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You will have noticed 
by now that our 20 
zone signs have gone 
up. You will also have 

seen yellow marks on many of our 
traffic signs which indicate that 
they will be improved or removed. 
Please respect our 20mph zone 
and we will have a safer village. The 
junction works outside the shop 

can only be undertaken in fine 
weather and at the moment that 
means around May at the earliest. 
These works will close the road for 
more than a week. 

The outcome of the Appeal to 
application 18/09832 at Street 
Farm has been announced. The 
appeal has been dismissed as have 
all previous applications to develop 

Oaksey Neighbourhood Plan 2019. Referendum 

On March 28th registered electors in Oaksey will have the opportunity to vote 
in our Village hall on our Neighbourhood Plan. This is the final stage in a very 
long process of development, and we have included a flyer in this Newsletter to 
give you some more details. Wiltshire Council will be contacting each registered 
elector in the Parish just as in a normal election and you will also have the 
chance to register for a proxy or postal vote if you so wish. There will be access 
to the main document through our Village website and Wiltshire Council who 
are organising the whole process will also let you know about the other places 
it can be read. There have only been a few minor changes to the document that 
was available to read in April and May last year. Please vote on the 28th March. 
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this site by adding new buildings 
with access which extends outside 
our residential boundary. As 
presented, our Neighbourhood 
Plan will continue to protect our 
residential boundary and the 
heritage value of all of our 
buildings.   

We seem to be surrounded by 
roadworks at the moment though 
by the time you read this we should 
be free of most of the diversions. 
The condition of our roads and the 
age of the utilities beneath them 
probably means we have not seen 
the last of roadworks.  

Finally, now that we have a 
detailed written set of guidelines in 
our Plan on all sorts of building and 
environmental developments can I 
strongly encourage you to refer to 
these when relevant to make sure 
that your own plans comply. Even 
small matters such as visible TV 
dishes; external mirrors or refuse 
bins or boxes left on a frontage can 
have a big visual impact in a 
beautiful Village such as ours. 
Please continue to play your part in 
enhancing our heritage 
environment. 

The next Parish Council meeting 
will be on Thursday 14 March 2019, 
at 7.00pm, in The Rest, Oaksey 
Village Hall. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
Our school Governors have been 
busy visiting the school in their 
monitoring role since Christmas. 
One of their functions is to monitor 
how effectively the school 
curriculum is taught and this can 
take place in a number of ways. It 
maybe interviewing children with a 
specific focus, it maybe observing a 
lesson and it may be looking at 
children’s recorded work and the 
accompanying staff paperwork. 

Each Governor is linked to a subject 
and initially they meet with the 
staff subject leader. Being a small 
school, each teacher may be 
responsible for two or three 
subjects so we timetable these 
reviews very carefully, so staff are 
not focusing on too many things at 
a time. 

This term we have held PE, 
Personal, Social and Health 
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Education (PSHE) and Collective 
Worship reviews and will be 
holding Literacy and Music reviews 
before Easter. Children have been 
interviewed and lessons observed. 
Governors feel they benefit from 
watching the children at their 
learning or interviewing them, but 
it also increases their knowledge as 
to what is happening on a daily 
basis. This information from the 
monitoring visits are then fed back 
at full Governor’s meetings to the 
whole board. 

We are very grateful for the 
support and challenge our 
Governors bring to the school – 
they put in a great amount of time 
on a voluntary basis in their roles. 

This term we have had visitors 
from the Wiltshire Fire Service, 
who have talked to our oldest and 
youngest children about what 
would happen if there was a fire in 
their house and what could they do 
to keep themselves safe. Mr Skill 
(IT subject lead) has spent time 
talking with each class about online 
safety and how the children are 
using their digital time effectively. 
If you are interested, he has put 

some useful information on the 
website on the Digital Information 
page, for both adults and children. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

 

Oaksey WI invite you to a 

Pop-up Coffee and Tea Shop 

Friday 29th March 2.00-4.00pm 

Oaksey Village Hall 

Teas, coffees, soft drinks. 

Delicious WI homemade cakes!! 

All welcome! 

Come along anytime during the 
afternoon or before and after 
picking up the children from 

school. 

 

 

Mother’s Union  

We had our first deanery branch 
meeting on Thursday the 14th 
February and it was quite a 
celebration.   We enrolled the Rev. 
Shirley Danby as a Diocesan 
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member and our Diocesan 
President, Aurea Hart, came to 
perform the enrolling and Sarah 
Wyman took the short service.    
After refreshments Shirley gave us 
an excellent talk on her 5 Objects 
which were five items in her life 
which increased her belief in God 
and showed the wonder of life – a 
“wow” moment!  She illustrated 
them with pictures of amazing 
views and among them a complete 
double rainbow she had very 
recently seen locally.   We are now 
a very small group since the 
Sherston members have become 
Diocesan members and no longer 
join us for meetings except on 
special occasions, but it was still a 
very happy morning and we were 
pleased to be in Hankerton church 
with Peter Wyman providing the 
music for the hymn and Lance 
Osborne there to take a photo to 
commemorate the event. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 
14th March at the Willow Tree, 
Tuners Lane, Crudwell at 10.30 
a.m. when Janet Smith is coming to 
talk about her Adventures in Africa.   
We do hope that all our small 
group will come, and we will 
welcome any visitors who would 
like to join us. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Oaksey Village Hall Trust 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 12th March at 7.30pm 

at Oaksey Village Hall 

This is when we elect our 
Committee and Officers for the 

year, review 

the past year, and our plans for 
future events. The Meeting is 

open to all, so please come along - 
especially if you are new to the 
village, and want to know more 
about the hall, or wish to play a 

part in village life. 

 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our February meeting was on 14th 
February (St Valentine’s Day!). This 
was an afternoon of craft and 
reminiscences.  

The craft items were a red tissue 
paper rose demonstrated by Liz 
Fleming and an attractive spring 
flower painted flower-pot 
demonstrated by Liz Kirkham.  
Members then set about creating 
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them. An air of concentration 
ensued for over 30 minutes and all 
were surprised at what a good 
result they achieved. Everyone was 
then given a plant to put in their 
pot! After the activity, delicious 
refreshments were served by Liz 
Kirkham and Nellie.  

As 2019 is the centenary of the 
GFWI, memorabilia of Oaksey WI 
(including photos, old minute 
books and more recent 
scrapbooks) were on display and to 
commemorate St. Valentine’s Day, 
a table displaying red items. 

Oaksey WI is again entering the 
GFWI Tim Poole Cup and this year’s 
entry was for a card to celebrate 
the Gloucestershire Federation 
centenary. Liz Kirkham showed the 
members the lovely card that she is 
submitting on our behalf. 

Oaksey WI will be holding another 
pop-up tea/coffee afternoon on 
Friday 29th March 2.00-4.00 pm in 
the Rest. 

This will be a chance for a social 
gathering in the village and for all 
to have a chance to savour some of 
the delicious homemade cakes that 
Oaksey WI produces!! 

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday 14th March at 2.15pm. 

A visiting speaker, Sarah Harris, will 
be giving an interesting and 
amusing talk on ‘Marie-
Antoinette’s guide to farming’. This 
is a light-hearted tale of a woman 
who knew nothing about farming, 
but who set herself up with a little 
farm, rather as Marie Antoinette 
did. The tale follows the trials and 
tribulations of a novice farmer.  

Visitors welcome £4 to include 
refreshments. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 
 

Friday Club 

1st March 

The Children Act 

Doors open at 7.30 
pm for refreshments of wine, beer 
and soft drinks as well as tea, 
coffee and snacks and the film 
starts at 8pm. If members wish to 
bring a guest, then the entrance 
charge will be £3.50 per person.  

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

Film screening on 5th April First 
Man to celebrate 50 years since 
the first moon landing and moon 
walk. 
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Supporting individuals to live 
independent, happy, healthy and 
fulfilling lives by offering 
information on a variety of topics. 
Working to improve outcomes for 
people by representing their needs 
at decision making levels. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

01285 770301 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The year began 
with an 
exuberant demonstration by 
Rachel Wilson, with a green and 
white colour theme and abundant 
flowers, which showcased ‘A 
Luxury Wedding’ through a variety 
of forms. 

In February, a demonstration by 
Sally Taylor provided an 
opportunity for members to 
critique her arrangements and spot 
the deliberate but often well-
hidden errors which would impact 
scores if participating in a formal 
competition, hence the title ‘You 
be the Judge’. 

We are holding a ‘Pandora’s Box’ 
workshop in March, at which 30 
members with a wide range of 
experience, will receive identical 
containers and bunches of flowers 
and foliage, and spend the evening 
creating an Easter arrangement. 
No doubt a very wide variety of 
attractive arrangements will be 
produced. 

Future meetings: 

17 Apr - Members Annual Dinner, 
Corinium Hotel, Cirencester. 
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15 May - Summer Celebration at 
Chavenage House near Tetbury, 
with a demonstration by Coral 
Gardiner. 

19 June - Workshop, ‘Celebrating 
Summer Flowers’. 

We have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
planned throughout 2019, 
including Demonstrations, 
Workshops and Visits. More 
information can be found on our 
Facebook page – North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower Club. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a thriving, 
friendly and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
North Wiltshire and into 
Gloucestershire. Visitors and new 
members are guaranteed a warm 
welcome at these regular meetings 
in Crudwell, including coffee/ 
tea/cake and friendly chat at the 
end of the evening. 

Liz 
01666 860888 

nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 
 
 

Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

Invitation to past and present 
members. A very warm welcome 
too to all the RBL members  

The branch will hold a service to 
acknowledge its 75th year of 
formation on Sunday the 24th 
March in All Saints church Kemble 
at 3pm followed by an anniversary 
tea in the village hall. There will be 
a display of the many photos of 
events that have taken place 
during those years as well as 
National and County certificates 
awarded to the branch.  

Sadly Dee Perks a member who 
would have been 90 this year 
passed away and her funeral was 
held in Coates Church on 2nd 
February. Dee was a valued 
member coming along to meetings 
regularly and in the past willingly 
collecting for the poppy appeal.  

If you would like to join us and 
become a member contact Pat 
770385 chairman/secretary.  

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
self-help support group 

(this group covers all of 
Gloucestershire and beyond) 
working in partnership with 
National BEAT. This is a FREE 
service. (Formed in 2003) 
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The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 6th March at 7.30pm 
in St. Peters Lounge, St. Peters 
Court Cirencester. Sufferers and 
carers are given a friendly and 
warm welcome.  

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

 
 

Concert in 
Malmesbury 
Abbey 

Wessex 
Concert Orchestra returns to 
Malmesbury Abbey on Saturday 
30th March at 7.30pm with a 
concert entitled “Romantic 
Favourites”. 

The programme includes 
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto 
(soloist Charlie Lovell-Jones – string 
finalist from The Young Musician of 
the year 2016) Tchaikovsky’s 5th 
Symphony and Weber’s Peter 
Schmoll Overture. 

This is a great chance to hear some 
great classical music locally at an 
affordable price!! 

Tickets at £12 (£10 concessions) 
and under 16s £5 - from 
Malmesbury Abbey Bookshop, 

Michael’s, The Triangle, 
Malmesbury or www.wco.org.uk. 

Or from Liz Fleming: 
marketing@wco.org.uk. 

 
 

Challenge Yourself for 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance 

If you or someone you know would 
like to take on new or exciting 
challenges in 2019, then Wiltshire 
Air Ambulance has a choice of 
events. 

Our bumper events calendar 
includes an abseil, skydive and a 
Snowdon challenge. 

As well as a personal challenge, by 
taking part you will be helping us to 
keep saving lives. 

If an abseil appeals to you, 
experience the thrill of a controlled 
descent down Avon Gorge, Bristol, 
on Sunday 14 April. 

You can explore the stunning 
landscape of Snowdonia National 
Park by tackling our triple 
challenge of cycling, climbing and 
kayaking on Saturday 8 June. 
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If you want to see Wiltshire from a 
great height take part in our 
skydive at Old Sarum Airfield, near 
Salisbury, on 2 June. Jumping in 
tandem with a professional 
instructor from either 10,000 or 
15,000 feet, you can see the sights 
of Salisbury Cathedral and 
Stonehenge. 

We are a charity and rely on 
donations to keep saving lives. It 
costs £3.75 million a year to keep 
the air ambulance flying and we 
are not funded directly by the 
Government and receive no 
National Lottery grants. 

For more information about our 
events go to our website 
https://www.wiltshireairambulanc
e.co.uk/events/ or call the charity 
team on 01225 300536. 

 
 

  

Services 

The Ash Wednesday service for the 
Braydon Group will be held at 
Crudwell Church on the 6th March 
at 7.30pm. 

An Induction service for our new 
Rector, The Reverend Tonya Nixon, 
will be held at Crudwell Church on 
Monday, 18th March at 7pm, 
followed by a reception in Crudwell 
School. Oaksey will be represented 
at the service by members of the 
PCC, but there will be a few spare 
places in the Church. If anyone 
would particularly like to attend, 
please contact the Churchwarden, 
Nick Mangnall, on 01666 577982.  

There will be two Braydon Brook 
Group services in March as follows: 

 Sunday, 10th March at 
Hankerton Church at 10am. 

 Sunday, 24th March at Minety 
Church at 10am. This will be 
Tonya's first service as Rector 
in the Braydon Brook Benefice 
and it would be really nice to 
see a good turnout. 

Brigadier Robin Middleton OBE 

It is with great regret that the PCC 
has to announce the death of 
Brigadier Robin Middleton OBE. 
Robin and his late wife, Liz, lived at 
the Stables, Court Farm and on 
their arrival in the Village quickly 
became immersed in Village life. 
Liz, who sadly died in 2008, will be 
remembered for her hugely active 
role in the Women's Institute and 
in particular for her efforts in re-
energising and reorganising the 



Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 March 

Church choir which flourished 
under her leadership.  

After a distinguished career in the 
Army and working for the Order St. 
John, Robin was equally busy in the 
Village as Churchwarden and Lay 
reader. In his retirement, he was 
able to engage in his passion for 
horse racing. He was deeply 
involved in many other aspects of 
Village life and will be remembered 
very fondly, and with great respect, 
by many people in the Village. Our 
condolences go out to their two 
sons, Charlie and Ranulf. 

There will be a private family 
funeral. A Thanksgiving Service for 
Robin's life will be held at All Saints 
Church, Oaksey on Wednesday, 
20th March at 2.30pm. 

Lent Lunches 

The 1st Lent lunch will be hosted 
this year by Jill Neilson & Angela 
Gee on Tuesday, 12th March at 
12.30pm to 2pm at Orchard Place, 
Oaksey. 

The 2nd lunch will be hosted by 
Catherine Woodward & Ros 
Taubenheim on Tuesday, 26th 
March at 12.30pm to 2pm at 
Coppice Cottage, Oaksey.   

All are very welcome to attend. 

Church Cleaning Day 

A note for your diaries: This will 
take place on Saturday, 1st June at 
10am,  

followed by a lunchtime barbecue 
at the back of the Church.  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 20th March at 
12:30pm in the Rest at a cost of 
£4.00 per head. Unless you are 
known as a ‘regular’, please let 
Miriam (577689) know by 
Wednesday, 13th March if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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 3 Mar 10 Mar 17 Mar 24 Mar 31 Mar 

Morning 
Prayer 

Crudwell Hankerton Minety Oaksey Ashley 

Ashley 
Holy 

communion 
8.30am 

Evening 

prayer 

6pm 

Morning 
prayer 
9.30am 

No service 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

Charlton 
Family 
service 
9.30am 

No service 
Evensong 

6pm 
No service 

Mothering 
Sunday 

Crudwell 
Morning 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Holy 

Communio

n 

9.30am 

No service 
Mothering 
Sunday 
11am 

Hankerton 
Holy 

communion 
9.30am 

Benefice 

HC 

10am 

Informal 
worship 
11am 

No service 
Mothering 
Sunday 

4pm 

Minety 
Holy 

communion 
11am 

Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Holy 
communion 

8:30am 
Service of 
the Word 

10am 

Benefice 
HC 

10am 

Mothering 
Sunday  

4pm 

Oaksey Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family 
service 
11am 

Holy 
communion 

11am 

Mothering 
Sunday 
11am 


