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Parish Council 

The Parish Council has considered 
far fewer applications for grants 
from Oaksey organisations this 
year. Considering the cost of the 
road and traffic changes that is 
probably helpful. Nevertheless, I 
thought it worthwhile to remind 
those of you in our Village groups 
that we will provide grants for 
works or activities which benefit 
the community. To apply you will 
need to complete the application 
form which is on our website. This 
explains that if the bid is for under 
£500 then one reliable estimate 
will be OK and if over then if 
possible three will be needed. We 
will also need to be reassured that 
the group’s current bank balance is 
usually no more than an average 
year’s revenue. The Parish Council 
will always try to help support local 
groups in the future if they need to 
fund an exceptional and legitimate 
cost. Organisers can always 

approach me to discuss funding for 
future plans which benefit the 
community’s activities. 

Nick Mangnall the church warden 
was very pleased to announce that 
we now have a new Vicar who 
should start with our group of 
churches around next Easter. She is 
Tonya Nixon and will live in 
Crudwell vicarage. It is hoped that 
she will be able to help stimulate 
the interests of the Oaksey 
congregation to attend more 
frequently and bring new life to our 
religious community. 

We are now finalising the 20 zone 
and road sign changes. These 
should be started this year and 
hopefully not disrupt daily traffic 
too much. The raised junction work 
outside the shop will start next 
year and its final design is now 
being confirmed. We will have a 
marked pedestrian route next to 
the shop which vehicles will need 
to avoid.  
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The well garden should be mainly 
planted by the time you read this 
and hopefully you were able to 
participate in some way. This phase 
will still leave some additional work 
which will be planned during the 
winter.  

The second application to develop 
Street Farm itself (18/08527), 
which involves a second attempt to 
create a new access to the rear of 
Street Farm through Cargill place 
has again been thrown out. We 
hope that any future attempts to 
create back-land housing or access 
routes outside our residential 
boundary will also be prevented as 
our Neighbourhood Plan requires. 

I regularly get questions about 
what can/cannot be changed in the 
conservation area. Just a quick 
reminder from the Wiltshire 
Council site itself about a few 
issues:  

Planning controls are more 
restrictive within conservation 
areas. It may be necessary to apply 
for planning permission for some 
building works that would normally 
be considered for permitted 
development. This includes 
restrictions on:  

 the size of some extensions and 
garden buildings 

 additions and alterations to roofs, 
including dormers 

 cladding the outside of buildings 

 satellite dishes in prominent 
positions  

 most hoardings 

 illuminated advertisements 

The exact rules are complex, so it is 
always best to seek advice from a 
professional or the local planning 
authority.  

Additional regulations apply to 
most trees growing within 
conservation areas. Anyone 
wanting to fell or prune a tree or 
carry out other work which could 
damage a tree must inform the 
local planning authority at least six 
weeks in advance.  

During this time the team will 
consult the local town or parish 
council and if necessary, serve a 
Tree Preservation Order. 

Besides our listed buildings we now 
also have street scenes and our 
heritage assets which are detailed 
in the Neighbourhood Plan. This 
does create a rather more 
complicated scene for those who 
want to make changes. Our goal is 
to protect our wonderful heritage 
assets whilst continuing to allow 
Oaksey to develop the size and 
quality of its housing stock for the 
future. Please make very early 
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checks if you want to make 
changes. Even (what may seem to 
be) small changes such as the 
addition of visible external satellite 
dishes or solar panels or roadside 
waste bin storage, hoardings, or 
mirrors are normally not 
appropriate for conservation 
areas. 

We all enjoy our picturesque and 
quiet Village so can I once again ask 
all residents to challenge dog 
owners who continue to allow 
their pets to foul our pavements or 
allow their dogs on to our playing 
field or church grounds. 

Hopefully by the time I write the 
next newsletter in February our 
Neighbourhood Plan will have 
advanced and even moved through 
to the referendum stage in 
preparation for its full legal status. 
Then Oaksey will have far more say 
and a formal legal right to help 
determine how the village 
develops in terms of buildings and 
other community facilities.  

Finally, can I on behalf of the Parish 
Council wish you a very peaceful 
and enjoyable Christmas and new 
year. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
On the last week of the October 
holiday a large group of parents 
painted the Reception Classroom – 
also the Youth Club room. This 
room has not been painted for a 
long time and we are really grateful 
to the following parents who rolled 
up their sleeves and got some paint 
in their hair! 

Beth & Peter Hendry 
Sally Anderson 
Tom Fyson 
Anthony Ducker 
Chris Hutchinson 
Paula Fuller 
Mark Crocker  
Lindsey Richards – who organised 
and set the pace for everyone! 

A real bonus was that one of our 
Governors, Ian McNaught-Davis, 
organised a donation of all the 
paint from Travis Perkins in 
Cirencester and the Reception 
Class children have sent them a 
thank you reply. The room has 
been totally refreshed – a big thank 
you from everyone at Youth Club, 
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all the Reception children and Mrs 
Troughton. 

Just before half term the Reception 
children invited their pre-school 
leaders into the class to show them 
how grown up they have become 
and how well they have settled into 
school. This is always a special 
morning where it is lovely for staff 
to see the children interact with 
their key adults from before 
starting school – one of Mrs 
Troughton’s favourite mornings! 

On Wednesday 28th November 
some of the children will be helping 
to build the bug hotel, log piles and 
hibernaculum as part of the Village 
Well Garden Project. It is very 
exciting to see this project 
gradually taking shape and we are 
looking forward to seeing the 
finished results, particularly as 
some of the children who helped 
design the area were at Oaksey 
School. A big thank you to Anita 
Renyard for linking us together 
with this project. 

We have also received a very 
generous donation from the PCC 
and will be using this to help finish 

off seating for our new garden area 
at the front of the school. The 
children are deciding on the design 
at the moment and it will be 
something to look forward to in 
January. 

We are looking forward to our 
Christmas celebrations – our 
Christmas performance in school, 
parties, lunch and our Christmas 
Service in church on Thursday 20th 
December at 9.15am We would 
welcome anyone from the village 
who would be able to join us. 

Wishing everyone a very merry 
Christmas and happy New Year! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We met on Thursday the 8th 
November at Sherston for a talk by 
Helen Price on her prison visiting. 
This was one of the most 
interesting talks we have had as 
Helen Price explained that she had 
been asked to help prisoners who 
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were dyslexic and when she had 
retired from teaching, she trained 
and was interviewed to teach 
prisoners. This was a one to one 
tutoring in a special room set aside 
for teaching sessions and she told 
how as well as tutoring she was in 
a position to understand individual 
problems and did her best to help 
them. We were given an insight 
into aspects of prison life which 
were much clearer than what we 
read in the press or hear 
commented on in public – 
altogether a really relevant insight. 
We could have continued 
questioning and discussing for 
some time. We then had a few 
memories of past members of 
families who had fought in the First 
War with photos and items news 
and letters which were still 
preserved. It was a very good 
meeting and much enjoyed. 

We meet again on Thursday 10th 
December at 10.30am for our 
Christmas meeting at Minety with 
Margaret Godfrey, when we will 
have a service with readings and 
carols followed by mince pies and 
coffee which will put us truly in the 
spirit of the season – I do hope we 
shall all be there to wish each other 
a Happy Christmas. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Oaksey WI held its AGM on 
Thursday 8th November in The 
Rest. 

The meeting opened with The 
Secretary reading last year’s AGM 
minutes and the Treasurer 
presented the accounts which 
were proposed and passed by the 
members. 

The outgoing President, Jenny 
Moody, then gave a report on the 
year’s activities, commenting on 
the very varied programme and the 
fun and friendship enjoyed by the 
members of our village WI. She 
went on to thank not only the 
Secretary, Treasurer and the 
Committee for their hard work and 
support but also non-committee 
members who have run stalls and 
sent cards to members.  

The President was unanimously re-
elected and the Officers will be 
elected from the Committee at the 
next Committee meeting. 

Liz Fleming proposed a vote of 
thanks for Jenny’s hard work 
during the year and mentioned 
that Oaksey is lucky to have a small 
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but thriving WI thanks to Jenny as 
President, and all the members 
who support it. 

Jenny then outlined the 2019 
programme which is almost 
complete and covers a wide range 
of activities and visits etc.  

The Annual Subscription for 2019, 
which covers all the meetings, 
activities and opportunities in 
Gloucestershire and nationally will 
be £42. 

Gloucestershire Federation 
celebrates its centenary next year 
and as Group organisers Oaksey WI 
has an interesting year ahead. 

After the meeting a delicious lunch, 
organised by the committee 
members, was served and the 
afternoon finished with a hilarious 
game of consequences!!!  

Members are looking forward to 
the following Christmas events: - 

 Gloucestershire Federation 
Christmas Concert on December 
5th at Cheltenham Town Hall with 
the star attraction of  ‘Only Men 
Aloud’. 

 The Group Carol Service on 11th 
December at Preston Church.  

 The Christmas Lunch on Thursday 
13th December at the 
Wheatsheaf, Oaksey. 

From January 2019 

 Thursday 10th January at 2.15pm 
in The Rest, Oaksey. The first 
meeting of the New Year will be a 
“WI at home” session with games 
and tea and refreshments. 

 Thursday 14th February 2.15pm – 
Craft and looking at the archives. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 
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North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

In October we 
held a ‘Pot Luck 
Workshop’, in which participants 
brought along flowers, foliage and 
other components of an 
arrangement, but passed these on 
to another member to create as 
they wished. It was an excellent 
evening with lots of nice surprises, 
no one left disappointed.  

Annual fundraising event at the 
Sundial Theatre, Cirencester in 
November, with Christmas themed 
‘Magic and Sparkle’ Demonstration 
by mother and daughter team, 
Elizabeth Gordon and Emily 
Broomhead. 

Future meetings 

19 December - Christmas 
Workshop with seasonal 
arrangement and bring and share 
supper.  

16 January - Demonstration by 
Rachel Wilson, ‘A Luxury Wedding’.  

20 February - Demonstration by 
Sally Taylor, ‘You be the Judge’. 

Looking forward 

We have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
planned throughout 2019 including 
Demonstrations, Workshops and 
Visits. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall at 
7pm for 7.30. We are a thriving, 
enthusiastic group with plenty of 
fun and friendship thrown in. Our 
members and visitors come from 
throughout North Wiltshire and 
into Gloucestershire. Some are 
experienced creative flower 
arrangers, others complete 
beginners and some just like to 
watch. Visitors and new members 
are guaranteed a warm welcome, 
encouraged by free coffee/ tea / 
cake and chat at the end of the 
evening.  

For more information please 
contact me. 

Liz 
01666 860888 
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Lifestyle Health and Beauty 

The very best Beauty & Specialist 
Treatments performed by 

experienced Professionals in a 
delightfully relaxed atmosphere. 

Just a stones throw from 
Malmesbury, Tetbury and 

Cirencester in the village of 
Hankerton, our salon boast ample 

parking and the warmest of 
welcomes. 

Open Monday to Friday 9am until 
late and on Saturday until 2pm 

Priory Coach House, 
Hankerton 
SN16 9JZ 

We do hope to see you soon. 

www.lifestylehealthandbeauty.co.uk 
info@ lifestylehealthandbeauty.co.uk 

01666 577 636 

 

Bell ringers News 

Bell ringers from three parishes 
joined forces on Remembrance 
Day to mark both Remembrance 
Day and the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Armistice. They 
rang: 

 before the morning service at 
Charlton - half-muffled 

 before the morning service at 
Great Somerford - half-muffled 

 after the morning service at 
Oaksey 

 at 1230 at Charlton along with 
bands of ringers across the 
country celebrating the Armistice. 

In half-muffled ringing, alternate 
strokes are barely audible. It is a 
traditional sign of respect for the 
dead. 

A great day! But all three bands are 
in dire need of new ringers. Why 
not get in touch with your parish's 
ringing captain or churchwarden 
and see whether you could join 
them? 

Christopher Daws 
01666 824029 

cwdaws@fastmail.fm 
 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

Sitting in my office it is really chilly 
today. Frost season is upon us and 
on goes the heating.  More people 
than you think struggle with the 
cost of heating.  For those of us in 
the rural villages, we rely on 
electricity or oil, both of which are 
expensive and oil purchases mean 
careful budgeting to afford the cost 
of filling the tank! Although 
cheaper, gas is expensive too. It’s 
wonderful that at this time of year 
Wiltshire Community Foundation 
run their Surviving Winter Grants 
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which collects funds from those 
who would like to donate and 
ensure that the money is 
distributed to those in need. See 
the information in the magazine 
and please do contact me for more 
information. 

To be eligible for a grant someone 
must; 

 be considered to live in fuel 
poverty (spend more than 10% of 
their annual household income on 
fuel to keep their home warm and 
in a 'satisfactory' condition) 

 be in receipt of eligible means-
tested benefits 

And fall into one of the categories 
below; 

 be pensionable age and affected 
by fuel poverty 

 be of working age with a disability 
or a long-term health condition 
which affects their ability to keep 
warm 

 be in receipt of Better 2gether 
childcare funding for their 2-year-
old 

Please get in touch if I can help with 
any of the above. 

As ever, I am around for general 
help and support on a wide variety 
of issues including transport, 
mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness.  Give me a call on 07557 

922020 and leave a message.  I will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

 

Friday Club 

7th December  

Finding Your Feet 

With Mulled Wine 
and Seasonal Nibbles 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm. If members wish to bring a 
guest, then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person.  

4th January 2019 

Mama Mia Here We Go Again 

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

Judith 
01285 770301 
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December services 

 Sunday, 2nd December – Matins 
service at Oaksey at 11am. 

 Sunday, 2nd December – Group 
Advent service at Oaksey at 6pm. 

 Sunday, 9th December – Group 
Holy Communion service at 
Hankerton at 10am. 

 Saturday, 15th December - Carols 
by Candlelight service at Oaksey 
at 5pm. 
The service will be followed by 
sherry & mince pies. All sidesmen 
are asked to be at the Church by 
4.15pm to help with the 
preparations. 

 Sunday, 23rd December - Nativity 
service at Oaksey at 11am. 

Calling children of all ages!  

Please do come along and take 
part in our very popular Nativity 
play. We need young children to 
take the parts of Angels, 
Shepherds and Kings plus more 
children and adults to help. We 
would also like older children to 
come along and participate in 
telling the Christmas story.  
As in previous years, we will be 
having a small, friendly pony that 
will play a prominent part, so 
please do support this service and 
ensure we have another good 
turnout. 

Hope to see you at 10am on 23rd 
December (for an 11am start) to 
select your part and costume.  

For more information, please call 
Helen McKenna on 577279.   

 Tuesday, 25th December - 
Christmas Day Holy Communion 
service at Oaksey at 11am.   

 Sunday, 30th December – Group 
Holy Communion service at 
Minety at 10am. 

January services 

 Sunday, 13th January – Group 
Holy Communion service at Ashley 
at 10am. 

PCC Drinks Party – a date for 
your diary  

Following the great success of the 
PCC drinks party in previous years, 
it has been decided to host another 
one next year on Saturday, 23rd 
February 2019 at Oaksey House 
from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. The 
purpose of the party is to not only 
thank all those who have helped 
the Church in any way, but also to 
extend the invitation to everyone 
who has helped with other village 
activities, such as the Fete, the 
Shop, the Village Hall, the Playing 
Field, the Lunch Club, PHEW, the 
School Governors, the History 
Society and, of course, the Parish 
Council. It will also be an ideal 
opportunity to welcome recent 
arrivals to the village. Please also 
remember to bring your diaries 
with you as the party will be an 
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opportunity for you to volunteer to 
man the Church throughout the 
summer from Saturday, 23rd 
March 2019 to Saturday, 5th 
October 2019 from 10am to 4pm 
(in 2-hour slots). 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 12th December at 
1pm in the Rest at a cost of £6.00 
per head. Please note that this is a 
week earlier than normal. Unless 
you are known as a ‘regular’, 
please let Miriam (577689) know 
by Wednesday, 5th December if 
you are planning to come. 

Miriam would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the 
volunteers who have helped in any 
way over the past year, whether it 

was preparing food, serving the 
meals or washing up afterwards. 
Your efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

The Lunch Club would like to 
continue in the future, but this 
does, of course, depend on 
volunteers coming forward. So, if 
you feel that you could spare a 
couple of hours each month 
(except August), please let Miriam 
know on the above number.  

The lunch in January will be on 
Wednesday, 16th January 2019 at 
1pm in the Rest at the usual cost of 
£4.00 per head.  

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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 2 Dec 9 Dec 15 Dec 16 Dec 

Morning 
Prayer 

Hankerton Minety  None 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Evening prayer 

6pm 
 

Morning Prayer 
9:30am 

Charlton Family service 
9.30am 

No service  
Carol service 

6pm 

Crudwell 
Morning 
worship 
11am 

No service  Carol service 
6pm 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

Benefice HC 

Christingle 

10am 
 

Carol service 

5pm 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Carol service 

4pm 

Oaksey 

Matins 

11am 

Advent service 

6pm 

No service 
Carol service 

5pm 
No service 

 23 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 30 Dec 

Ashley No service 
Carol service 

6pm 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 
No service 

Charlton Christingle No service 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 

Crudwell Benefice HC 
10am 

Midnight holy 

communion 

11.30pm 

All age Service 

10am No service 

Hankerton No service No service 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 
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Minety No service 

All Age Service 
3pm 

First HC of 
Christmas 9pm 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 

Benefice HC 
10am 

Oaksey Nativity 

11am 
No service 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 
No service 

 6 Jan 13 Jan 20 Jan 27 Jan 

Morning 
Prayer 

Ashley Charlton Crudwell Hankerton 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Benefice HC 

10am 

Evening prayer 

6pm 

Morning Prayer 
9:30am 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family service 
9.30am 

No service 
Evensong 

6pm 

Holy 
communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Holy 

communion 

9.30am 

All age worship 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 
Informal 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Holy 
communion 

8.30am 
Service of the 

Word 
10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 


