms usable again and a big thank 
you them as well. We had so many 
offers of help from several people 
and it makes you realise how lucky 

we are to live in such a caring and 
supportive community. We 
understand Highways have been 
spotted clearing the drains so 
hopefully this will not happen again. 
Quite an adventure for the start of 
Term 6! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

PHEW Programme 2018 

  
Please note that we will be using the 
Oaksey Website and the Oaksey Buzz 
to communicate updates to the 
PHEW programme.  Please sign up at 
http://www.oakseyvillage.org/ 

The Summer Walk - Sunday 15th July 
2018 

A 4 mile walk around starting and 
finishing at the Tunnel Inn including 
the village of Coates, the Cheltenham 
and Great Western Union Railway 
and Tunnel, the Thames and Severn 
Canal and Tunnel and Hailey Wood. 
Meet at the Tunnel Inn car park at 
14.00. 
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The Road Bike Ride – Sunday 23rd 
September 2018 

Centred around Oaksey the first half 
takes us east to the open countryside 
towards Tetbury and the second half 
around the Cotswold Water park.  
Routes of either 13 or 30 miles can be 
undertaken. Meet at the Village Hall 
at 10.00. 

The Autumn Mountain Bike Ride - 
Sunday 21st October 2018  

A repeat of the familiar 18 mile route 
taking in the local facilities including 
South Cerney jumps and Lower Mill 
estate circuit and Flisteridge water 
splash. Cake and coffee stop halfway. 
Shorter loops can be undertaken by 
missing some features.  Meet at the 
village hall at 10.00. 

Roger Squance 
rsquance@btinternet.com 

01666 577679 
 
 

Mother’s Union  

We have just had our Deanery fund 
raising tea party which was a 
pleasant afternoon and we made 
£123 for the Mothers’ Union Summer 
of Hope which is for funds for 

education work overseas and is a 
general fund raiser for all the 
Mothers’ Union branches here. We 
enjoy getting together and were glad 
to welcome Ellen Blacker from 
Wiltshire Good Neighbours who 
several of you may know. She is a 
great help to people in trouble. 

Our next event is our Deanery 
Festival Service on Thursday 12th 
July. This will be at 11.0 a.m. in 
Hankerton church – it was originally 
planned for Crudwell church which is 
listed in our programme, but we have 
changed this as the flower arrangers 
will be busy in Crudwell preparing for 
the Strawberry Fayre. We shall have 
a sermon from Anne Pope, our 
Diocesan Faith and Policy leader, and 
will also welcome Auria Hart our 
Diocesan President and hope to have 
some members from Chippenham as 
well. Some of us are planning to have 
lunch afterwards at the Wheatsheaf 
and would welcome anyone who 
would like to join us – please let me 
know soon so that I can have note of 
how many we shall be – thank you 
and hope to see you at the service 
and for lunch afterwards. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 
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Oaksey WI  

At our last meeting on 14th June 
meeting Paula presented an exercise 
session called “Forever Fit’. Members 
were given some health and well-
being advice before commencing the 
session. It was an active session for 
all abilities and some members were 
able to take part sitting down. There 
were 3 parts to the session, cardio, 
strength and flexibility. Paula 
recommended using baked bean tins 
for upper limb strengthening!! Each 
member was provided with a bottle 
of water emphasising the importance 
of drinking water when exercising. 
Jenny gave the vote of thanks and 
presented Paula with a bouquet of 
flowers as a thank-you. 

Gerda and Di provided refreshments.  

Jenny, our President gave a report on 
the National Federation of WIs AGM 
that she had attended in Cardiff.  The 
Speakers were Dame Stella 
Rimmington 1st woman Director 
General of MI5 and Huw Edwards. 
This year’s resolution ‘Mental Health 
Matters’ was passed with 95% voting 
in favour. Jenny very much enjoyed 
the event and said that the 
experience of the extent of WI 
membership was amazing. Members 

attended from all over the country 
from the Scottish Borders to Land’s 
End!!  

The WI will again be doing the Cake 
Stall at the Village Fete on 30th June. 
Any donations of cakes will be greatly 
appreciated and can be delivered to 
Jenny or Liz F before or on the day. 
The Middleton Cup theme this year is 
“The Royal Wedding. The results will 
be announced and the Cup and prizes 
presented on the day. Jenny has 
been into school during June and all 
children have now entered a picture 
to be judged at the Fete. 

Members also have the opportunity 
to attend a Group Event in Siddington 
on 27th June when Alan Wells will 
talk about “How Clever is the Honey-
Bee?” 

On 12th July our meeting will be an 
outing to Sezincote, Moreton-in-
Marsh. Ten members will be going. 
There will be a guided tour of the 
house and an opportunity to visit the 
gardens. Tea can be purchased in the 
Café. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 
in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, 
dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection 
of toys and activities, and pause for a 
drink or snack mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 
on 01666 575146 

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

As I write this, we are just at the end 
of Dementia Awareness Week. Lots 
of things going on all over the 
country telling people about 
dementia – what it is, how it feels for 
people living with dementia and how 

those without it can understand and 
help.  Brilliant!   

Sadly, dementia isn’t confined to one 
week per year, it’s every day and so I 
thought I would share something I 
saw published by the Alzheimer’s 
Society called “Seven Small Actions. 
One Big Difference”.  These are seven 
actions that came up most often in 
their research among people 
affected by dementia.  They are 
simple actions we can all take in our 
everyday lives which, while they 
might seem small, will have a big 
impact.  The more we do them, the 
more they will become the norm, and 
the more people with dementia will 
be able to carry on living the lives 
they want to. 

1. Talk to me.  Don’t be worried 
about talking to me.  I’m still me. 

2. Listen to me.  Take time to listen 
and involve me in the 
conversation.  I can still teach 
you a thing or two. 

3. Include me.  Keep on inviting me 
out.  Friends still mean the world 
to me. 

4. Ask if I need help.  If I seem 
confused, ask if I need help.  
These little things help me stay 
independent. 
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5. Be patient.  Be patient with me 
and I’ll show you how I can still 
do things, it just might take me 
longer than it used to. 

6. Ask me about my dementia.  
Don’t be afraid to ask me 
questions.  When you take the 
time to understand my 

dementia, I know there’s 
someone on my side.  

7. Help my carer too.  Support my 
partner and others who care for 
me.  My dementia affects them 
too. 

If you would like to know more about 
dementia or come to an information 
session, let me know. 

Ellen 
07557 922020 

ellen.blacker@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
 

North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

Our May meeting took members to 
the Mayfield in Crudwell for our 
annual member’s dinner. 37 
members attended, enjoying a very 
pleasant evening. 

Future meetings   

July 18th - Demonstration by Bev 
Short entitled Bargain Hunt.  
Competition - Single bloom. 

August 15th – Strawberry Tea at 
Oakwood Farm, Minety. 

September 19th – Talk by Piers Lavan 
from Hortico plant centre/nursery 
and AGM 

Looking forward 
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The club is in the process of 
organising a trip to Winchester 
Cathedral flower festival on the 5th 
of September.  Tickets for the Festival 
and coach from Crudwell will cost 
£20 for members and £25 for guests. 
For more information please contact 
on the number below. 

Flower club meetings take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, seven for 
seven thirty. (unless stated 
otherwise) If you enjoy flowers come 
and join us, visitors and new 
members are always welcome. 

Margaret 
01285 770 639 

 
 

  

Services 

July 

See table below. 

August 

Matins service, Sunday 5th August at 
11am. 

Family service, Sunday 19th August at 
11am. 

Holy Communion service, Sunday 
26th August at 11am. 

Group Services (July / August) 

Hankerton, Sunday 8th July at 10am. 

Minety, Sunday 29th July at 10am. 

Oaksey, Sunday 12th August at 10am. 

 

Sunday School 

The next two Sunday Schools will be 
held on Sunday, 15th July and 19th 
August at 10.30am for all children 
aged 3 years and upwards, followed 
by the Family service at 11am. 

All are very welcome to attend. 

 

Church Cleaning Day 

The PCC would like to extend a huge 
thank you to all those who 
volunteered their time at the Church 
cleaning day last month. All involved 
were treated to a lunchtime 
barbecue and Pimms cocktails after 
their hard endeavours. Special 
thanks go to Kevin & Helen McKenna 
for again organising the barbecue 
and pudding treats. The event was a 
lovely community event and a 
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chance to meet up with other people 
from the village. Both the interior of 
the Church and the grounds are now 
looking greatly spruced up thanks to 
your enormous efforts. 

 

Ride & Stride Event 

An advance notice that the annual 
Ride & Stride Event will be on 
Saturday, 8th September between 
10am and 6pm. 

This is a nationally sponsored event, 
organised locally by County Historic 
Churches Trusts. Wiltshire Ride & 
Stride has been going since 1984 and 
has raised well over £1 million for the 
county’s Churches. 50% of the money 
raised goes to the participant’s 
chosen Church and the other half to 
the County Historic Churches Trust. 

Participants may be cyclists, walkers, 
horse-riders or drivers of mobility 
scooters. 
All denominations are welcome. 

Plan your own route and visit as 
many Churches as you like. 

Anyone who is interested in taking 
part in the event, please contact 
Kevin McKennna on 01666 577279 or 
email: khrd84@sky.com 

 

Pet Service 

Following the great success of Pet 
services held in recent years, there 
will be another one on Sunday, 16th 
September at 11am. Please make a 
note in your diaries. 

Everyone is welcome to bring along 
their furry, feathery or wriggly pets, 
both big and small, to the Church. 
This will be another lovely occasion 
to get together and a time for saying 
prayers for our very special friends. 

The service will be followed by a 
‘Bring & Share Picnic’, either inside or 
outside of the Church, depending on 
the weather. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 18th July at 1pm in the 
Rest at a cost of £4.00 per head. 
Unless you are known as a ‘regular’, 
please let Miriam (577689) know by 
Wednesday, 11th July if you are 
planning to come. 

Please note there will be no lunch in 
August. The September lunch will be 
on the 19th. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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 1 Jul 8 Jul 15 Jul 22 Jul 

Morning 
Prayer 

Ashley Charlton Crudwell Hankerton 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Evening Prayer 

6pm 
Morning Prayer 

9:30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family Service 
9.30am 

No service 
Evening Prayer 

6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Strawberry Fair 

Service on the 

Green 

9:30am 

All Age Service 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

Benefice 

Communion 

10am 

Informal 
Worship 

11am 
No service 

Minety 
Service at 

Music Festival 
9.30am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Service of the 
Word 10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family Service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 



 

 


