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Parish Council 

Welcome to our newsletter and I 
hope it reaches as many in the 
Parish as possible even though 
most will have to read it online. 

In these exceptional times, when 
we are in the middle of a National 
crisis, much of our usual business is 
on hold or being conducted online. 
This appears to be working 
satisfactorily at the moment. 

Every one of us I am sure is having 
their lives affected- whether at 
home, work or leisure. 
Nevertheless as long as we 
continue to follow the 
Government’s guidance the 
beginning of a prolonged end 
phase appears to be in sight.  

Oaksey has a strong community 
character and I’m massively 
impressed by the natural way 
neighbours, relatives and friends 
look after loved ones who are 
vulnerable. The Parish Council is 
always here to help, and we have 
good contacts locally and with 
Wiltshire to try to solve more 
complex problems. As I said last 
month- please contact me if we can 
be of further help. 

Just a few updates. Most local 
authority and private repairs and 
building has stopped, though the 
emergency services and refuse 
collection are still very busy. 
Thanks from all of us to the staff 
responsible. Our NHS, care and 
public service staff who keep going 

Keep in touch with www.oakseyvillage.org and 
the Oaksey Buzz 
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with such good spirit are an 
inspiration.  

Fortunately, we have been able to 
continue with our low carbon 
energy project. The consultant we 
have appointed can start soon-
remotely- and should finish in 
August. We will be set up here to 
monitor the work and the new 
energy group we are forming will 
take over to find funding for the 
preferred option and manage the 
main works. I’ll publish much more 
on this regularly so that Villagers 
who want to be involved can 
become more engaged. 

If you do have professional skills in 
renewable energy and/or 
financial/business skills and could 
make a time commitment to the 
Village that could help our new 
organisation, then please contact 
me soon. 

Please stay safe and follow the 
guidance carefully to protect all in 
the Parish. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
As you will know, the school is 
currently closed for the 
foreseeable future, due to 
Covid19. Whilst we are in this 
situation the staff are providing 
daily home learning for all the 
children and we have been really 
thrilled to have regular updates 
from the children and parents. 
Alongside specific learning they 
have also been creating their own 
activities, one of which is where 
two sisters chalked over their 
driveway chalked over with a 
special message! 
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Two other sisters painted one 
hundred pebbles and have hidden 
them around Neigh Bridge, for 
people to find on their daily walks. 
Maybe you have found some of 
them? These are just two of many 
examples we have heard of 
families and children completing. 

 
Our Benefice team has also been 
busy providing us with weekly 
powerpoint Collective Worships, 
which I know many families have 
used, including some Easter 
activities. We really appreciate the 
thoughtfulness shown for all the 
school team and the strength of 
community I spoke about last 
month.  

This will be my last contribution to 
the Parish Magazine, as I will be 
retiring at the end of April. Whilst I 
will not miss feeling guilty about 
letting Neil (editor) down, with my 
(always) late contribution to the 
magazine, I will really miss the 
strong sense of community that 

Oaksey has and the way the 
members of the village and Parish, 
show support to the school. It does 
not seem possible that it is over 18 
years, since Anne Raines insisted I 
came to visit the school and put an 
application in for the headship. I 
thought I was happy in my previous 
headship at Savernake but the 
strong feeling of community that is 
very evident at Oaksey has meant 
that it has been very fulfilling time. 
Thank you to everyone for their 
care and enthusiasm, including our 
Governors who support the school 
in a voluntary capacity. I am sure 
you will continue to support Mrs 
Denise Bray, who will do an 
excellent job as Acting 
Headteacher, until a new person is 
appointed and I hope to see many 
of you over the summer, once the 
school is open again. 

Ursula Scott 
Headteacher 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

My last newsletter was dated the 
12th March which now seems 
another life and a world away. I 
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said the next meeting would be at 
Hill House care home at the 
request of Mothers’ Union 
members there and this of course 
has been swept away with all the 
other gatherings which are now 
forbidden. Also our annual 
Diocesan meeting a Marshfield on 
the 25 April and looking forward to 
our own Deanery annual service in 
July and all he times when we will 
welcome our Diocesan president 
which is always such a pleasure. 

In spite of all the cancellations we 
do have some things to report. We 
have various emails and the first 
was a service to read to ourselves 
for Lady Day, the 25th March, 
when we celebrate our Founder, 
Mary Sumner, with a service – and 
the last event any of us attended 
was Women’s World Day of Prayer 
at Brinkworth which three of us 
went to.  

Sadly there are reports from time 
to time of other branches of the 
death of members and we have 
had to report the deaths of two of 
our elder members – Elsie Hinks  
who had gone to live in Oxford and 
was much loved who died very 
recently of cancer and was so 
thankfully living with her  daughter 
at the end – and one of our Indoor 
Members from Minety, Joan Miles 

– she and her husband were 
finding it too difficult to continue 
living in their bungalow and had 
gone to Paternoster House in 
Cirencester and Joan went into 
Cheltenham hospital and at the 
end it was diagnosed she had the 
virus. We remember these two 
members with affection. 

I hope I may have something happy 
to report next month. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

WI meetings are for the time being 
in abeyance. This is a very sad 
situation, but it is important that 
we adhere to the government 
rulings of the current lock down. 

It has also meant that we have 
decided to close the telephone box 
book-swap and information point. 

We will reopen it as soon as we feel 
it is appropriate. Many thanks to 
those who have been using it and 
keeping a turnover of new books. 
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We hope that our members are 
keeping safe and well and wish 
them all the best. 

You will be notified about future 
meetings depending on the 
situation nearer the time. 

Secretary Jean Bennett – 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com. 

 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The Flower Club 
is a friendly and 
enthusiastic group with members 
from throughout the area. Our 
meetings usually take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7pm for 
7.30pm, but clearly during the 
current coronavirus crisis these will 
not take place. Normally we would 
have a full programme of 
interesting and varied events 
throughout the year, including 
demonstrations, workshops and 
outings - unfortunately currently 
on hold. However, if you are 
interested, please save the dates of 
two major events which we still 
hope will go ahead later this year: 

15th September. Coach trip to 
Salisbury Cathedral – ‘Confluence: 
a Festival of Flowers’. 

18th November. Christmas Open 
Demonstration, Sundial Theatre 
Cirencester, with National 
Demonstrator Tom Hodge. 

In the meantime, we wish 
everyone including our members 
all the best during these difficult 
days, stay safe and well.. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder self 
help support group  

As with all mental health problems 
this current crisis is having quite an 
impact on sufferers and carers of 
eating distress. I am trying to keep 
in touch with as many of my 
contacts as possible but as it is a 
confidential service sometimes I 
only have a Christian name. 

There are online forums and so 
much info to access that at the 
moment that is all I can offer. 

The National BEAT and F.E.A.S.T 
websites are a good source and I 
have contact too with ABC 
Anorexia and Bulimia Care based in 
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Bristol who also offer a free online 
support hub every Thursday. 
https://www.facebook.com/abcch
arity/ 

https://www.instagram.com/anor
exiabulimiacare/ 

I hope this extra info helps. 
Remember you can always contact 
me for a one to one chat too! 

Pat Ayers 
01285 770385. 

 
 

Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

If you find you are saving some 
monies during this current crisis 
then perhaps you could help with 
the following:- 

Please save any odd coins in a 
Steradent tube or something 
similar to help fund a new mobility 
buggy for the National Memorial 
Arboretum as in July 2021 a special 
service of dedication for 100years 
of the RB L will be held and 
hopefully a new buggy will be 
gifted.  

Fingers crossed that we can go 
ahead and have celebrations to 
mark 75years of VJ day combining 

the cancelled VE events on or 
around 15th August this year!!!!!!!! 

 
 

 
Please note that, due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, all Church 
services here in Oaksey and in the 
other 5 Churches in the Braydon 
Brook Benefice have been 
cancelled until further notice. For 
the time being, we have also 
cancelled: 

 all of the scheduled Church 
Open Days until further notice.  

 the Church Cleaning Day 
previously scheduled for 
Saturday, 23rd May.  

In case of need, our Rector, Revd. 
Tonya Nixon can be contacted via 
email: 

vicarbraydon@gmail.com 

or by telephone on: 

01666 575216. 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 


