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Parish Council 

I am very pleased to be able to 
announce that the Village voted 
massively in favour of our 
Neighbourhood Plan, and after 6 
long years of preparation, 
consultation and revision it is 
reassuring that we now have a plan 
for our future which the 
community can get behind and 
support. With 35% of the total 
electorate voting 80:20 in favour 
the support we received was 
better than the average for these 
types of referendum. I would like 
to thank all of those who voted. 

It was interesting that last year 
after our extensive and very well 
advertised consultation exercise 
locally with online and paper 
copies available and also nationally 
we received only 3 objections to 
the Plan from local residents. 
These comments were of course 
carefully considered. It was 
therefore a surprise to me that 

about 30 voted against the Plan at 
the Referendum. Contributing 
when the opportunity is offered is 
the best chance of getting your 
views heard. Remember to register 
for our Village buzz if you haven’t 
already done so. 

Our 20mph speed limit has been in 
force for a while now and my ad 
hoc feedback is that not enough of 
us are keeping to the limit. Please 
take responsibility when driving 
through the Village in cars, vans, 
and even tractors. For the safety of 
all we need to try to make this 
work. 

To reinforce my comments last 
month about the Village Hall we 
actually need to find replacements 
for the Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Treasurer. These roles need not be 
too onerous, yet their value is 
enormous to the community. 
There is support around each role 
and in other activities linked to the 
Village Hall such as fund-raising 
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events. In relation to these events 
please note carefully in your diary 
these two dates for you to support: 

 Saturday 18th May 2019. Quiz. 

 Saturday 12th October 2019. 
Harvest Supper. 

The fantastic Easter weather got us 
all outside more and in the Village 
Anita and her team are getting 
things ready for the Best Kept 
Village competition. We hope the 
Well garden and the planters will 
soon be looking their best. I’m sure 
we will all be sprucing up our 
frontages and making sure that the 
Village continues to look its best. 
Keeping waste bins out of sight 
other than for collection will help 
this effort. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
Several Easter events took place 
before the end of term, including 
our Easter service in church, a visit 
from the Easter Bunny and a very 
well attended Easter Crafternoon 
organised by FoOS. We met 
Reverend Tonya Nixon both at 

school and in church at Easter and 
we look forward to working 
alongside her. 

We also welcomed Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance Team who led an 
assembly for us about the work of 
the team. This charity is going to be 
our main fundraising focus for the 
next term and Mrs Kathy Clark also 
came to talk to the older children 
about her involvement. We are 
hoping to raise plenty of money to 
support their good work. 

The report has been published 
from our Church School (SIAMs) 
Inspection, which took place in 
March and can be found at the 
following link and on our school 
website 
 - 
http://www.oaksey.wilts.sch.uk/p
oliciesinformation/policies-
information  

We are all very pleased that the 
Inspector noted ‘The Christian 
vision is central to the life of the 
school and affirms the importance 
of each individual. In this small 
community pupils are valued, and 
their talents celebrated.’ A big 
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thank you to all our staff and 
Governors who help make this 
happen on a daily basis. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 

 

Oaksey Midsummer Race 
Night 

Friday 21st 
June 2019 

Oaksey 
Village Hall 

First Race 7.30pm  

Come and enjoy a fun evening with 
friends with the excitement of the 
races. Don’t miss out get under 
starters orders by booking your 
tickets from  

Judith 01285 770301  

Tickets £12.50 to Include a Light 
Supper  

Pay Bar serving Beer, Cider, Wine 
and Fizz  

Proceeds to Oaksey Cricket Club 
and Oaksey Junior Football Club 

 

 

Mother’s Union  

Four of us went down to the 
Cathedral on the 23rd March for 
the annual meeting of the 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union which 
was held in the Chapter House. We 
had reports of all the Mothers’ 
Union projects this last year and it 
is always interesting to hear what 
has been achieved all around the 
Diocese  including Friends for 
Parents of children in the hospital, 
help for refugees and asylum 
seekers, welcoming visitors to the 
cathedral, also welcoming to 
visitors in Ashfield Prison, days out 
for families who would otherwise 
not get one (which I think I have 
mentioned before), sending 
greetings for special events such as 
Christmas and Easter to our links 
with overseas Diocesan members, 
and a number of other caring 
needs. In the afternoon we 
attended the induction by the 
Bishop of our Diocesan President 
who is taking on another three-
year term. 

We have had our April meeting on 
the 11th when we met with Pam 
Osborne to have a talk on thoughts 
for Lent from the Rev. Barry Raven 
which was a great pleasure as we 
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all know him and Avril when he was 
rector of the Bradonbrook group. 
We had a very good talk and Barry 
encouraged us to add some of our 
own thoughts, it was a very 
pleasant meeting. Next month we 
meet on Thursday 9th May at 10.30 
a.m. at The Close, Upper Minety, 
when we shall have our Diocesan 
President, Aurea Hart, to discuss 
the Mothers’ Union special project 
for this year. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our April meeting was a huge 
success and it was lovely to have so 
many visitors from other WIs and 
the village. Our speaker, Gordon 
Brockman (auctioneer) gave us a 
very interesting talk about silver 
and how to date objects and 
identify their silversmiths. 
Audience members had bought in 
various objects for valuation and 
Gordon was able to date and value 
them. There were some surprises 
in store and members learnt a lot 
more about their objects. We hope 
to reserve him again next year 

when he will give us an ‘Antiques 
Road Show’.  

The Pop-Up Tea/Coffee afternoon 
held on Friday 29th March was very 
successful and we were asked 
when the next one would be! This 
will be in October. Thank you to 
those who came along, and it was 
lovely to see so many enjoying the 
social time over a cup of tea – not 
to mention the cakes!!! 

The Committee have now 
inspected the village phone box 
and have started organising its 
clean up, repair and refurbishment 
for use as an information booth 
and paperback swop facility. 

Watch this space! 

Our May meeting ‘Resolutions and 
recipes’ will be on Thursday 9th 
May at 7.15pm, when we will 
discuss the national resolutions to 
be voted on at the National AGM. 
After voting for the two resolutions 
“The Decline of local bus services” 
and “Don’t fear the Smear”, an 
Oaksey resident will kindly give us 
a demonstration of Japanese 
cooking. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 
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Friday Club 

3rd May 

Bohemian 
Rhapsody. 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm.If any members wish to bring 
a guest then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person 

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

Charity Film Night  

I have a few guest seats available 
for our Charity Film and Supper 
Night on Friday 17th May when we 
will be enjoying a 2-course supper 
followed by a screening of 
Swimming with Men 

A man who is suffering a mid-life 
crisis finds new meaning in his life 
as part of an all-male, middle-aged, 
amateur synchronised swimming 
team. 

Tickets cost £10 per person and 
there will be a pay bar and raffle. 
Doors open @ 6 pm Supper will be 
served @ 6.30pm 

Please email or phone Judith for 
more information, the food choice 
and to book your tickets. 
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All proceeds 
from the 
evening will 
be donated 
to the mental 
health charity MIND 

This will be our last film until we 
reconvene in September 

Judith 
jahiscock@hotmail.co.uk 

01285 770301 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

To celebrate the 
arrival of spring, 
by popular demand we held 
another ‘Pandora’s Box’ workshop 
at our March meeting. All 
participants received an identical 
surprise package of materials 
which had to be incorporated in an 
arrangement of their own design. 
These materials included spring 
flowers, pussy willow, contorted 
willow, strands of wool, copper 
mesh, and a choice of foliage. An 
amazing variety of beautiful 
arrangements were produced 
during a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening.  

Future events: 

15 May - Summer Celebration at 
Chavenage House near Tetbury, 
including a demonstration by Coral 
Gardiner, drink and nibbles, 
6.30pm for 7.30pm. Guest tickets 
£20, contact Dreena Rutty on 
01666 860467 for more 
information. 

19 June - Workshop, ‘Celebrating 
Summer Flowers’, to perfect the 
art of making a hand tie. 

4 July - Coach Trip to Cotswold 
Lavender and Broadway. 
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17 July - Demonstration by 
Rosemary Kerr, ‘Oriental 
Takeaway’ 

We have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
planned throughout 2019, 
including Demonstrations, 
Workshops and Visits. More 
information can be found on our 
Facebook page – North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower Club. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a thriving, 
friendly and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
North Wiltshire and into 
Gloucestershire. Visitors and new 
members are guaranteed a warm 
welcome at our regular meetings in 
Crudwell, including coffee/ 
tea/cake and friendly chat at the 
end of the evening.  

For more information please 
contact Liz. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Association of Wrens 

Swindon & District Branch of the 
Association of Wrens welcomes all 
who served in the WRNS & WRNR, 

including those who transferred to 
the RN & RNR, and all former and 
serving female ratings and officers 
of the RN and RNR. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 
15 May at 1930 at Lawn 
Community Centre, Guildford 
Avenue, Swindon 

Kath Danswan will be telling us 
about her journey from 
embroiderer to textile artist. 

Further details 
swindonwrens@hotmail.co.uk or 
phone 01793 694466. 

 
 

Are you vulnerable?  I am! 

Really? I hear the cry!  From time to 
time we are all vulnerable for a 
variety of reasons. Driving alone at 
night is one which makes me aware 
that I am vulnerable – the workings 
of engines and cars remains a 
mystery to me – and long may that 
continue!!!!  No matter what age, 
living alone creates a number of 
risks and potential problems 
should things go wrong.  We all 
develop strategies to reduce the 
risk, it may be wearing a personal 
alarm, carrying a mobile phone 
everywhere, whatever it is, we 
cope. 
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How about using the warmer 
weather to see what can be done 
in the local area?  Do you “know 
your neighbour”?  Would you 
notice if the bins weren’t put out?  
When did you last see them?  What 
is their name? It’s about knowing 
someone to say hello to and being 
approachable if help is needed in 
an emergency.  It only takes a 
minute to say hello, who knows 
how much that could improve their 
feelings of vulnerability? 

Also to remind you all that I am 
around for general help and 
support on a wide variety of issues 
including transport, mobility and 
safety around the home and 
reducing the feeling of loneliness.  
Give me a call and leave a message.  
I will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

07557 922020 
 
 

Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

Invitation to past and present 
members and VISITORS 

A very warm welcome too to all the 
RBL members  

Do please join us for our meeting in 
Kemble village hall on Thursday 
30th May at 2.30pm. Cherry 
Hubbard the speaker comes highly 
recommended!  

After the speaker we enjoy some 
refreshments before having a brisk 
business meeting and there is 
always a raffle too!! 

If you would like to join us and 
become a member contact Pat 
770385 chairman/secretary.  

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder self 
help support group (this group 
covers all of Gloucestershire and 
beyond) working in partnership 
with National BEAT. This is a FREE 
service. (Formed in 2003) 

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday May 1st at 7.30pm in 
St. Peters Lounge, St. Peters Court 
Cirencester. Sufferers and carers 
are given a friendly and warm 
welcome.  

I have recently received a letter via 
Matt Hancock MP the Health 
secretary - ministers agree that 
early intervention is essential, and 
that GP’s are expected to use the 
NICE (National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence) guidance 
when choosing the most 
appropriate treatments. Also, work 
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is being undertaken in partnership 
with NICE and the National 
Collaborating Centre for Mental 
Health to ensure that each 
pathway is fully informed by the 
available evidence and the views of 
experts. The group will be watching 
with interest and hold the powers 
that be ‘to account’! 

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

 
 
 

  

Services 

A Group service will be held at 
Charlton on Sunday, 12th May at 
10am. 

Please note there will be no Sunday 
School or Family service at Oaksey 
on Sunday, 19th May. 

Good Friday Activities Event 

A big thank you to everyone who 
helped at the Good Friday 
Activities Event. Without your help, 
this would not have been possible. 

Also, we would like to invite all the 
children to come along to our 
Oaksey Sunday School activity. It is 
held every 3rd Sunday at All Saints 
Church, Oaksey at 10.30am, 
followed by an informal Family 
service at 11am.  

Christian Aid Week (12th to 
18th May) 

As in previous years, each copy of 
this edition of Oaksey Village News 
contains a Christian Aid envelope 
for donations to be made. If you 
would like to make a donation, 
please drop your envelope into the 
collecting box at the Village Shop 
and, if applicable, complete the 
Gift Aid section of the envelope. 
This will allow Christian Aid to claim 
an extra 25% on top of your 
donation.  

Church Cleaning Day 

A reminder that this will be on 
Saturday, 1st June at 10am, 
followed by a lunchtime barbecue 
and Pimms cocktails at the back of 
the Church. This year, we will again 
be carrying out maintenance work 
outside the Church as well as in the 
Church, so, if you are able to help 
out, please bring along your 
gardening implements, such as 
pruning & lopping shears, 
wheelbarrows, petrol strimmers 
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etc. Your continued efforts will be 
greatly appreciated by the PCC. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 15th May at 1pm in 
the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per 
head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 8th 
May if you are planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 

 
 

Notice from the editor. 

Although our normal submission 
date for articles is the 20th of each 
month, submissions for the June 
edition will be the 18th May. Due to 
production constraints late 
submissions will not be included. 
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