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Parish Council 

I hope you’ve had a great Xmas and 
new year celebrations and have 
now fully recovered. Most of the 
work of the Parish Council 
progresses very slowly due to the 
procedures we need to follow to 
either spend public money or 
comply with guidelines both 
National and local.  

Though frustrating for us we will 
get the jobs done. Our traffic 
improvements will eventually 
happen with the 20 zone and sign 
improvements reasonably 
imminent. The shop site junction 
will happen when the weather 
improves.  

Our Neighbourhood Plan is 
proceeding at a relatively 
‘breakneck’ speed with the final 
minor amendments now being 
completed ready for a referendum 
before Easter. You will have plenty 
of time to re-read the document 

before casting your vote (in 
approval hopefully) in the usual 
way in the Village Hall. We really 
hope that we get a large turnout to 
show the depth of support for our 
plan which will help to guide 
building developments 
sympathetic to our heritage in 
Oaksey for many years. 

If you have recently moved in to 
the Village then Oaksey extends a 
very warm welcome to you and we 
will try to ensure that you quickly 
get to know as much about us as 
you wish. Our website is 
informative and the Parish Council 
is currently updating its Village 
booklet to help as well. Making 
sure we know who has arrived is 
sometimes a challenge and we are 
looking at more effective ways of 
doing this. In the mean-time please 
make sure you get on to our ‘buzz’ 
email list (on the website) so that 
you receive very current issues. 
This is of course open to all in the 
Parish. There are always Village 
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functions for you to attend and 
community activities to help 
support. Both are great ways of 
integrating and getting to know 
many more Villagers very quickly. 

Please help to continue to keep the 
Village tidy as our intrepid 
volunteers who pick up on a 
regular basis remind me that we 
still suffer from persistent litter 
bugs. Our clean Village doesn’t 
happen by chance. We will be 
installing (may already be done) 
two new bins, one to replace the 
playing field carpark bin to be 
positioned near to the car park 
entrance and the other by the 
phone box. These will be emptied 
regularly but please take home 
what you can. Our streets and 
surrounding fields need to be 
protected and it’s essential that we   
treat them with respect and also 
keep to the designated footpaths 
and not stray on to private fields. 

Finally, the Parish Council is once 
again planning its budget for the 
next financial year and we would 
like to hear ideas from Village 
groups and individuals about 
worthwhile community projects 
which we might be able to support 
in 2019. At our Annual General 
Meeting we will hopefully get the 
chance to discuss these in more 
detail. Village groups can bid for 

grants for projects and we will 
consider all requests 
sympathetically. Our rule of thumb 
is that the group should normally 
have savings of no more than 
about an average year’s revenue 
unless they are saving for a 
significant purpose. We could also 
share costs which bring savings 
down to this level and advise on 
external grant bodies which have 
been very generous to Oaksey in 
the past. 

Referendum for Oaksey's 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

We have just been told that the 
date for this important vote will be 
on Thursday 28th March in the 
village hall. Please pop the date in 
your diary. 

The next Parish Council meeting 
will be on Thursday 14 February 
2019, at 7.00pm, in The Rest, 
Oaksey Village Hall. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
Firstly, a happy New Year to 
everyone and hoping that you all 
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had a peaceful and enjoyable 
holiday. 

School started this term for the 
children with a Theatre Workshop 
from the Everyman Theatre in 
Cheltenham, followed the next day 
with a whole school visit to the 
Aladdin Pantomime at the theatre. 
Tweedie, from Gifford’s Circus, is 
the highlight of the show and all 
the children were very quickly 
completely engrossed in the 
excellent performance, with plenty 
of audience participation. We are 
very grateful to FoOS for funding 
the cost of the two coaches, which 
reduces overall costs for all the 
parents.  

Class 2 have been focusing on local 
history before Christmas and 
having read extracts from the old 
school log books, decided on 
December 7th to open a time 
capsule that we knew had been 
hidden in an old school fireplace in 
1990. It had been buried on 7th 
December twenty-eight years 
beforehand to the day! 

Some children have written a short 
report. 'On the 7th of December 

Miss Holden and Mr Skill took Class 
2 and 3 out into the cloakroom 
area where there is an old fireplace 
that was in the kitchen of the 
School House, where the 
Headteacher used to live. They 
moved the cupboard that was in 
front of the fireplace. We took the 
wall apart because we read about a 
time capsule in the school log 
books. Tallulah took the time 
capsule out of the old school 
fireplace in the one of the walls. It 
was in a very dusty bag and the bag 
had a sign on it that said DO NOT 
THROW AWAY OAKSEY TIME 
CAPSULE.  

We got the time capsule out on the 
same date as it was buried 28 years 
ago in 1990. Then we went into Mr 
Skill’s Classroom and opened the 
time capsule. In the time capsule 
we found lots of magazine, 
children’s work, letters, pictures, 
and a tape with all 28 pupils talking 
on it; which is how many pupils are 
in class 2 at the moment and how 
many people where in the school in 
1990. 28 years ago Mr Morey was 
the head teacher and right now the 
head teacher is Mrs Scott. This 
whole story has lead up to a whole 
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term of history learning about the 
school. If you go into the hallway 
outside Class 2 you will see all the 
things that were in the time 
capsule. We have started to plan 
what we should put into the time 
capsule from nowadays and return 
it to the fireplace for children to 
find in the future. Yours, Arthur R, 
Sofia M, Tallulah'  

Some parents of the current 
children were at the school at the 
time, when the capsule was hidden 
and we have spoken to them, but 
we are aware there maybe others 
in the locality who have not 
realised that the time capsule has 
been opened. If there is anyone 
from the village who would like to 
drop in and see the time capsule 
evidence, please call the office – 
01666 577221 – to arrange a time 
to visit.  

The children are preparing what 
they might include in the capsule 
from current times and then it will 
be hidden again, so please contact 
us soon. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 

Oaksey Village Fete 2019 

It's been decided that our Annual 
Fete this year will  be held on 
Saturday 29 June. It's early, but we 
need to start thinking about the 
arrangements, so a meeting has 
been arranged for Tuesday 12th 
February at 7.30 in the Village Hall. 
Everyone interested is invited to 
come along and give us your ideas 
on how to make the Fete even 
better than last year! 

Fred Price (577955) 
 
 

Mother’s Union  

It seems a long time ago since we 
had our Christmas meeting on the 
13th December with a service 
followed by mince pies at The 
Willow Tree which was the last 
gathering which included several 
members from Sherston and now 
this has changed. We had our AGM 
with Margaret Godfrey at Minety 
and there were only 9 of us and we 
are getting used to being a very 
much smaller group. Most of the 
Sherston members have decided to 
become Diocesan members which 
means they are still full members 
but do not attend branch meetings 
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unless it is something special and 
someone with a car is coming and 
can give them a lift. The agenda 
included discussing this change 
and a heartfelt thanks to Barbara 
Wilden who has been our deanery 
treasurer for 30 years and as she is 
a Sherston member she is 
becoming a Diocesan member 
from now. We are very glad that 
Pam Osborne has volunteered to 
take over as treasurer and that is 
the only change to our committee 
– Jane Gibbs still takes the 
meetings, Brenda Sheppard is 
minutes secretary and produces all 
the agendas and minutes and 
anything to be printed, and 
Margaret Godfrey produces the 
programme for the year, so we 
carry on as smoothly as before. We 
have a good programme arranged 
for this year and hope that 
Sherston members will come as 
planned to important events like 
the Deanery Festival and any 
special prayer days or celebrations. 

So the first special day is in fact our 
next meeting on Thursday 14th 
February when we meet in 
Hankerton church at 10.30 a.m. 
and start with the enrolment of the 
Rev. Shirley Danby who is joining as 
a Diocesan member. We shall also 
welcome Aurea Hart, our Diocesan 
President, and as this is obviously a 
special event, we do hope that 

some of the Sherston members will 
join us. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Oaksey WI  

WI members attended various 
Christmas events over the festive 
season. 

The Gloucestershire Federation 
Christmas Concert on December 
5th at Cheltenham Town Hall with 
the star attraction of ‘Only Men 
Aloud’ which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all; the Group Carol 
Service on 11th December at 
Preston Church and a delicious 
Christmas lunch on Thursday 13th 
December at the Wheatsheaf, 
Oaksey. 

Our first meeting of 2019 was on 
Thursday 10th January at 2.15pm 
in The Rest, Oaksey. This was a ‘WI 
at home’ session with games 
starting with ‘pass the bomb’ and 
including all-time favourites such 
as snakes and ladders, boggle, 
scrabble and charades and bingo. It 
was a most enjoyable afternoon 
with much fun and laughter not to 
mention the tea and cakes served 
by Helen and Di. 
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The Annual Subscription for 2019, 
which covers all the local meetings, 
activities and opportunities in 
Gloucestershire and nationally, 
was collected from members and 
the programme and membership 
book for 2019 were handed out. 

Names were taken for the annual 
GFWI Council Meeting which will 
be held on 27th March 2019 at 
Cheltenham Town Hall. The 
speakers will be Dr Helen 
Pankhurst, great granddaughter of 
Emmeline Pankhurst, and Ann 
Jones NFWI Vice Chairman. As 
usual lunch will be taken at 
Prezzo’s!!  

Members voted on the resolutions 
for 2019 – the majority of votes 
was for ‘A Call against the Decline 
in Local Bus Services.’ The selected 
resolution nationally will be 
debated later in the year. 

Our February’s meeting is on St. 
Valentine’s Day 14th February at 
2.15pm in The Rest, which will be 
an afternoon of craft. As 2019 is 
the centenary of the GFWI, 
archives and scrap-books will be on 
display. Also members can bring 
any memories, photos etc. that 
they may have of Oaksey WI in the 
past. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

 

News Correspondent. Is this 
you? 

We are looking for new local 
correspondent for the Oaksey 
community news in the Gazette 
and Herald. This is a voluntary 
position. If anyone is interested 
please contact Linda,  

Linda Durno 
(01249) 750514 

kingtonstmichael@btinternet.com 
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Friday Club 

1st February 

Edie  

Doors open at 7.30 
pm for refreshments of wine, beer 
and soft drinks as well as tea, 
coffee and snacks and the film 
starts at 8pm. If members wish to 
bring a guest, then the entrance 
charge will be £3.50 per person.  

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

Judith 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

Sometimes the name of a month 
brings an automatic thought to 
mind.  When I mentioned to ‘I’m 

indoors that I was writing for the 
February magazines I was, frankly, 
surprised when he said “February – 
Valentine’s Day!”, should I prepare 
for an extravagant gesture this 
year?? I guess when we think of 
Valentine’s Day we think of flowers 
and chocolates and cards with cute 
pictures on them.  In actual fact, it’s 
about caring and sharing.  With this 
in mind, ‘I’m indoors isn’t so very 
off the wall when he suggested 
writing about this for the 
magazines. We all have 
neighbours, sometimes they are 
close and others can be across a 
couple of fields. The question is: 

 Would you notice if the bins 
weren’t put out?  

 When did you last see them?  

 What did you say?  

 What is their name?  

 Would you give them a lift?  

 Would you water their plants 
when they’re away?  

It's about knowing someone to say 
hello to and maybe to have a cup of 
tea with, knowing that someone is 
looking out for you and most of all 
including everyone, especially 
those people who can sometimes 
find life a bit tricky. Go on, it’s easy 
to simply say “Hello”. It’s only a 
word but could mean the world to 
someone who is feeling lonely. 
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As ever, I am around for general 
help and support on a wide variety 
of issues including transport, 
mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness.  Give me a call on 07557 
922020 and leave a message.  I will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

01285 770301 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

In November we 
held our annual 
fundraising event at the Sundial 
Theatre, Cirencester. This was a 
Christmas themed Demonstration, 
aptly named ‘Magic and Sparkle’, 
presented by mother and daughter 
team, Elizabeth Gordon and Emily 
Broomhead. It was an excellent 
evening, which was well attended 
by members, guests and visitors 
from other clubs. 

December saw members work with 
Crudwell Guides to help them 
create Christmas Table 
Decorations. We then closed 2018 
with our annual bring and share 
supper, where members enjoyed 
creating seasonal arrangements, 

whilst sharing an abundant spread 
and good company.  

A great start to 2019 at our January 
meeting, with a Demonstration by 
Rachel Wilson on the theme of ‘A 
Luxury Wedding’ 

Future meetings 

20 February - Demonstration by 
Sally Taylor, ‘You be the Judge’. 

20 March - Workshop, ‘Pandora’s 
Box’ 

17 April - Members Annual Dinner, 
Cirencester. 

We have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
planned throughout 2019 including 
Demonstrations, Workshops and 
Visits. More information can be 
found on our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a thriving, 
friendly and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
North Wiltshire and into 
Gloucestershire. Some are 
experienced creative flower 
arrangers; some complete 
beginners and others just like to 
watch. Visitors and new members 
are guaranteed a warm welcome, 
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with free coffee/ tea/ cake and 
chat at the end of the evening.  

Liz 
01666 860888 

nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 
 

Lifestyle Health and Beauty 

 
Offer of the month: 

Guinot Facial offer 

Liftosome Facial with ThermoLift 
Mask 

An exclusive skincare method that 
provides global firming and anti-

wrinkle action! 

The ThermoLift Mask penetrates 
the active ingredients into the skin 

leaving the face firm and  

the skin smooth 

Cost £65 

Purchase this month 1 facial for 
£55  or  3  facials for £150 

Priory Coach House, 
Hankerton 
SN16 9JZ 

www.lifestylehealthandbeauty.co.uk 
info@ lifestylehealthandbeauty.co.uk 

01666 577 636 

Poole Keynes 
Race Night  

9th March 
2019 @ 
7.30pm 

Poole Keynes Village Hall 

Tickets £7.50  

To Include Ploughman’s Supper 
and Pudding 

Bar serving a selection of Beer 
Wine and Fizz  

Tickets available from Judith 
770301 and Sally 770548 

Space is limited so book early to 
avoid disappointment 

 
 

  

New Rector 

Our new Rector, The Reverend 
Tonya Nixon, will take up her post 
in the middle of March 2019. Her 
Induction service will be held at 
Crudwell Church on Monday, 18th 
March at 7pm, followed by a 
reception in Crudwell School. 
Oaksey will be represented at the 
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service by members of the PCC, but 
there will be a few spare places in 
the Church. If anyone would 
particularly like to attend, please 
contact the Churchwarden, Nick 
Mangnall, on 01666 577982.  

Tonya and her husband Mark will 
be moving into the Rectory in 
Crudwell at around the same time. 
We all very much look forward to 
meeting them. 

Services 

A Group service will be held on 
Sunday, 10th February at 10am at 
Charlton Church. 

New Church Gates 

The PCC is delighted to announce 
that two new bespoke Church 
gates have been installed at both 
ends of the Church path. The work 
was completed last December by 
Scott Miles, a carpenter of 27 years 
standing. He lives locally in 
Somerford Keynes. 

The PCC would like to extend their 
grateful thanks to the Parish 
Council for their very generous 
grant towards the cost of the 
Project and also to the Oaksey 
Village Harvest Supper committee 
who raised a magnificent £622.00 
from the hugely successful event 
last October. 

You will see that the new gates 
have springs attached, so that the 
gates will now close slowly on their 
own. However, if you do happen to 
see the gates open, then do please 
close them to avoid damage to the 
springs.  

PCC Drinks Party  

This will be held on Saturday, 23rd 
February at Oaksey House from 
6.00pm to 8.00pm. The purpose of 
the party is to not only thank all 
those who have helped the Church 
in any way, but also to extend the 
invitation to everyone who has 
helped with other village activities, 
such as the Fete, the Shop, the 
Village Hall, the Playing Field, the 
Lunch Club, PHEW, the School 
Governors, the History Society and, 
of course, the Parish Council. It will 
also be an ideal opportunity to 
welcome recent arrivals to the 
village. Please also remember to 
bring your diaries with you as the 
party will be an opportunity for you 
to volunteer to man the Church 
throughout the summer from 
Saturday, 23rd March 2019 to 
Saturday, 5th October 2019 from 
10am to 4pm (in 2-hour slots).     

Oaksey Lunch Club 

Please note that, due to the road 
closure, the next lunch will be on 
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Wednesday, 13th February at 1pm 
in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per 
head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 6th 

February if you are planning to 
come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 

 

 
 

 3 Feb 10 Feb 17 Feb 24 Feb 

Morning 
Prayer 

Minety Oaksey Ashley Charlton 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Evening prayer 

6pm 
Morning prayer 

9.30am 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Charlton Family service 
9.30am 

Benefice HC 

10am 
Evensong 

6pm 

Holy 
Communion 

9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Holy 

Communion 

9.30am 

All Age 
worship 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 

No service 
Informal 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Minety 
Holy 

Communion 
11am 

Christingle 
Service  
4.00pm 

In School Hall 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Service of the 

Word 
10am 

Service of the 
Word 
10am 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family service 
11am 

Holy 
Communion 

11am 


