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Parish Council 

May brought some fantastic 
weather and plenty is growing 
around the Village. Some of the 
colours are breath-taking and the 
bluebells in Oaksey Wood were 
superb. Hope you got the chance 
to visit and see them. 

Getting out and about is a major 
bonus when living in the 
countryside- though it does bring 
responsibilities. By this I mean that 
there are still dog walkers who 
trespass on private farmland by 
straying from the footpath with 
their dogs off their lead. I have had 
one incident reported to me 
recently of a dog off its lead 
harassing a pregnant deer which 
lost its calf as a result. All farm 
animals are very easily scared by 
dogs and the outcome can be both 
tragic and expensive. There are 
laws to try to prevent such 
incidents as well as ensure the 
taking home or binning of poo bags 

which continue to be left by totally 
irresponsible dog owners in the 
open or in other people’s bins. 
Please do all you can to confront 
anybody you see breaking these 
fundamental rules of the 
countryside and we will all be able 
to share our lovely surroundings 
more amicably. I know we would 
all hate to see more signs or fences, 
but both animal and human health 
are being put at risk by 
irresponsible dog owners. 

We have some more 20mph 
stickers for bins on bin days. This 
does serve as a useful reminder to 
all villagers and those passing 
through that we live in a 20mph 
zone. 

We’ll be judged soon in the 
Wiltshire Best Kept Village 
competition and frontages will 
hopefully be at their best. The 
planters will soon be re-potted and 
hopefully close neighbours will 
continue to look after them. 
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We are currently helping the 
Village Hall group to find volunteer 
replacements to run the Village 
Hall Trust. As I said previously this 
is an important function for the 
whole Village and the Parish 
Council will do all it can to help the 
Trust set up a new team and also 
make the improvements that are 
needed to the Hall. 

We had a major cycle race go 
through Oaksey on the Easter 
weekend with the usual problem of 
cyclists ignoring our chicane 
priorities despite the presence of 
some marshals. This event was not 
approved by Wiltshire or the Police 
and it is currently being 
investigated. Oaksey is not suitable 
for races because of our traffic 
priority system but all social 
cyclists are more than welcome to 
travel slowly through our lovely 
village. 

Finally, I hear that the Flying 
Scotsman may be passing through 
Oaksey in June. This will be a very 
popular event so pick your viewing 
point carefully with safety 
uppermost in mind. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 

 
The start of Term 5 has seen some 
PE competition successes. Our Year 
3 Orienteering team has won the 
Cluster Competition and will 
represent the North Wiltshire 
schools at the Wiltshire Games in 
Marlborough in July. Our Year 5 
and 6 Tennis team reached the 
finals of the Cluster Competition 
but lost the game to a very strong 
Lea and Garsdon School team. 
Eight children also represented the 
school at the Mid-Wilts Swimming 
Gala in Devizes where they 
received several 2nd and 3rd 
places but no finals placing overall. 
Congratulations to all the teams 
and thank you to parents and staff 
who have helped transport and 
organise the children. 

Following our World Book Day 
activities supporting the charity 
Book Aid, the children have 
become aware of how some 
children around the world do not 
have a school to attend at all. We 
have decided to hold a ‘Share a 
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Pencil’ day at the end of this term 
where the children will only have 
one pencil between the two of 
them in order for them to 
understand how some children 
have limited resources. Tallulah in 
Year 4 is also organising a 
children’s sale, including a ‘Bear 
Sale’ to raise funds for charities 
that helps fund children attend a 
school if only for one day a week. It 
is encouraging to see the children 
appreciate how fortunate they are 
and that they can do something to 
help others, linking in very well 
with our current value of justice. 

On 8th July, at 2.30pm, the children 
will be organising a fund-raising 
afternoon in support of the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Each class 
is being given £10.00 to see how 
much they can raise, making or 
creating items for sale that 
afternoon. There will be tea and 
cakes available and everyone from 
the village is invited. We cannot say 
what things exactly will be for sale 
yet as the plans are being discussed 
with each class and decisions have 
to be made! 

We will also be holding a 
sponsored ‘Wheel Challenge’ in 
June for the children, who will be 
seeing how many laps they can 
complete either pushing, pulling or 
riding on a ‘wheel’ of some sort. 
This is always a fun afternoon 
which the children thoroughly 
enjoy and hopefully will add to our 
total for the Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance. 

We are looking forward to the next 
few months, enjoying some 
outdoor activities. Gardening Club 
is busy at the moment and some of 
the children are going to help plant 
up the village planters in the next 
couple of weeks. We are looking 
forward to some slow worms that 
are being relocated from 
elsewhere in the village to our 
school pond area, which has been 
recently maintained and upgraded. 
Let’s hope the good weather 
continues! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 
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Mother’s Union  

Our meeting on the 9th May at The 
Close, Minety was joined by our 
Diocesan President, Aurea Hart. 
We had a good discussion on 
various projects and evens coming 
up this summer and it was a great 
pleasure to have Aurea with us to 
add to our ideas. Our principal 
thoughts covered the initials 
MULOA – Mothers’ Union Listens 
Observes and Acts. Anything we 
feel we could, and would like to 
help, we should listen first to what 
the needs are being talked about 
and then watch what is happening 
before we act – not to rush in with 
helpful acts which are not in fact as 
kind and useful as they could have 
been. Worth thinking about and 
certainly the Mothers’ Union 
projects in this diocese are the 
results of careful consideration and 
are very welcome. 

So, our next meeting is on 
Thursday June 13th and is a fund-
raising tea party at 2.30 p.m. at The 
Willow Tree, Crudwell in aid of 
various Mothers’ Union projects.   
One of these is Help for Parents in 
the children’s hospital in Bristol 
and another friendship for visitors 
to inmates of Ashfield Prison – 
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both much needed and 
appreciated. 

Do come and support our bring and 
buy and enjoy the tea party. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey Village Shop 
Association 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday, 4th June 

6.30pm 

Oaksey Village Hall (The Rest) 

Everyone who uses the shop is 
encouraged to attend. There will 

be light refreshments. 

We welcome comments and 
suggestions at the meeting, or by 
email to the OVSA chairman, at 
cburnabyatkins@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our May meeting ‘Resolutions and 
recipes’ was on Thursday 9th May. 
The meeting opened with a short 
presentation by Margaret and Liz 

on the national resolutions to be 
voted on at the National AGM 
which were “The Decline of local 
bus services” and “Don’t fear the 
Smear”. Members were then able 
to vote for or against both motions. 
There was a unanimous vote in 
favour of both resolutions. 
Following this, Keiko, an Oaksey 
resident, gave us a demonstration 
of Japanese cooking as she 
prepared Chicken Hot Pot (Nabe in 
Japanese), rice and miso sauce, 
which we were able to partake of 
afterwards, and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. Members still had 
room afterwards for the usual 
delicious cakes!! 

Other news 

The cleaning up of the telephone 
box in preparation for the book 
swop and information point is 
ongoing. A list of various events 
and outings was displayed, and 
members were invited to add their 
names and payments for the 
Centenary Village Fair at the 
Bathhurst Estate on 6th July and 
the Denman outing on 11th July. 
Croquet and bowls are also in the 
mix for the summer and a theatre 
outing at The Barn Theatre is 
planned for the autumn. 

Our next meeting is the Annual 
Summer Group Centenary 
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meeting/Rally on Thursday 13th 
June 7.15pm at The Village Hall. 

We are very lucky to have booked 
Mark Cummings from Radio 
Gloucestershire, who presents the 
early morning programme from 
6.00am – 9.00am. He is going to 
give an amusing talk about his work 
in broadcasting. 

This is an open meeting for our 
Group WIs but also anyone in the 
village is welcome to attend. 

Visitors at £4, which will include 
cheese and wine after the talk. Do 
come along. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Friday Film Club  

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the members of Friday 
Club for their support once again 
this year. We had a good run of 
films covering many genre 
including musical and biopics  

Friday club will resume on Friday 
6th September when the annual 
subscription will be due.  

The first film to be screened for the 
new season will be  

Fisherman’s Friends  

If you would like to become a 
member then please do contact 
Judith on 01285 770301 for more 
information 

Judith Hiscock 
 
 
 
 

Scarecrow Trail and produce 
Show 

28-29 September 

We it might be fun to introduce an 
“Oaksey Bake Off” section into this 
years show with a signature bake, 
technical and showstopper 
challenges. Look out for more 
details in next month’s magazine, 
so loads of time to practice for a 
chance to win a Bake Off Pinny. 

Also 

It is our intention this year to 
exhibit historical artefacts earthed 
up or found in the vicinity of 
Oaksey and are looking for more 
items to enhance the display. 

If you think you may be able to help 
with a contribution on loan to the 
exhibition, please contact Lucinda 
577823 or Ros 575458. 

Catherine 
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The Flower Club’s 
celebration of 
spring and the first signs of 
summer continued, with two major 
social events, our Annual Dinner 
held at the Corinium Hotel in 
Cirencester and our Summer 
Celebration at Chavenage House 

near Tetbury. The former was a 
very enjoyable evening with 
complimentary drink on arrival, 
lovely food, and lots of chat and 
laughter in very pleasant 
surroundings. As we go to press, 
final arrangements are being made 
for the latter event at Chavenage in 
May, but we hope for an equally 
successful evening in this stunning 
location.  

Future events:   

19 June - Workshop, ‘Celebrating 
Summer Flowers’, to perfect the 
art of making a hand tie. 

4 July - Coach Trip to Cotswold 
Lavender and Broadway. 

17 July - Demonstration by 
Rosemary Kerr, ‘Oriental 
Takeaway’ 

21 August – Demonstration by 
Anna Steven, ‘Flights of Fancy’ 

We have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
planned this year, including 
Demonstrations, Workshops and 
Visits. More information can be 
found on our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a friendly, 
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thriving and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
North Wiltshire and into 
Gloucestershire. Visitors and 
potential new members are 
guaranteed a warm welcome at 
our regular meetings in Crudwell, 
including coffee/ tea/cake and 
friendly chat at the end of the 
evening, so do come along if you’re 
interested. 

For more information please 
contact Liz on 01666 860888. We 
can also be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder self 
help support group  

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday June 5th at 7.30pm in 
St. Peters Lounge, St. Peters Court 
Cirencester. Sufferers and carers 
are given a friendly and warm 
welcome.  

Recently I was invited into 
Cirencester college to be 
presented with a cheque from a 
group of young MALE students 
who chose the charity as their 
lunchtime fundraiser. During the 
past few months the numbers of 

men attending the group has 
increased. The national campaign 
of raising awareness of mental 
health issues has definitely struck a 
chord.   

Pay Ayres 
01285 770385 

 
 

Oaksey Midsummer Race 
Night 

Friday 21st 
June 2019 

Oaksey 
Village Hall 

First Race 7.30pm  

Come and enjoy a fun evening with 
friends with the excitement of the 
races. Don’t miss out get under 
starters orders by booking your 
tickets from  

Judith 01285 770301 
Tom Cook 07581 672773 

Dan Guthrie 01285 642308 

Tickets £12.50 to Include a Light 
Supper  

Pay Bar serving Beer, Cider, Wine 
and Fizz  

Proceeds to Oaksey Cricket Club 
and Oaksey Junior Football Club 
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Badminton Horseless Trials 
Event 2019 

The Badminton Horseless Trials 
Event (or “HTE”) takes place on 
Sunday, 29th September this year. 
This unique event, now in its 36th 
year, is run by the local Rotary Club 
of the South Cotswolds to raise 
money for local charities. Held in 
Badminton Park (by kind 
permission of the Duke and 
Duchess of Beaufort), the off-road, 
all-terrain course takes runners 
over some of the world-famous 
Horse Trials obstacles, along 
country tracks in sight of the deer 
herds, and through fields and 
woods. The event features 
professional chip-based electronic 
timing for all runners. 

Entry can be as an individual, or as 
a team, over either the 5k or 10k 
distance. The event also welcomes 
cannicrossers (runners with dogs) – 
again for the 5k or 10k distances. 
Entry costs £15 (£10 if aged 16 or 
under). Entries received before 
Sunday 22nd September will be 
sent a free car park ticket for the 
event – otherwise car parking on 
the day costs £5. 

For those interested, on-line entry 
is being handled by Race-Nation; 
see; 

https://race-
nation.co.uk/register/rotary-club-
of-the-south-
cotswolds/badminton-hte-5k-and-
10k 

The event provides an excellent 
opportunity for individuals or 
groups to raise sponsorship money 
for their own charity or cause – 
fancy dress is optional though! 

Peter Wyman 
Rotary Club of the South Cotswolds 
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Services 

There will be 2 Benefice Group 
services this month: 

Sunday, 9th June at Ashley Church 
at 10am. 

Sunday, 30th June at Crudwell 
Church at 10am. 

Sunday School 

This will be held on Sunday, 16th 
June at 10.30am for all children 
aged 3 years and upwards, 
followed by the Family service at 
11am. 

All are very welcome to attend. 

Church Cleaning Day 

As previously advertised, this will 
be on Saturday, 1st June at 10am, 

followed by a lunchtime barbecue 
and Pimms cocktails at the back of 
the Church. This year, we will again 
be carrying out maintenance work 
outside the Church as well as 
inside.  

So, if you are able to help out, 
please bring along your gardening 
implements, such as pruning & 
lopping shears, wheelbarrows, 
petrol strimmers etc. Your 
assistance will be greatly 
appreciated by the PCC. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 19th June at 1pm in 
the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per 
head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 
12th June if you are planning to 
come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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