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Parish Council 

Well, we wait years for a couple of 
important Village projects to be 
started and then they both get 
going at once! 

As you will all know only too well 
the work has started on the shop 
junction and the resulting works 
are pretty inconvenient for 
everybody. They have tried to keep 
one route open, but after 
discovering the damaged drains 
they needed to dig up far more 
than planned. Hopefully they will 
be nearing the end by the time you 
read this.  

We’ve also had the fencing 
renewed around the playing field 
car park and a new gate installed. 
It’s safer and also looks much 
better. 

We have also been discussing the 
defibrillator issue, and after some 
feedback we have decided to move 
forward and purchase another 

defibrillator for the western end of 
the Village. We also discussed the 
position of our existing defibrillator 
to make sure it is fully visible and 
well lit. There are no plans to lock 
the cabinets with secret codes in 
the future as any delay in accessing 
could be very serious. I will keep 
the Village updated on this very 
important issue. 

The application by Oaksey Park to 
change the holiday let conditions 
to residential on 12 of their 
properties was approved at the 
North Wiltshire planning 
committee on 06.11.19. This 
happened despite the clear 
opposition of the Parish Council as 
specifically detailed in Oaksey’s 
Neighbourhood Plan which has 
been legally approved after a 
democratic referendum. Needless 
to say this outcome is very 
disappointing as Wiltshire’s 
planners obviously gave little 
weight to our local plan even 
though they had formally agreed 
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its policies. We were misled and 
now it looks as though no Parish 
can trust Wiltshire to defend their 
own plans. 

Finally, I am investigating the 
potential for a joint renewable 
energy scheme for the Village Hall, 
the School, and the Church. This 
would be a big long-term project 
and there are a series of large 
grants available for feasibility 
projects through to 
implementation. The intention is 
to make the scheme invisible to the 
eye. We will consult widely in the 
Village when we have a plan 
formed. We need to retain our 
beautiful buildings in as original a 
state as possible yet move forward 
to keep them warm with energy 
sources which are friendly to our 
environment. Quite a challenge 
but one this Village is well 
equipped to deal with. 

If anybody has professional 
expertise or genuine interest in this 
area and would like to help us then 
please let me know. Thanks.  

There will be a break now until the 
February newsletter. By then I’m 
hopeful we will have a new shop 
junction to encourage all drivers to 
respect the 20mph limit. In 
addition, can all drivers please 
respect the pedestrian and 

wheelchair space on the shop side. 
Hopefully you can, if needed, 
politely remind drivers of the 
importance of this space for our 
wheelchair users, kid’s buggies and 
all pedestrians.  

Though early can I wish you all a 
very peaceful and happy Xmas. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
Following on from the school 
article last month, sadly I have to 
report that someone has 
deliberately cut the rope on the 
school flagpole over the half term 
holiday. This is a great shame as 
the children really enjoy setting it 
up and working out why it is flying 
on certain days. Alongside this 
issue, there is litter and debris left 
in the school grounds over the 
weekends. Please can I ask all 
parents to ensure that they are 
aware of where their children are 
playing as they should not be 
entering the school grounds at all 
when school is closed? 
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On a more positive note, children 
from Year 3 to Year 6 have 
represented the school 
successfully at a Tops Activity 
Festival and will have competed in 
a cross country and netball festival, 
by the end of the term. The older 
children are also starting to 
prepare their gymnastic routines 
ready for a January competition. 

At this time of the year we are 
starting the exciting build up to 
Christmas! Songs, lines and dance 
routines are being learnt for the 
Christmas Performance at the 
beginning of December, craft 
preparations and music practices 
are going ahead for the Christmas 
Bazaar and we are starting to think 
about carols and readings for the 
Christmas Service in church on the 
last day of term. We would love to 
see anyone from the village at this 
service to celebrate with the 
children and parents on Friday 
20th December at 9.15am. 

In the mean time we wish everyone 
a very merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 

Mother’s Union  

We had our November meeting on 
Thursday 14th and were glad to be 
warm and comfortable with Pam 
Osborne in Lacemakers’ Road as it 
was a cold, wet day which started 
with a light fall of snow. Our 
speaker was Christine Senior who 
talked about Life in the WRNS and 
was most interesting and we could 
have gone on hearing about it and 
her experiences for longer. They 
also have a charity that helps ex-
WRNS in difficulties which was well 
worth knowing about and Christine 
can put people in touch. She 
herself had some interesting 
experiences and spent some time 
in Naples as well as different places 
round England – serving in the 
WRNS takes people who want to 
travel to a lot of places and do 
meet other people. 

We are now getting on to 
Christmas and our December 
meeting is Thursday the 12th at 
2.30 a.m. and we shall be with 
Margaret Godfrey at the Close, 
Upper Minety. We have been 
making plans for our programme 
next year and it looks like being 
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very busy – we hope that we shall 
not have enough snow to stop us in 
the new year. Our first meeting is 
our AGM at 10.30am on Thursday 
9th January which we shall 
probably hold a the Willow Tree, 
Crudwell.. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Thank You x 2 

Firstly, Ros & Catherine would like 
to thank all of you who took part in 
this year’s Oaksey Craft & Produce 
Show whether you entered 
exhibits for the Show or if you just 
turned up at the Village Hall to see 
the amazing and creative exhibits 
on display. We are certainly 
blessed with talented residents 
here in Oaksey. Once again, it was 
a lovely community event with lots 
of people taking part. A total of 
£230.00 was raised which has been 
donated to the Village Hall. 

Ros & Catherine 
 

Secondly, huge thanks from Dan & 
Jerry go to all the Scarecrow 
makers for making it another 
successful event with 33 entries 
this year. It was also great to see 
lots of people wandering around 

the village trying to decipher the 
clues. 

The winner of the £50.00 prize for 
unravelling the most number of 
clues was Nasim Desai of Minety 
Lane. 

The winner of the ‘People’s Choice’ 
went to the Battrick family of 
Woodfolds, The Green for their 
Mary Poppins scarecrow. They are 
now the new custodians of the 
inscribed Oaksey Scarecrow 
tankard for the next 12 months. 

Dan & Jerry 
 

Oaksey WI  

Our meeting on Thursday 14th 
November was our AGM. 

Jenny, the President gave a resumé 
of the year’s meetings, activities 
etc. and summed up by saying 
what a fantastic and varied year we 
have had –especially it being the 
Centenary of the GFWI. 

She commented that we have had 
some very interesting speakers as 
well as ‘home-grown’ meetings in 
the form of a board games 
afternoon, a garden party and 
summer visit to Denman. Also, we 
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helped raise money for village 
organisations at the Village Fete 
and for Macmillan Support.  Our 
coffee/tea shops had also been 
very popular with the community. 
Exercise had also been taken with a 
bowls taster session in Gloucester 
and the croquet afternoon in 
Cheltenham. The telephone box 
information point and book swap is 
now up and running. 

Jenny welcomed 3 new members 
this year and thanked all the 
committee for their support, 
saying that the success of the year 
was down to the teamwork of the 
Committee. Liz K thanked Jenny on 
behalf of the members for all her 
hard work, inspiration and 
friendship. Jenny was then re-
elected as President. 

Liz F presented the accounts and 
these were proposed, seconded 
and adopted. After the business 
meeting members sat down to a 
lovely lunch followed by the ever-
popular round of bingo!!!! 

The Group Centenary Carol Service 
is on 10th December at Oaksey 
Church at 2pm.  Anyone from the 
village is also welcome to attend. 
Hot drinks and mince pies will be 
served in the church after the 
service. 

Five members will be travelling to 
Cheltenham Town Hall on 4th 
December for the GFWI Centenary 
Christmas Concert. This year the 
star guest will be Elin Manahan 
Thomas. 

The Christmas Lunch on 12th 
December will be at the 
Wheatsheaf Pub Oaksey at 1pm.   

Our January meeting will be on 
Thursday 9th January at 2.15pm 
when one of our members, Norma 
will be putting us though our paces, 
after the Christmas over-
indulgence, with a Pilates session! 

January is a good time to start 
something new, so do come along 
and join us. Contact our secretary 
for more information. 

Secretary Jean Bennett – 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com. 

 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

October was a 
busy month, with 
both a Saturday ‘Floral Art 
Workshop’ at Oaksey Village Hall 
tutored by Pam Lewis, and a 
Demonstration by Cath Brown at 
our regular meeting in Crudwell. In 
a change to our published 
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programme, this Demonstration 
was entitled ‘Fifty things that make 
you happy’ and based on an 
eclectic list of items put forward by 
the public in a survey. Cath kept us 
entertained by sharing some of the 
weird and wonderful things which 
made the top 50, and through 
producing a variety of stunning and 
sumptuous arrangements to 
represent some of these in floral 
form. 

Thoughts are turning to the festive 
season, with our annual Christmas 
get-together planned for 18th 
December at Crudwell Village Hall. 
As well as being a social event with 
a shared supper, mulled cider and 
lots of friendly chat and laughter, 
this evening also provides an 
opportunity for attendees to make 
a Christmas arrangement for their 
home, family or friends. Hopefully 
our November Demonstration by 
Andrew Baker, ‘Ideas for 
Christmas’ will provide plenty of 
inspiration.  

Coming up early in 2020 

15th January - Demonstration by 
Marie Mundy, ‘Around the World’. 

Our regular ‘Best Bloom’ 
Competition also takes place this 
evening. 

19th February - Demonstration by 
Carol Norman, ‘Two of a Kind’. 

18th March - Workshop with Sally 
Taylor, mastering the art of 
‘Buttonholes’ 

Our full programme for 2020 has 
now been published with 
interesting and varied events 
throughout the year, including 
Demonstrations, Workshops, Talks 
and Visits. For more information 
please visit our Facebook page – 
North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 

Friday Club 

6th December 

With Christmas 
Nibbles and Mulled 
Wine  

Green Book  

Doors open at 7.30pm for 
refreshments of wine, beer and 
soft drinks as well as tea, coffee 
and snacks and the film starts at 
8pm. If members wish to bring a 
guest, then the entrance charge 
will be £3.50 per person.  
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Please Note: Guests need to book 
as priority is given to members and 
seating is limited. 

Due to the Christmas break Friday 
Club for January will be on the 
second Friday in January instead of 
the first. 

10th January 

The Keeper 

Judith Hiscock 
01285 770301 

 

Charity 
Quiz Night 

Poole 
Keynes 
Village Hall 

Friday 24th January 2020 

7 pm for a 7.30pm Start  

£10 per person Max 6 per team  

Includes Ploughman’s Supper and 
Pudding Bar and Raffle 

Contact Judith on 01285 770301 

Seating is limited so book early 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all 
that I am around for general help 
and support on a wide variety of 

issues including transport, mobility 
and safety around the home and 
reducing the feeling of loneliness.  
Give me a call on 07557 922020 
and leave a message. I will get back 
to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

 
 
 

Oaksey Mothers and Toddlers 

 

We meet on Wednesday mornings  
(term time only) 
at 10am to 12. 

in Oaksey Village Hall 

 

New-borns to school age, with 
mums, dads and grandparents 

 

All welcome. We have a great 
selection of toys and activities, 
and pause for a drink or snack 

mid-morning 

 

For further information, contact 
Claire 

on 01666 575146 
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Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

The Annual Conference of the 
RBLWS will be taking place in 
Winchester on 28th/29th January.  

I will be attending as your 
representative for the West 
Midlands Central committee. A 
delegate can also attend from the 
branch membership, any take-
up????? 

The committee is willing to 
continue in partnership with the 
RBL holding meetings/events. It is 
planned to have a meeting with 
speaker towards the end of 
February/early March 

Pat Ayres 
Chair/Secretary 

01285 770385 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
self-help support group working 
in partnership with National BEAT. 

The next meetings will be on 
December 4th and January 1st at 
7.30pm in St. Peters Lounge, St. 
Peters Court Cirencester. Sufferers 
and carers are given a friendly and 
warm welcome.  

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group on 01285 770385. 

 

 

December 2019 services 

Tuesday, 10th December – Advent 
Peace ½ hour service of prayer, 
silence & Gregorian chant at 
Crudwell at 6pm. 

Sunday, 15th December - Nativity 
service at Oaksey at 11am. Doors 
open at 10am. 

Calling children of all ages!  

Please do come along and take part 
in our very popular Nativity play. 
We need young children to take 
the parts of Angels, Shepherds and 
Kings plus more children and adults 
to help. We would also like older 
children to come along and 
participate in telling the Christmas 
story. 

As in previous years, we will be 
having a small, friendly pony that 
will play a prominent part, so 
please do support this service and 
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ensure we have another good 
turnout. Hope to see you at 10am 
on 15th December (for an 11am 
start) to select your part and 
costume. For more information, 
please call Helen McKenna on 
577279.   

Tuesday, 17th December – Advent 
Peace ½ hour service of prayer, 
silence & Gregorian chant at 
Crudwell at 6pm. 

Saturday, 21st December - Carols 
by Candlelight service at 5pm. The 
service will be followed by sherry & 
mince pies. All sidesmen are asked 
to be at the Church by 4.15pm to 
help with the preparations. 

Wednesday, 25th December – 
Christmas Day Holy Communion 
service at 11am. 

Sunday, 29th December – Group 
service at Hankerton at 10am. 

January 2020 services 

Sunday, 12th January  (The 
Baptism of Christ) - Benefice Holy 
Communion service at Charlton at 
10am to celebrate those who have 
recently been confirmed.  

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

I wonder have you bought your 
advent calendar yet? If you have, is 

it full of chocolate? Does it show 
pictures of your favourite pet, 
pictures of Christmas stockings or 
does it tell the Christmas story? 

The Advent calendar began as a 
way of anticipating Christmas. 24 
windows to open during the month 
of December and each picture 
revealing an aspect of the 
Christmas story.   

There is a rather intriguing 
company out there called: The 
Meaningful Chocolate Company. 
And it appears to give the customer 
all that its name promises. The Real 
Advent Calendar is the UK’s only 
Fairtrade Advent calendar. This is 
what it offers: 

 Each calendar comes with a 
Christmas story - activity 
booklet designed to be used 
each day in Advent. Behind 
each of the 25 windows there 
is a Fairtrade Belgian chocolate 
and a line of the Christmas 
story. 

 Made, designed and produced 
in the UK. 

 Money raised from this year's 
Real Advent Calendar will help 
The Funzi and Bodo Trust. 

 • Plastic tray made from 
recycled material. 
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 Card can be recycled. 

Sounds too good to be true? You 
would think so, but in fact not. 

A recent ComRes survey found that 
only 12% of adults in the UK and 
just 7% of 18-24 year olds know the 
Christmas story. It leads me to 
wonder, how on earth have we got 
to this? 

An invitation to have a meaningful 
Christmas is often the message you 
get from the Church. But what 
does it really mean? What is a 
meaningful Christmas? 

Buying and wrapping lots of 
presents maybe? Decorating the 
house and creating a wonderful 
dinner? Both? I guess for many 
people it’s both, but surely it 
should be so much more.  

To have a meaningful Christmas, 
we have to know the Christmas 
story. 

This Advent and Christmas, 
perhaps we could find time to stop 
and read the story afresh. There 
are so many different ways to do 
this: Books, films, music and now, 
of course, the Real Advent 
Calendar from The Meaningful 
Chocolate Company! 

There are also many services and 
special events over this period in 

your Church.  Some are quiet and 
reflective, others are more in the 
party mode, as well as the 
traditional carol services. 

Come and be a part of something 
meaningful this Christmas. I look 
forward to seeing you. 

With every blessing for a Happy 
Christmas. 

Revd. Tonya 
P.S. The Real Advent Calendar is 
available through Traidcraft & 
certain supermarkets! 

Benefice Christmas Card 

Included in this double issue of 
Oaksey Village News is a Benefice 
Christmas card from the PCC here 
in Oaksey and the other five 
Churches that make up the 
Braydon Brook Group of Churches.  

PCC Drinks Party – a date for 
your diary 

An advance notice to let you know 
that this will be held on Saturday, 
22nd February 2020 at Oaksey 
House from 6pm to 8pm. The 
purpose of the party is to not only 
thank all those who have helped 
the Church in any way, but also to 
extend the invitation to everyone 
who has helped with other village 
activities, such as the Fete, the 
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Shop, the Village Hall, the Playing 
Field, the Lunch Club, PHEW, the 
W.I. the School Governors, the 
History Society and, of course, the 
Parish Council. It will also be an 
ideal opportunity to welcome 
recent arrivals to the village. Please 
also remember to bring your 
diaries with you as the party will be 
an opportunity for you to 
volunteer to man the Church 
throughout the summer months 
from Saturday, 21st March 2020 to 
Saturday, 10th October 2020, 
inclusive, from 10am to 4pm (in 2-
hour slots).  

Oaksey Lunch Club 

The next lunch will be on 
Wednesday, 11th December at 
1pm in the Rest at a cost of £6.00 
per head. Please note that this is a 
week earlier than normal. Unless 
you are known as a ‘regular’, 
please let Miriam (577689) know 
by Wednesday, 4th December if 
you are planning to come. 

Miriam would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the 
volunteers who have helped in any 
way over the past year, whether it 
was preparing food, serving the 
meals or washing up afterwards. 
Your efforts are very much 
appreciated. 

The Lunch Club would like to 
continue in the future, but this 
does, of course, depend on 
volunteers coming forward. So, if 
you feel that you could spare a 
couple of hours each month 
(except August), please let Miriam 
know on the above number.  

The lunch in January will be on 
Wednesday, 15th January 2020 at 
1pm in the Rest at the usual cost of 
£4.00 per head. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 



 

 1st Dec 9th Dec 15th Dec 21st Dec 22nd Dec 24th Dec 25th Dec 29th Dec 

Ashley 
HC 

8.30am 
No service 

HC 
9.30am 

 
HC 

9.30am 
Carol service 

6pm 
HC 

9.30am 
 

Charlton No service 

Dressing of 
Christmas 

Tree 
9.30am 

Carol service 
6pm 

 
Christingle 

3pm 
 

HC 
10am 

 

Crudwell 
Advent 

communion 
11am 

No service  
Christingle 

3pm 
 

Carol service 
5pm 

Midnight 
mass 

11.15pm 

Friends & 
family 
service 
10am 

 

Hankerton 
Advent 

communion 
9.30am 

Dressing of 
Christmas 

Tree 
3pm 

Carol service 
5pm 

 No service  
HC 

9.30am 
Benefice HC 

10am 

Minety 

Advent 
Service of 
the word 

11am 

HC 
8.30am 

Carol service 
4pm 

 
Service of 
the word 

10am 

All age 
worship 

3pm 
HC 
9pm 

Friends & 
family 
service 
10am 

 

Oaksey 
Advent 
Matins 
11am 

No service 
Nativity 
service 
11am 

Carols by 
candlelight 

5pm 
No service  

HC 
11am 

 

Mid week 
MP 

Ashley Ashley Ashley  No MP No MP   



 
 

 5th Jan 12th Jan 19th Jan 26th Jan 

Ashley 
HC 

8.30am 
No service 

Morning prayer 
9.30am 

HC 
9.30am 

Charlton 
Family service 

9.30am 

Benefice Holy 
Communion 

10am to 
celebrate 

those recently 
confirmed 

Evensong 
6pm 

HC 
9.30am 

Crudwell 
Morning 
worship 
11am 

No service  
HC 

9.30am 

Friends & 
family service 

3.30pm 

Hankerton 
HC 

9.30am 
No service 

Informal 
worship 
11am 

No service 

Minety 
HC 

11am 
No service 

HC 
8.30am 

Service of the 
word 
10am 

Service of the 
word 
10am 

Oaksey 
Advent Matins 

11am 
No service 

Family service 
11am 

HC 
11am 

Mid week 
MP 

Charlton Charlton Charlton Charlton 

 


