
Oaksey  
Village News 

 

 

September 2019 

Parish Council 

There’s a lot of information for 
your diary in September which I’ll 
explain later but which you will also 
see repeated in and around the 
village. 

Nick Mangnall is leading an effort 
to coordinate all of the functioning 
groups we have in the village to 
make sure we know of planned 
events to avoid clashes and also 
maybe offer opportunities for 
collaboration. We have about 18 
such groups and the initial task will 
be to make sure our online 
calendar is fully updated and is 
maintained regularly. All groups 
know how to do this so please can 
you make sure that you each have 
one volunteer to undertake this 
important job. Thanks. 

There will be a special meeting of 
the village hall committee on Sept 
3rd to enable Fred to hand over the 
Chairmanship of the Village Hall to 

Francis Brackley who has kindly 
agreed to take over. Many thanks 
to both Fred and Francis and also 
to David Kimble for his help in 
facilitating this arrangement on 
behalf of the Parish Council. Fred 
will continue with the bookings 
function for a transition period. 
These are key roles in the village 
and I’m still hoping that more of 
you will come forward to offer help 
with other activities. Let’s keep the 
community strong and that means 
willing volunteers. 

Have a look at the link on our web 
site to the detailed plan for the 
long-awaited shop junction 
improvement which is now 
scheduled to take place in October 
and will last for several weeks. The 
junction will be shut completely to 
traffic- but not pedestrians- and if 
this work clashes or overlaps with 
the Eastcourt rd repairs in late 
September then we will need to 
plan alternative routes carefully. 
Parking to the west or south of the 
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shop and walking through may be 
one solution for drivers. The shop 
remains open for us to support. At 
least the works will give us some 
respite from the inconsiderate 
drivers including those tractor 
drivers who continue to race 
through our village in excess of 
20mph! 

Now, those dates for your diary:  

14th Sept. A wine tasting evening 
for everybody which will raise 
funds for local use. 

From Thurs 26th sept. – Wed 2nd 
October we will have our 
traditional Scarecrow trail set up. 
This year its ‘Musicals’ and 
everybody can enter – just get the 
form submitted in time and have a 
go- there’s no fee. There will also 
be guides and clues available for 
the weekend to help raise some 
money as well.  

On Friday 27th Sept from 2-4pm 
our busy WI are putting on a pop-
up tea, coffee and cake café in the 
village hall in aid of a fantastic 
charity Macmillan Cancer. Please 
come along and support. 

Finally, Sept 28th features our 
annual craft and produce show. 
You’ll need to fill in the entry form 
and submit a very small fee by Sept 
20th. There are loads of categories 

and even an Oaksey ‘bake off’ for 
those with the right talents! 
Personally, I’m still waiting for an 
‘ugliest carrot’ category in which 
I’m confident I’d start as favourite! 
Even without that it looks like a 
fantastic weekend. Please join in 
everything and feel a real part of 
our community. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 
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Mother’s Union  

On Thursday the 8th August we 
had our service in memory of our 
founder, Mary Sumner, held in the 
side chapel of Crudwell church.   
We began the meeting with a 
gathering over coffee and it was 
very good to have one of our 
Diocesan members, Rev. Shirley 
Danby with us and also Susan 
Harvey one of our Diocesan 
members from Sherston – so 
welcome to have the occasional 
member from Sherston at our 
meetings. Our Mary Sumner 
service was taken by Sarah Wyman 
remembering our founder and the 
work of the Mothers’ Union 
members both home and very 
many overseas in other parts of the 
world. 

Our next meeting will be at an 
unusual date but the usual time.   
This will be our Prayer meeting 
when we remember our diocesan 
links overseas and will be held on 
Monday (not a Thursday) the 9th 
September and will be with Jane 
Gibbs at  The Willow Tree, Crudwell 
at 10.30 a.m. and we remember 
and pray for the dioceses of Pacong 
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in Sudan, Southern Nyanza in 
Kenya, Kutigi and Ijesha North in 
Nigeria, and Karnataka Central in 
South India. This shows how widely 
the Mothers’ Union is spread and 
we hope that the members in 
these dioceses are remembering 
us also. I hope that we shall all be 
there to remember them. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

OAKSEY VILLAGE AUTUMN 
FESTIVAL 

CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW 

OAKSEY VILLAGE HALL 1pm – 
4pm 

Event schedules and entry forms 
are available at the village shop 

To include a ‘Bake Off’ challenge 

Enter our 3 baking challenges and 
win a ‘Bake Off’ apron & £5 

Refreshments will be available 

*Raffle*Children’s 
Toys*Clothes*Tombola* 

For those viewing the scarecrows 
on Sunday there will be a selection 
of refreshments available in the 
village hall from 1pm 

 

Oaksey WI  

Our July meeting was an afternoon 
trip to Denman College near 
Abingdon. It was a beautifully 
warm sunny day and after a tour of 
the house and educational facilities 
members were treated to a 
delicious afternoon tea with 
prosecco.  

Members have also been to a 
bowls taster afternoon in 
Gloucester and a croquet 
afternoon in Cheltenham. Both 
were thoroughly enjoyed by all 
who attended. 

In August we held our garden 
meeting in Jo’s beautiful, large 
country garden. It was a hot, sunny 
day and we enjoyed playing garden 
croquet, wandering around the 
garden, chatting and eating a 
delicious afternoon tea. The 
competition for the most attractive 
posy was won by Jenny – the prize 
being one of Jean and Colin’s large 
home-grown cucumbers!!!  

To raise funds for Macmillan 
Cancer Support we are taking part 
in the World’s Biggest Coffee/Tea 
Event which is Macmillan’s biggest 
fundraising event. People all over 
the UK host their own events and 
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donations on the day are made to 
Macmillan. 

Our pop-up tea and coffee shop 
will be taking place on Friday 27th 
September (the same weekend as 
the produce show and scarecrow 
trail) 2-4pm in The Rest at Oaksey 
Village Hall. Do come along and 
enjoy the refreshments and WI 
delicious cakes and raise funds for 
this very worthy cause. 

Our next meeting on 12th 
September at 7.15pm in Oaksey 
Village Hall is a talk entitled “For 
better or worse.’ The impact of war 
on women –by John Dixon. Visitors 
£4 to include refreshments. 

The conversion of the telephone 
box into an information centre and 
book-swap is now complete! See 
separate entry. 

You will see that the WI has a lot to 
offer women of all ages. We 
welcome new members – do come 
along. 

Jean Bennett 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com 

 

 

 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

Our summer 
meetings have 
taken the form of demonstrations, 
with Rosemary Kerr providing an 
‘Oriental Takeaway’ in July, and 
Anna Steven taking us on her 
‘Flights of Fancy’ in August. 
Rosemary, a local demonstrator 
from Marshfield Flower Club, led 
us through her journey around 
Japan, giving us a taste of the 
culture she experienced, 
interpreted in flower form.  

Future events: 

18 September - Annual General 
Meeting, marking the end of one 

Oaksey WI invite you to a  
Pop-up Coffee and Tea Shop  
Friday 27th September  
2.00-4.00pm 
Oaksey Village Hall  
 
Tea, coffee, and soft drinks. 
Delicious W I home made cakes!! 
 
In aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support 
All welcom e! 
 
Come along anytime during the 
afternoon or before and after 
picking up the children from 
school. 
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year and the exciting start of a new 
one, so a good time to join us if 
you’ve been thinking about doing 
so. This will be followed   by a talk 
on ‘Designing Gardens’ by Barry 
Holman, who has restored and 
created many gardens for large 
country houses and hotels 
including Whatley Manor. 

5 October - A Floral Art Workshop 
(free-standing design) by Pam 
Lewis at Oaksey Village Hall 

16 October - Demonstration by 
Cath Brown, ‘50 Shades of Colour’. 

20 November - Demonstration by 
Andrew Baker, ‘Ideas for 
Christmas’. 

The Club has a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
throughout the year, including 
Demonstrations, Workshops and 
Outings. For more information 
please visit our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club. Our new programme for 
2020 will be published following 
our AGM in September. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a friendly, 
thriving and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
the area. Visitors and potential 

new members are guaranteed a 
warm welcome at our regular 
meetings, with refreshments and 
friendly chat at the end of the 
evening, so do come along if you’re 
interested. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Friday Club 

6 September 

Fishermans 
Friends 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm.If any members wish to bring 
a guest then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person. 

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

The annual Friday Club 
membership will be due on Friday 
6th September 

Judith Hiscock 
jahiscock@hotmail.co.uk 

01285 770301 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all 
that I am around for general help 
and support on a wide variety of 
issues including transport, mobility 
and safety around the home and 
reducing the feeling of loneliness. 

 Give me a call on 07557 922020 
and leave a message.  I will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

 
 

Swindon Half Marathon 

Neil Cook is taking part in the 
Swindon Half Marathon on Sunday 
22nd September in aid of Prostate 
Cancer if you would like to support 
him please click on the link 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
Neil-Cook13-1 

I would be very grateful if you 
could give as much as you can to 
sponsor me in helping Prostate 
Cancer UK to make this too 
common disease part of our 
history and not our future. 

I will be running for my family and 
friends who have been touched by 
Prostate Cancer, especially those 
close to me we have lost and those 
that treatment is continuing to 
keep close.  

Neil Cook 
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Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

Please note membership renewals 
will be due at the end of 
September and the renewal 
notices will be coming direct from 
the national office agency. 
Basically, the organization would 
like all payments to be made by 
direct debit and not through the 
branch.  

2021 it will be the 100th 
anniversary and it is hoped that 
through special efforts nationally a 
replacement new buggy to be used 
at the National Memorial 
Arboretum can be presented. The 
cost is around £20,000 per buggy. 
Members are being asked to save 
5ps/20ps in empty ‘Steradent’ 
tubes and in turn donate to the 
appeal.  

NEWS that currently the Poppy 
factory is trialling a Biodegradable 
Poppy and wreath and it is hoped 
to roll this out if not this year then 
next year. Watch this space.  

The Annual Poppy Appeal for 
2018/19 has smashed all records 
and is past the 50million mark. 

 If you would like to join us and 
become a member or just have a 

chat about the work of the 
women’s section within the RBL 
contact Pat 770385 
chairman/secretary.  

 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

 
Cirencester Eating Disorder 
self-help support group working 
in partnership with National BEAT.  
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Waitrose kindly raised in the 
community giving box in July £280 
for the group. A regular donation 
to the group has been set up by a 
local doctor thankful for the service 
of support to his daughter. Penny 
Junor the patron and myself will be 
giving a presentation to a group in 
September.  

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 4th September at 
7.30pm in St. Peters Lounge, St. 
Peters Court Cirencester. Sufferers 
and carers are given a friendly and 
warm welcome.  

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

 
 

Malmesbury 
Concert Band 

The 
Malmesbury 
Concert Band 
will be 
performing its 
12th annual Musical Extravaganza 
in Malmesbury Abbey at 7:30pm 
on Saturday 12th October 2019.  It 
is a momentous occasion for the 
Band as, this year, it celebrates its 
160th Anniversary, having been 
formed in 1859.  As usual the 

Extravaganza will include a great 
selection of popular, classical, big-
band, jazz and original music.  This 
year, there is the opportunity for 
audience participation too, with 
the finale including ‘Land of Hope 
and Glory’ and in the ‘1812 
Overture’!  We also have guest 
spots from our musical friends 
Salon Baroque and the 
Malmesbury Abbey Choir, so there 
really will be something to suit all 
musical tastes.  Tickets are 
available at the door or through 
www.malmesburyconcertband.org
.uk at £10; £8 (for students and 
pensioners); and £3 (for 
accompanied children under 12).  
For further information contact 
Tony Fleming (01666 575229) 

 
 

  

Services 

There will be 2 Benefice Holy 
Communion services this month as 
follows: 

Sunday, 8th September at Oaksey 
@ 10am. 
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Sunday, 29th September at Ashley 
@ 10am.  

Dates for your Diary 

Nativity service - Sunday, 15th 
December @ 11am. 

Carols by Candlelight service - 
Saturday, 21st December @ 5pm. 

Christmas Day service - 
Wednesday, 25th December @ 
11am.  

Harvest Festival Service 

Our Harvest Festival service will, 
this year, take place on Sunday, 
20th October at 11am. 

As in previous years, some of the 
produce brought to the Church will 
be donated to the Doorway charity 
which is a drop-in Centre for 
homeless people in Chippenham 
and the surrounding area. 
Additionally, if you feel that there 
are any Oaksey residents who 
might appreciate some produce, 
there will be a box in the Village 
shop for you to nominate them. 

Ride & Stride Event 

The annual Ride & Stride Event will 
be on Saturday, 14th September 
between 10am and 5pm. 

This is a nationally sponsored 
event, organised locally by County 
Historic Churches Trusts. Wiltshire 
Ride & Stride has been going since 
1984 and has raised well over £1 
million for the county’s Churches. 
50% of the money raised goes to 
the participant’s chosen Church 
and the other half to the County 
Historic Churches Trust. 

Participants may be cyclists, 
walkers, horse-riders or drivers of 
mobility scooters. 

All denominations are welcome. 

Plan your own route and visit as 
many Churches as you like. 

If you are interested in taking part 
in the event, please contact Kevin 
McKennna on 01666 577279 or 
email: khrd84@sky.com 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 18th September at 
1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 
per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 
11th September if you are planning 
to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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