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Parish Council 

As I write this item we are facing an 
unprecedented health crisis and 
consequently there is little 
experience that any of us have of 
coping with the actions needed to 
reduce the risks. We are though 
trying our best to defeat this novel 
challenge and with such a fantastic 
NHS we will. To minimise the 
impact on Oaksey Parishioners, 
who comprise a high proportion of 
over 70’s, we need to help one 
another to follow guidance as 
closely as possible. 

It looks like all group meetings in 
the Parish -formal or social- have 
now been cancelled/postponed. 
We will organise our Council 
meetings and linked business 
online. I think that this will be 

adequate to deal with routine 
business.  

Coping with ‘isolation’ will be 
tough. Most of us are used to 
regular family and social contact. 
Close family groups need to be very 
confident that they are adequately 
isolated all of the time. Regular 
phone and internet contact will 
help. 

The Parish Council have discussed 
how we can help and in this 
context can I please ask you to 
think carefully about any 
Parishioner you think might need 
support- perhaps errands to run or 
other safe help at a ‘distance’. We 
have a very good local network 
here in Oaksey, in Wiltshire more 
widely, and through our Church 
with Nick and Tonya our vicar. 

Keep in touch with www.oakseyvillage.org and 
the Oaksey Buzz 
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If the Villager is willing, please 
pass their name on to myself, 
Helen Hall or Nick Mangnall and 
we will take it from there. 

richard.moody@ymail.com 

ghbhall@btinternet.com 

nickjmngnall@gmail.com 

These crises always show the best 
of the British spirit- and this is no 
different. 

Because we have been advised to 
avoid Hospitality venues our Pub 
are offering a fuller takeaway 
service so that we can still enjoy 
Mikey’s great cooking- but at 
home. Menus have been posted on 
the web site and have also been 
put through your door. After the 
first few days I can personally 
confirm that the meals are of the 
same high standard even under 
these exceptional circumstances. 

Also, please continue to support 
the shop which will be even more 
of a lifeblood for many of us- and 
try to make sure we leave plenty of 
choice of the key items for those 
who just can’t get any further to 
shop.  Our great shop staff will 
happily advise on availability. It 
almost goes without saying that we 
should not go to the shop if we 
have any symptoms. Please 

remember to leave plenty of ‘social 
distance’ in and around the shop 
itself. 

I wish you a healthy period which 
we will get through by carefully 
respecting the health guidance 
offered.  

Stay safe. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
First – the good news….. 

Eleven children and Mrs Bray and 
Mrs Scott travelled down to 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance Base at 
Semington to present a cheque for 
£2,500 to the charity. This was the 
sum of a range of fundraising 
events that the children organised 
or took part to raise as much 
money as possible. We were 
treated to a free coach journey, 
courtesy of Ellison’s Coaches, 
Ashton Keynes and Barry Ellison 
also presented a cheque for £500 
in recognition of the Air Ambulance 
support last year.  
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Fortunately for us the helicopter, 
‘Bella’ was at the base, so we were 
able to see her up close and then 
watch her take off on a training 
mission with her crew. We 
experienced the training room, 
where Craig answered the many 
questions the children had. They 
were fascinated with the ‘real life’ 
dummies, including a baby, plus an 
amazing 270 degree virtual reality 
projection which replicates many 
places in Wiltshire, including 
temperature control and snow 
falls! This enables training to take 
part in different scenarios such as a 
noisy disco or a forest. It was a 
great experience and the school 
intends to continue to support the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance, including 
a planned First Aid Day later on in 
the year. 

And then the bad news…… 

As you will know we have sadly had 
to close the school for the 
foreseeable future. This is a slightly 
scary event for the children and 
those who often cheer at the 
thought of no school, were clearly 
going to be missing the routine and 
rhythm of the school day and term. 
On the last Friday we had just 
under two thirds of the children in 
school and we held our Project 
Touchline session as normal. This 

has been tag rugby skill coaching 
linked to a Christian value, led by 
Chris Andrews. On the last day our 
value was sacrifice and the children 
were able to link the idea of 
sacrifice to the situation they 
found their families and 
themselves in.  

Staff are keeping in touch with 
home learning for the children and 
we are looking to share the daily 
care for children of key workers 
and vulnerable children with our 
local schools. This is being arranged 
as I write so very much 
unchartered waters for us all. Our 
staff and parents have been so 
supportive, and I know we will 
come out of this situation as a 
stronger community, having learnt 
a great deal about resilience and 
perseverance. We have been 
grateful for the support of our 
clergy and the contact they have 
kept with the school and of course 
our children, who still managed to 
create ‘smiles’ for us all on the last 
day of term. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 
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Coronavirus: COVID 19 – Don’t 
Panic! 

It’s in times of emergency that a 
community comes together to help 
each other. I am writing this in mid-
March and already many people 
have offered to help others 

wherever they can to get through 
this Pandemic.  Who knows what 
the situation will be by the time 
you read this, it may all be over!   

Advice being given nationally, and 
it is changing daily in response to 
the situation. At all times respond 
to this, but maybe a few ideas on 
what can be done locally: 

• If you are in isolation please 
keep in touch with someone who is 

able to look out for you, a relative, 
friend or neighbour.  Maybe there 
is a Link Scheme or Pastoral group 
who can help, check the magazines 
for details in your area.  If you 
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really have no one to talk to, call 
me.  I shall respond to urgent calls 
as quickly as I can. 

• Food.  Again, keep in touch with 
someone.  At present the main 
supermarkets are aiming to 
continue to offer home delivery so 
try on-line shopping.  If you don’t 
“do” on line, maybe a neighbour or 
friend can help?  Many local village 
shops are also offering home 
delivery, just give them a call to 
ask. 

• Medicines.  As I write, Boots are 
now offering free delivery of 
medication to anyone who is self-
isolating.  Simply call your usual 
branch to request the supplies you 
need. 

• General.  Many clubs and 
activities are likely to be closed by 
the time you read this and maybe 
people will be working from home 
to avoid spreading the virus.  This 
can lead to feelings of loneliness, 
perhaps more so in these anxious 
times. Consider phoning a 
neighbour or friend to have a chat.  
For many living alone, it could be 
the only human contact they have 
that day. 

Many of you will have seen this 
message over social media etc. If 
you feel that you would like to 

participate, please do, but PLEASE 
take care of yourselves too and 
take all precautions for your 
health. 

Please keep up to date with 
national guidelines, this is only 
guidance as at time of writing – 
16th March 2020 

Remember, you are not alone, help 
is around, simply ask! 

Ellen Blacker 
07557 922020 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

We have just had our March 
meeting this Thursday the 12th at 
Margaret Godfrey’s The Close, 
Minety and sadly had three 
members absent but glad to say 
nothing to do with the virus. We 
were so delighted to welcome the 
Rev. Barry Raven and Avril to 
encourage us with some thoughts 
for Lent and our three members 
from the Malmesbury area so we 
were not such a tiny party. Barry 
brought a copy of the Beatitudes 
for us each to think about and we 
had a thoughtful discussion in 
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which all those present took part 
and it was a good start to Lent. 

In line with the current advice our 
Maundy Thursday and Diocesan 
Annual Meeting have been 
cancelled. It is also very likely that 
our May 14th meeting at Hill House 
care home will also be cancelled 
but please keep in touch. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

At our March meeting Angela 
Philippi from Cotswold Meditation 
and Mindfulness gave a most 
interesting talk on Meditation and 
how this linked to Mindfulness. She 
had some excellent posters and 
then we had a meditation session 
for 5 minutes - some members 
struggling to keep awake but all felt 
refreshed afterwards and ready for 
the delicious cakes provided by 
Helen and Rona! 

The BT Telephone Box book swap 
and information point has been 
spring-cleaned and restocked with 
some new books. During the virus 
measures and lack of social 

contact, this is a great spot to get a 
book. Please do use it and keep a 
good turn over of books going, but 
please no DVDs.  

Our entry for the GFWI Tim Poole 
Cup, which was a collage 
demonstrating our activities last 
year –the centenary year - was 
unfortunately not placed this year. 

The Government recommended 
restrictions because of the Covid 
19 virus meant that our Pop-up tea 
and coffee shop on 20th March 
was cancelled. We intend to hold 
another one, probably in the 
autumn. 

Also cancelled will be our meeting 
on 9th April at 7.15 pm which was 
to have been a talk by the Cotswold 
Canal Trust. This will be 
rescheduled in our 2021 
programme. 

Members will be notified about 
future meetings depending on the 
situation nearer the time. 

Secretary Jean Bennett – 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com. 
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North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

It was lovely to 
escape the gales 
and downpours by spending an 
evening enjoying the colourful 
sight of a profusion of beautiful 
flowers at our February meeting. 
The demonstrator, Carol Norman 
had overcome many obstacles and 
travelled from Bournemouth to be 
with us that evening. We were so 
glad she did since she created 
several stunning arrangements and 
kept us thoroughly engaged and 
entertained. The theme was ‘Two 
of a kind’ in which Carol used pairs 
of matching containers to 
showcase how these could be used 
for two very different styles of 
arrangement. These lovely 
arrangements were then raffled 
with some very lucky members 
taking one home. During the 
evening we also held our ‘Best 
Bloom’ completion to raise funds 
for charity. 

At present in line with government 
guidance all future meetings are 
cancelled. However, we do hope 
that you will ‘Save the Date’, for 
the Salisbury Cathedral Flower 
Festival coach trip on Tuesday 15th 
September. 

For more information please 
contact Liz. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Friday Club 

Given the current 
advice the film club 
showings have 
been suspended 
with a view to adding some 
additional dates once the 
opportunity arises. 

For the future we plan to hold a 
charity film night probably in 
September hopefully screening 
Downton Abbey with afternoon 
tea. Doors would open at 4 pm 
followed by a full afternoon tea 
with sandwiches, cake and scones 
at 4.30 pm with the film to be 
screened at 6. We plan to have a 
bar open if you would like to enjoy 
a glass of fizz with your tea  

Members £7.50 per person 

Non-members £10 per person 

This year we will be supporting the 
Cirencester Yellow Bus Project for 
the homeless. There will also be a 
raffle proceeds going to Poole 
Keynes village hall 
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Please email contact Jane if you 
would like more information. 

Judith Hiscock 
01285 770301 

 
 

 
Please note that, due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak, all Church 
services here in Oaksey and in the 
other 5 Churches in the Braydon 
Brook Benefice have been 
cancelled until further notice.   

This also applies to both the Good 
Friday Crafts Session and the 
Oaksey Lunch Club. 

However, our Rector, the Revd. 
Tonya Nixon will be in Crudwell 
Church every Sunday at 10am and, 
additionally, 3 times during week 
days, offering prayers on behalf of 
the Braydon Brook Benefice during 
these very difficult and uncertain 
times. 

If you wish a prayer to be said 
please contact Revd. Tonya. 

vicarbraydon@gmail.com or 
01666 575216 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

Well the Coronavirus is here. And 
what are we to do? Stay in? Bulk 
buy?  Give up our normal lives? 
Well, no one knows. Such 
unexpected situations can make us 
feel vulnerable. So maybe the 
following words from the Bishop of 
St. Albans might help, here are his 
4 Golden Rules. 

Blessings Revd. Tonya 
 

Not official advice: read and heed 
that here – but this is food-for-
thought about our attitudes. 

 

Golden Rule 1. Each one of us can 
think about how we can protect 
and support our neighbours. So 
much of the public rhetoric is 
sowing fear about the danger of 
other people. So, taking all the 
official precautions, offer help and 
reassurance to others – and don’t 
demonise anyone or any group. 

 

Golden Rule 2: Think about who 
may be suffering more than me. 
For those of us who are healthy 
there is much less to worry about 
but the elderly, the housebound 
and those with chronic health 
conditions may be very anxious. 
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How about phoning anyone you 
know who may be vulnerable? 
There’s nothing like a friendly voice 
to offer solace when someone is 
worried. A smile can bring cheer, 
even on the phone. If you visit, 
follow all the official precautions or 
don’t go. 

 

Golder Rule 3. Don’t give into panic 
and start hoarding food. There is 
plenty to go around, so practise the 
Christian discipline of sharing. Ask 
your neighbours what they need 
and do your best to help them get 
it. If you are self-isolating you will 
of course need some supplies. 

 

Golden Rule 4. Live today to the 
full. None of us ever know what the 
future holds. In the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 6. 25 – 34), Jesus 
challenged his followers to live 
each day fully and not be afraid. 
Every time we are tempted to give 
in to fear we need to make a 
conscious choice to respond in trust 
and openness. 

 

And, along with just over half the 
adults in the UK, don’t forget to 
pray. Here’s one suggestion:  

 

Dear God our Shield and our 
Defender, guide and protect my 
neighbour in this time of health 
emergency; deliver them from all 
harm and may your love and care 
ever grow in this place. Through 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 

Church Open Days 

The Church open days on 
Saturdays have been cancelled 
until government advice changes. 
If you had kindly volunteered to 
cover a slot many thanks but for 
the time being the church is closed. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


