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Parish Council 

The Parish Council held an extra 
meeting in August to consider a 
number of planning applications 
for extensions and we also 
commented on a number of 
applications to fell some trees in 
the September meeting. It is 
important that applications are 
considered in a timeous manner so 
that applicants have time to seek 
informal advice, if wanted, from 
members of the Council or in fact 
Wiltshire planners before an 
application is made.  

Our trees always require 
maintenance and it’s important 
that those in the conservation area 
receive planning permission if 
significant pruning or felling is 
considered. It’s worth 
remembering that our 
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to 
‘conserve and enhance the 
integrity of gardens and open 
spaces’ and also ‘encourage the 

planting of fruit trees and other 
appropriately sized native trees 
and shrubs, while discouraging 
non-native trees such as conifers’. 

I hope everybody is ready for the 
impending road closure outside 
the shop. As of today I haven’t 
been informed of the exact 
timings. We will buzz you when 
details are known. It’s important to 
register for our buzz if you haven’t 
already done so, so that we can 
keep you up to date with 
information. Click on our site to 
register:  oakseyvillage.org 

The Council also discussed the 
ongoing problem of motorists 
exceeding our 20mph zone limit in 
the Village. The raised junction will 
help outside the shop but many 
motorists- local and passing 
through- still have complete 
disregard for Villager’s safety by 
speeding and we hope that when 
all locals at least respect the limit 
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then the position will improve 
significantly. 

The Council has funded the 
materials for the phone box 
refurbishment which has been 
carefully and expertly undertaken 
by our WI. We’re all grateful for 
such efforts and I hope that you 
will find a reason to pop in and 
perhaps swap a book or find some 
information.  

Please remember the very popular 
harvest supper on October 12th 
and it will be great to get as many 
Villagers and friends together for 
another successful community 
evening. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
After a lovely summer break, we 
came back to school welcoming 17 
new Reception children and their 
families and also Mrs Marett, 
Teaching Assistant in Class1, who 
has returned following her 
maternity leave. Miss Waldron and 
Mrs Ayliffe will be working in the 

Reception Class and we will have 
92 children in the school. 

At our end of term service in July, 
we said goodbye to the Year 6 
children and look forward to 
hearing their news when they 
come back to see us. However, it 
was lovely to see all the children 
again, full of their news and excited 
to be in their new year groups. We 
have been preparing to take the 
Year 4, 5 and 6 children away on 
residential to Aberdare in South 
Wales in the last week in 
September, whilst the rest of the 
school will have a creative learning 
week based on ‘Trees’, including a 
visit to Westonbirt and a visiting 
tree surgeon who will talk about 
his work. 

We are very grateful to Jonathan 
Goodfield who has built our small 
wall and window in the reflective 
garden at the front of the school. 
He has done an excellent job and 
we are very lucky to have such 
support – thank you Jonathan. Our 
reflective garden is based on a 
‘Window, Mirror and Door’ that we 
use in our worship as an aid to help 
us think about our school values. 
The children are encouraged to 
look out of the window to see 
examples of other people using a 
value, eg respect, well. They then 
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look in the mirror to reflect on 
when they have used the value 
well themselves. The last step is to 
think about going through the door 
and thinking of how they can show 
the value of respect in their actions 
in the wider world. 

If you look in our garden you will 
see a window (in the newly built 
wall), the mirror and the door – 
which is the gate leading towards 
the church. It has taken a while to 
get our outdoor reflective area 
complete, but we hope you will 
agree it is a lovely space? 

If anyone has mislaid a red handled 
slightly curved pruning knife, 
please contact the school – 01666 
577221. It was found in the school 
grounds and we would like to 
return it to its owner. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We held our Wave of Prayer 
morning on Monday the 9th 
September at the Willow Tree 
when we remember our projects in 

the Bristol Diocese as well as our 
linked Dioceses in Africa and India 
– which reminds us we are a huge 
organisation worldwide and not 
just small groups in parishes in this 
country. A few members from 
Malmesbury go down to the 
Cathedral as “welcomers” to the 
many visitors from overseas as well 
as locally who call to see the 
cathedral. The welcomers greet 
incomers and hand them sheets of 
information in many of the 
languages of the touring visitors, 
not only European but also from 
India, China and Japan and America 
and Russia and are delighted to 
have something in their own 
languages. We also pray for our 
linked overseas Mothers Union 
dioceses, Pacong in South Sudan, 
Southern Nyanza in Kenya, Kutigi 
and Ijesha North in Nigeria, and 
Karnataka Central in South India.   
Disappointingly we don’t hear back 
from them that often but we keep 
sending our greetings and hope 
they are glad to have our good 
wishes. 

Our next meeting is on 10th 
October at 10.30 a.m. and will be a 
coffee morning at The Close, Upper 
Minety when we are raising funds 
for our projects in this diocese – 
hope you will all come. 
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Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our September meeting was an 
interesting and informative 
historical talk on: The Impact of 
War on Women given by John 
Dixon. Helen gave the vote of 
thanks and Nancy and Mary 
provided delicious refreshments. 

As I write this we are looking 
forward to “Oaksey at its best” 
next weekend with all the events 
planned. We would like to thank 
those who came to our pop-up 
coffee/tea afternoon and for their 
support for such a worthy charity- 
Macmillan Cancer. We also hope 
that our entry, a bookmark 
designed for our W.l by Liz K, did 
well in the craft show! 

October is a busy month for Oaksey 
W.l as we look forward to the 
following events:- Thursday 
10thOctober at 7.15pm Autumn 
Flower Arranging- a practical 
session. Thursday 17th October at 
2.30pm a trip to the Barn Theatre 
in Cirencester to see “Daddy Long 
Legs”. 10-13th October the 

Centenary Exhibition in Gloucester 
Cathedral. Saturday 12th October 
Jenny and Liz F are representing 
our W.l. at a special Centenary 
Service to be held at Gloucester 
Cathedral. The Oaksey Harvest 
Supper is also that evening as is 
Tony Flemings Musical 
Extravaganza in Malmesbury 
Abbey. A very busy day! Why do 
things always seem to clash! 

Next month sees our AGM and 
lunch at 12.00 in the Rest on 
Thursday 14th November. As 
always visitors and new members 
are always very welcome. 

Jenny Moody- President 
 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

Our August 
meeting saw 
demonstrator Anna Steven taking 
us on her ‘Flights of Fancy’ to a 
variety of exotic and imagined 
destinations which were creatively 
interpreted through unusual yet 
beautiful designs, utilising 
colourful flowers and foliage. 

The AGM, held in September, 
marked the end of summer and the 
end of our year, but also the launch 
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of our new programme and an 
exciting new year to come. Now is 
a good time to join us if you’ve 
been considering doing so.  

Coming soon:  

5 October - A Floral Art Workshop 
by Pam Lewis at Oaksey Village 
Hall.  

Something a bit different - produce 
a free-standing design utilising 
insulation board but no oasis. 

16 October - Demonstration by 
Cath Brown, ‘50 Shades of Colour’. 

20 November - Demonstration by 
Andrew Baker, ‘Ideas for 
Christmas’ 

18 December - Workshop (make a 
Christmas arrangement), with 
bring and share supper. 

The Club has a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
throughout the year, including 
Demonstrations, Workshops and 
Outings. For more information 
please visit our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club. Our new programme for 
2020 will be published shortly. 

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a friendly, 

thriving and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
the area. Visitors and potential 
new members are guaranteed a 
warm welcome at our regular 
meetings, with refreshments 
provided at the end of the evening, 
so do come along if you’re 
interested. 

For more information please 
contact Liz. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Hankerton 
Velo 

As a regular 
cyclist it is 
apparent, we 
have more 
cyclists in the area than I realized. 
In addition, there are people who 
would like to try cycling but don’t 
feel joining a local club is for them 
but may be interested in a social 
ride locally. 

If this interests you, Hankerton 
Velo are arranging Wednesday 
morning social rides from the 
village, which include a café stop. 
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Don’t worry if you have not ridden 
before, or for some time, the aim 
of the ride is to provide a 
supportive environment to get into 
cycling and the health benefits it 
brings. You don’t need to have the 
latest bike or kit, and I would be 
happy to help if people need some 
help getting their bikes ready for 
the rides. The idea would be to 
tailor the rides to those who sign 
up. 

If you are interested, then drop me 
a line at geoff@hankertonvelo.uk.  
If you are an existing cyclist, then 
give some idea of level to help co-
ordinate things. Alternatively go to 
the Hankerton website here 
(https://hankertongroups.wordpre
ss.com/hankerton-velo/) to see 
more about the club.  

If this does not appeal you may be 
interested in the routes page here 
(https://hankertongroups.wordpre
ss.com/hankerton-velo-routes-
page/), that enables Strava users 
to download routes which include 
a range of the café ride routes as 
well as some more challenging 
rides. People are welcome to use 
these. 

Geoff Preston 
 
 

Friday Club 

4th October 

Can You Ever 
Forgive Me? 

Doors open at 7.30 pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm. If any members wish to bring 
a guest then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person. 

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. Please call Judith 
on 01285 770301 to book  

The annual Friday Club 
membership is now due. 

If you would like to become a 
member contact Judith for more 
info  

Judith Hiscock 
jahiscock@hotmail.co.uk 

01285 770301 
 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

Surviving Winter 

I understand that the summer may 
not have lived up to its name this 
year, but we are now facing the 
winter season, like it or not!  
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Winter is a tough time and keeping 
warm is essential to help maintain 
good health.  Every year 300 
people in Wiltshire die of cold or 
cold related illnesses and hundreds 
more struggle to keep warm.  With 
this in mind, Wiltshire Community 
Foundation organise a scheme 
called Surviving Winter.  They 
basically re-distribute donations 
and “unwanted” winter fuel 
payments which are given as part 
of the State Pension Scheme to 
those in need.  It is a scheme which 
last year helped over 30 
households in the Malmesbury 
area alone to keep warm over the 
colder months.   

How can you help? 

The scheme relies on donations 
from individuals into the fund.  If 
you feel it is something which you 
would like to do, please get in 
touch with me or the Foundation 
on 01380 729284 or check the 
website www.wiltshirecf.org.uk.  If 
you are a taxpayer, your donation 
will also add Gift Aid to the 
donation which boosts the value 
which the Foundation can disperse 
at no cost to yourself!  You could be 
saving a life this winter! 

Are you worried about the cost of 
keeping warm this winter? 

Could you benefit from a grant 
from this scheme?  As I write this, 
the criteria for applications have 
not been confirmed, but if you are 
in receipt of Universal Credit or 
Pension Credit and have a disability 
which you receive PIP, Disability 
Living Allowance or Attendance 
Allowance, get in touch with me so 
that we can check if you may be 
entitled to apply for a grant.  The 
process is very simple, and I will do 
the forms with you. 

Quote from one recipient “The 
grant really helped me as it was my 
first winter on one income 
following the death of my husband 
and I was worried about bills and 
staying warm” 

Please do get in touch if you feel 
you can help or if you need help.  
Remember, all conversations are in 
confidence. 

As ever, I am around for general 
help and support on a wide variety 
of issues including transport, 
mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness. Give me a call on 07557 
922020 and leave a message.  I will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 
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Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

Please note membership renewals 
are due at the end of September. 
Renewal notices should have been 
received from the national office 
agency. Any problems please chat 
to either me or our treasurer Pat 
Ferris 770756. Basically, the 
organization would like all 
payments to be made by direct 
debit and not through the branch. 

For your diary our next meeting 
will be held in Kemble village hall 
on Thursday November 14th at 
2.30pm when Lady Emma Crofton 
will tell us why she has connections 
with St. George’s Church in Ypres 
and on screen show us her amazing 
display of poppies which she 
arranged to decorate this church 
last year.  We shall welcome 
visitors too from the 
Gloucestershire branch of The 
Royal Society of St. George. All 
welcome to come along.  

The annual County Conference for 
Gloucestershire RBLWS takes place 
on Saturday the 26th October in St. 
Joseph’s Stonehouse at 1pm. 

It’s Poppy Time 

You are warmly invited to the 
Kemble Community Coffee 
morning 10am-11.30am on 
Monday 21st October. Enjoy a hot 
drink, bacon butties, cake/biscuits, 
raffle, books and cake /produce 
stall. Donations/contributions very 
welcome please. 

In aid of 2019 poppy appeal.  

The collecting ‘house to house’ will 
begin on 26th October and once 
again I am extremely grateful to all 
those who volunteer in this area 
i.e. (Kemble and Ewen/Somerford 
Keynes/Poole 
Keynes/Oaksey/Ashley/Rodmarto
n/Trull/Tarlton/Coates and the 
local pubs, shops, schools and 
businesses.) 

 

Remember 
All Gave Some, Some Gave All 

 

If you would like to join us and 
become a member or just have a 
chat about the work of the 
women’s section within the RBL 
contact Pat 770385 
chairman/secretary and Poppy 
Area Organiser.  
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Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

 

 
Cirencester Eating Disorder 
self-help support group working 
in partnership with National BEAT.  

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 2nd October at 
7.30pm in St. Peters Lounge, St. 
Peters Court Cirencester. Sufferers 
and carers are given a friendly and 
warm welcome.  

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

 
 

  

Services 

In addition to the services at 
Oaksey in October, there will be a 
Group Holy Communion service at 
Charlton on Sunday, 13th October 
@ 10am. 

Harvest Festival Service 

Our Harvest Festival service will 
take place on Sunday, 20th 
October at 11am. 

As in previous years, some of the 
produce brought to the Church will 
be donated to the Doorway charity 
which is a drop-in Centre for 
homeless people in Chippenham 
and the surrounding area. 
Additionally, if you feel that there 
are any Oaksey residents who 
might appreciate some produce, 
there will be a box in the Village 
shop for you to nominate them. 
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Oaksey Christmas services - dates 
for your Diary 

Nativity service - Sunday, 15th 
December @ 11am. 

Carols by Candlelight service - 
Saturday, 21st December @ 5pm. 

Christmas Day service - 
Wednesday, 25th December @ 
11am.  

Church Gates 

There have been several instances 
recently of children climbing the 
Church gates, notably the one by 
the Noticeboard. The PCC would 
like to politely ask that you do not 
allow your children to do this as it 

is already causing damage to the 
gates which were installed at a 
considerable cost. Your co-
operation would be welcomed and 
appreciated. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 16th October at 1pm 
in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 per 
head. Unless you are known as a 
‘regular’, please let Helen 
McKenna (577279) know by 
Wednesday, 9th October if you are 
planning to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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