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Parish Council 

999. 

This is a very important news item 
which we will also circulate via 
BUZZ. 

As a result of a recent incident in 
the Village I became aware that the 
999 operator did not give the 
defibrillator information to the 
caller. As a result, the family could 
not get the defibrillator out of its 
box. Fortunately, this does not 
seem to have caused harm in what 
must have been a very stressful 
and traumatic time. It is though a 
warning for Oaksey. 

I have been in touch with South 
West Ambulances about this and 
I’ve now heard back. They have 
quite rightly a strict code about 
information when a 999 call is 
made.  Currently, if the post code 
you give is more than 200m from 
the school then the defibrillator 
information does not appear for 

the operator to use. I won’t go into 
their rather bizarre reasoning for 
this. In our village most homes are 
further away than this and 
therefore we have a real problem 
with making sure you know how to 
access the defibrillator in an 
emergency.  

The triage operation which starts 
when 999 is rung will help to give 
advice about immediate action. 
The ultimate decision about 
fetching the defibrillator should I 
believe rest with the caller(s) who 
will have to go to the School. The 
code will be needed to access the 
cabinet and therefore I have given 
it below. Once accessed closely 
follow the audible instructions 
from the equipment. Please hold 
this code in a safe and accessible 
place. 

CODE:  C123X 

If the defibrillator is used, then it is 
vital that the School or any 
member of the Parish Council is 
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told so that we can organise its safe 
return. 

I have also included below a list of 
those in the Village who most 
recently completed the Red Cross 
life support course. 

If ever needed I hope that this 
information will prove to be useful 
and possibly even life-saving. 

On a more routine note you will 
have seen from recent buzzes and 
the signs that have gone up that 
the Highways contractors plan to 
start the shop junction work at the 
beginning of November. The dates 
when it is planned to fully close the 
junction to traffic have/will be 
notified but these have been 
changing and I think it’s best to 
keep a close eye on your buzz to 
get the most up to date 
information. The whole project 
may take until December but that 
is weather dependent as well. 

Finally, the Parish Council 
discussed the number of heavy 
HGV triple-axle vehicles that are 
short cutting through the Village. 
There is a 17 Ton limit which these 
loaded vehicles break. If you see 
one then please note the number if 
possible and time and Company. 
Contact the Company and if it 
happens again please let me know 

and I will send further reports to 
our PCSO who is already handling a 
number of cases. Only our vigilance 
can stop this. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 

 

 
The weather changed on the day 
we set off for our Residential week, 
at the end of September and whilst 
we were away, it rained every day! 
It is what we expect in South Wales 
but fortunately the temperature 
remained warm, so despite 
needing to wear waterproofs each 
day we managed to complete all, 

ADVERT 
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but two of our planned activities. 
The children showed remarkable 
resilience, despite occasions of wet 
socks and walking boots and the 
test of who had waterproof coats 
or not and it just became accepted 
it would rain at some point in the 
day. 

We had a dry morning whilst we 
were fossil hunting and rock 
pooling on Southerndown Beach, 
but a heavy storm meant we had to 
shelter, under a wall, whilst on the 
walk to Ogmore-by-Sea. We ate 
our lunch on the beach as more 
storms threatened, but clearer 
weather took over as we walked up 
the estuary to Ogmore. 
Unfortunately, the recent rain and 
high tide meant we could not walk 
across the stepping stones as they 
were completely submerged!  

The Rhonda Heritage Centre was 
very good, and we all enjoyed the 
trip ‘down the mine’ led by retired 
mine workers, as well as being coal 
scientists. We decided to come 
straight home on the last Friday, so 
missed our visit to Caerleon as it 
was such a gusty and stormy 
morning. 

The younger children enjoyed a 
‘Tree-tastic’ week learning about 
the role of trees in our everyday 
lives. They visited Westonbirt, 

learnt about the work of a tree 
surgeon, when Jamie Cox visited, 
using trees in the school grounds as 
well as cooking food using tree 
fruits. They learnt many new things 
and thank you to those parents, 
staff and supporters who helped in 
many ways that week for all our 
children. 

Our new Reception children will 
have welcomed their past pre-
school leaders into school so that 
they can see how much the 
children have developed since they 
last saw them in July. We have also 
held our Harvest Service in church 
and the children brought many 
gifts to be donated to the Doorway 
Project in Chippenham.  

Please could I remind parents to be 
aware of where their older children 
in the Village are, particularly at 
weekends. We have had a number 
of minor breakages and misuse of 
equipment in the school grounds in 
the last few weeks, which takes 
time for staff to clear up on a 
Monday. The children should not 
be in any area of the school 
grounds (out of school hours) and 
we welcome parent’s support in 
monitoring where their children 
are playing. 

It seems hard to believe that our 
October holiday is almost with us 
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and we are already thinking about 
Christmas! The school Christmas 
Bazaar is Friday 29th November in 
the School Hall, 5.30 – 7.00pm and 
everyone is very welcome. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 

Mother’s Union  

We held our October meeting on 
Thursday 10th October at The 
Close, Minety which was a coffee 
morning and bring-and-buy in aid 
of our Diocesan projects. Sadly, not 
many of us came but we had a 
pleasant morning enjoying our 
coffee and company and made 
some money for our projects. We 
also had time to discuss plans to 
attend the Diocesan Council 
Meeting the following weekend 
when we shall be manning the 
sales stall and I have to make a 
report on our overseas links. We 
have received welcome photos of 
members of our link at the Diocese 
of Pacong in South Sudan which I 
shall enjoy showing to members at 
the Council meeting. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 
14th November at 10.30am at 5 

Lacemakers Road in Malmesbury 
when Christine Senior will tell us 
about life in the WRNS. We shall all 
enjoy this and hope to see you 
there. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Oaksey WI  

Our October meeting was an 
autumn flower arranging 
demonstration followed by a 
practical session by members. 
Three members of the North 
Wiltshire flower club helped us to 
produce some lovely artistic 
arrangements with flowers and 
greenery from our gardens and 
colourful blooms. It was a very 
relaxing yet productive evening. 
(Liz acted as President as Jenny has 
been unwell recently.) 

Good wishes were sent to several 
members who for one reason or 
another were unable to attend this 
meeting. 

Our recent Macmillan tea and 
coffee afternoon was very well 
supported and enjoyed by all and 
we raised £220 for Macmillan 
Support. Two fun competitions 
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held on the day were won by 
Jasper and Miriam Nicholls. Many 
thanks to those who came along to 
make it such a successful event. On 
the same weekend several 
members displayed scarecrows for 
the trail and also entered items in 
the produce show in which Oaksey 
WI won 1st prize with its 
bookmark! 

Two members (Liz and Margaret) 
represented Oaksey WI at a 
Thanksgiving Service in Gloucester 
Cathedral on Saturday 12th 
October to celebrate the centenary 
of the Gloucestershire Federation. 
It was a very memorable and 
uplifting service and in the cloisters 
there were some amazing displays 
from WIs around the county show-
casing what the WI can offer 
today’s women. 

A theatre outing took place on 17th 
October to The Barn Theatre to see 
Daddy Long Legs. The performance 
had only 2 actors and 3 musicians, 
but they were first class. The 
musical was based on the story of 
Jerusha Abbot, an orphan in turn-
of-the-century New England and 
her relationship with a mysterious 
benefactor who agreed to send her 
to college. It was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all and for many 

members it was a first at the Barn 
Theatre! 

Our next meeting on Thursday 
14th November will be our AGM. 
This will start at 12noon and will be 
followed by lunch. 

The Christmas Lunch on 12th 
December will be at the 
Wheatsheaf Pub at 1pm.  This will 
be a two-course meal and names of 
those interested to be given at the 
AGM. 

We are hosting the Group 
Centenary Carol Service on 10th 
December at Oaksey Church at 
2pm. 

You will see that the WI has a lot to 
offer women of all ages. We 
welcome new members – do come 
along. 

Secretary Jean Bennett – 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com. 

 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

We held our 
Annual General 
Meeting in September, marking 
the end of another successful year, 
with both our finances and 
membership in good shape. Once 
club business was concluded we 
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were pleased to welcome Barry 
Holman for a talk on ‘Designing 
Gardens’. This evolved into our 
own ‘Gardener’s Question Time’, 
as Barry enthusiastically answered 
a wide range of horticultural 
related questions from the 
audience. 

In early October we held a 
Saturday ‘Floral Art Workshop’ at 
Oaksey Village Hall, tutored by 
National Demonstrator Pam Lewis. 
Participants used their imagination 
and flair to create a wide variety of 
original designs utilising a column 
of insulation board covered in 
assorted materials (leaves, wool, 
fabric, bark, raffia etc.) then 
decorated with other 
complementary and contrasting 
materials highlighted with flowers. 
It was a very enjoyable day and 
resulted in some superb creations 
to take home. 

Coming soon: 

20 November - Demonstration by 
Andrew Baker, ‘Ideas for 
Christmas’. ‘Best Bloom’ 
Competition. 

18 December - Workshop to make 
a Christmas arrangement (possibly 
based on ideas from the 
demonstration above) whilst 

enjoying a shared supper and 
seasonal refreshments. 

Our new programme for 2020 has 
now been published with 
interesting and varied events 
throughout the year, including 
Demonstrations, Workshops, Talks 
and Visits. For more information 
please visit our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club.  

Flower Club meetings usually take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall, on 
the third Wednesday of the month, 
7pm for 7.30pm. We are a friendly, 
thriving and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
the area. Visitors and potential 
new members are guaranteed a 
warm welcome at our regular 
meetings, with refreshments 
provided at the end of the evening, 
so do come along if you’re 
interested. 

For more information please 
contact Liz. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
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Friday Club 

1st November 

The Old Man and 
the Gun  

Doors open at 7.30pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm. If members wish to bring a 
guest, then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person.  

Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited.  

Judith Hiscock 
01285 770301 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Hello!  November already – where 
has the year gone?  With winter 
clearly on the horizon, our 
thoughts turn to colder weather 
and how to keep warm.  Many 
health problems are triggered or 
worsened by cold weather:  dry 
skin and cold hands and feet are 
annoying; aching joints, colds and 
sore throats are almost expected, 
but serious, life threatening 
conditions such as asthma, 
norovirus and heart attacks are 
also exacerbated by the cold 
weather.  The advice, of course, is 

to wrap up warmly and keep the 
heating going at home, which can 
be expensive.  There is much that 
can be done to help with the costs 
of heating – switching supplier for 
electricity and gas or joining an oil 
purchasing consortium.  
Prevention is better than cure, so 
could your home use better 
insulation?   

For those who are in receipt of 
means tested benefits (Pension 
Credit, Universal Credit etc) and 
also suffer ill health and receive 
DLA, PIP or Attendance Allowance 
benefits, the Surviving Winter 
grants may be available for you.  
Please get in touch if I can help with 
any of the above. 

As ever, I am around for general 
help and support on a wide variety 
of issues including transport, 
mobility and safety around the 
home and reducing the feeling of 
loneliness. 

Ellen Blacker07557 922020 
 

Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

The Standards of both the branch 
and the women’s section will be on 
parade at the Cirencester Band 
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Remembrance concert on Saturday 
the 9th November. 

Monday 11.11.11. (National 2 
minutes silence) 

Our next meeting will be held in 
Kemble village hall on Thursday 
November 14th at 2.30pm when 
Lady Emma Crofton will tell us why 
she has connections with St. 
George’s Church in Ypres and on 
screen show us her amazing 
display of poppies which she 
arranged to decorate this church 
last year.  We shall welcome 
visitors too from the 
Gloucestershire branch of The 
Royal Society of St. George. All 
welcome to come along.  

Pat Ayres 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
self-help support group working 
in partnership with National BEAT. 

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 6th November at 
7.30pm in St. Peters Lounge, St. 
Peters Court Cirencester. Sufferers 
and carers are given a friendly and 
warm welcome.  

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 

New Yoga class comes to 
Oaksey 

A new all-abilities yoga class comes 
to Oaksey Village Hall this 
November. 

Oaksey resident Jess Thomas 
introduces a new Vinyasa Flow 
class on a Friday morning at 
9.15am from 8th November. 

Vinyasa Flow is a style of yoga 
characterised by linking movement 
with breath. 
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Yoga is a centuries old practice 
known for its physical and mental 
benefits, from optimising strength, 
suppleness and recovery from 
injury through to aiding positive 
mental health using elements of 
mindfulness and meditation.  

The first class begins on Friday 8th 
November at the Village Hall. 

Jess Thomas 
07727 688791 

jessthomasyoga@gmail.com 
 

Services 

The Remembrance Day service will 
be held at Oaksey on Sunday, 10th 
November at 10:50am. 

Sunday School will be held on 
Sunday, 17th November at 
10:30am for all children aged 3 
years and upwards, followed by 
the Family service at 11am. All are 
very welcome to attend. 

Oaksey Christmas services - dates 
for your Diary 

Nativity service - Sunday, 15th 
December at 11am. 

Carols by Candlelight service - 
Saturday, 21st December at 5pm. 

Christmas Day service – 
Wednesday, 25th December at 
11am.  

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

Autumn has definitely arrived. The 
trees are quickly changing colour 
and there is more than a nip in the 
air first thing in the morning. 
Yesterday I went for a walk through 
some woods and as I looked down, 
I saw that I was walking on a carpet 
of beautiful golden and red leaves. 
The wind was gently blowing and 
the leaves silently fell from the 
trees. As they fell, they left tiny 
scars on their branches, which in a 
few months’ time will be the very 
place from which tiny buds will 
grow. It struck me that though 
autumn can seem like the end of 
life, is in fact a sign of a new 
beginning. 

The cycle of nature never ceases to 
amaze me. It is an image that St. 
Paul used when writing to the 
people of Corinth about life and 
death. 

Loss is so hard to weather and 
many of us know how it saps our 
energy and leaves us feeling 
hopeless and defeated. Yet 
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perhaps the image from the 
natural world is a good one. For, as 
Christians we do not believe loss 
and death is final. We believe that 
Jesus came to defeat death, 
enabling each of us to share with 
him in the place he went to 
prepare for us. We also believe 
that through his spirit God can help 
us work through whatever losses 
we have experienced, finding new 
life after what seemed like an end. 

It is those facts we remember at 
the beginning of this month - All 
Souls Day on Sunday 3rd 
November at 5pm, at St John the 
Baptist Church, Charlton. It's a 
special service for anyone at all, 
who has known the pain of loss and 
allows us to remember with 
thanksgiving to God those whom 
we have known and loved and who 
have died. During this service, 
hymns will be sung, prayers will be 
said and space for silence given as 
we remember those who have 
died. Names of the departed will 
be read out and a candle lit in 
remembrance of those who have 
died. 

I invite you to get that date in your 
diary and come to share with 

others as we join in remembering 
the lives of loved ones and give our 
thanks to God. 

Blessings 
Tonya 

Manning the Church 

The PCC would like to extend their 
grateful thanks to all of you who 
gave up your time to Church sit 
over the past six months, during 
which time, many visitors have 
been greeted by you and have 
expressed their delight at their 
reception and the beauty and 
peacefulness of the Church. Your 
efforts are very much appreciated 
by the PCC. 

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 20th November at 
1pm in the Rest at a cost of £4.00 
per head. Unless you are known as 
a ‘regular’, please let Miriam 
(577689) know by Wednesday, 
13th November if you are planning 
to come. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
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