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Parish Council 

Though we are all still in the 
lockdown, which the infection 
rates show is having a positive 
impact on sickness levels, there are 
some other more local benefits. 
Walking and cycling through our 
quiet and beautiful summertime 
environment gives us all a chance 
to chat at a distance and perhaps 
remind ourselves how fortunate 
we are to live here. Our 
environment needs protecting 
under all circumstances and we can 
make our contribution whether it is 
our built heritage or the air and 
water around us that we look after. 

Getting out and about does though 
involve the correct use of our 
network of footpaths which pass 
over private property outside the 
Village boundary. In this respect 
can I please remind all those who 
use our footpaths to stay on them 
and keep dogs on a lead at all 
times. Local farmers have crops, 

grassland and livestock to protect 
and we need to share these spaces 
with the greatest respect. 

Our low carbon energy project for 
Oaksey is now well into the 
feasibility study and we will soon 
have an update on the energy 
profiles of our three key 
community buildings. I will publish 
updates as I get the information. 
We are planning to engage as many 
Villagers as possible in the second 
stage as a project is being designed 
which is solely for the benefit of 
the community. 

Not unsurprisingly we have had to 
cancel the Annual Village Fete (4th 
July). This will be up and running 
next year and I hope we can do 
extra well then to partly 
compensate for this year. 

Finally, the Parish Council is still 
undertaking a maintenance level of 
work. We have for example just 
engaged a skilled Villager to 
maintain the Well Garden with an 
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aim to promote wildlife and 
provide a pleasant oasis for us. Any 
apparent ‘wildness’ in the garden is 
there to favour insects and wildlife.  

The Council plans to meet remotely 
in June. If you did wish to speak to 
us all I am sure we could try to 
arrange that. 

Stay safe. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

'Bound Within' by Gem Hall  

A big thank you to Gem and Tess 
for their photographic series 
documenting the COVID-19 
lockdown in the village of Oaksey, 
North Wiltshire in May 2020. 

For those who haven’t seen the 
photos they can be see on the 
Oaksey Facebook page or click here  

 
 

Mother’s Union  

There are no meetings at present, 
but the Mothers’ Union is still busy. 
We have always mid-day prayers 
which are held in the chapel at the 

centre of the Mothers’ Union in 
Mary Sumner House in London – 
and members throughout the 
world stop for prayer at mid-day. 
Now that we are at home and 
unable to go out it is very easy to 
stop for prayer and we can listen to 
the prayer at Mary Sumner House 
and we don’t need any of these 
wonderful methods of 
communication only a telephone 
and the necessary numbers to 
connect us. All over the world 
members are praying for each 
other and today we prayed here 
for dioceses in South Sudan, 
Tanzania, Nigeria, Australia and All-
Ireland  

We did need a computer for a 
message from our Chaplain in the 
Province of Canterbury, the Rev. 
Michael Banyard and this could be 
sent out to all members in the 
Province. He sent interesting bits 
of news and some thoughts on how 
the Mothers Union is meeting need 
and giving hope. Like many other 
groups some are making bags for 
nurses to put their used scrubs in 
to be washed all together – a 
member of this group gives them 
to her daughter who is a nurse. 

We may not all be doing many 
useful things, but we do pray and 
encourage each other and enjoy 
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the information that goes round 
with a newsletter from Mary 
Sumner House each month. So 
hopefully we are all well and 
enjoying communications which 
come round even something easy 
like the telephone and don’t need 
the latest gadget to keep in touch. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

WI meetings are for the time being 
still in abeyance. However, for the 
first time in all of Oaksey WI’s 96 
years, we had our very first virtual 
meeting via Zoom last week when 
we were meant to be having a 
NFWI resolution and pudding club 
evening!!!  

Nine members attended and we 
had a marvellous catch up of 
members’ lockdown news!!! (plus 
of course a good few laughs!!) 

This was our first attempt and 
needs a bit of tweaking, but in 
order to keep in touch with our 
members for a natter and laugh we 
will continue with a monthly Zoom 
meeting on the dates of our 

planned meetings until we are able 
to meet up face-to-face again. 

Our Antiques Roadshow meeting 
on 11th June with the Auctioneer 
Gordon Brockman has had to be 
cancelled. Hopefully, we can book 
him for next year. 

Secretary Jean Bennett – 577485 
jeanstecre.52@gmail.com. 

 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The Flower Club 
is a friendly group 
with members from throughout 
the area. Our meetings would 
normally take place at Crudwell 
Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday evening of the month, 
but clearly during the current 
coronavirus crisis these are 
cancelled for the foreseeable 
future. Likewise, our full 
programme of events including 
demonstrations, workshops and 
outings, is temporarily on hold. 
However, if you are interested, 
please save the date of one major 
event which we hope will still go 
ahead later this year: 

18th November 2020, Christmas 
Open Demonstration at the Sundial 
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Theatre Cirencester, with National 
Demonstrator Tom Hodge. 

In the meantime, we wish all our 
members and the whole 
community all the best during 
these difficult days, and we hope 
everyone stays safe and well. 

Liz Parker 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

01666 860888 
 
 

Friday Club 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank all the 
members of Friday 
Club and guests for their support 
once again this year. We had a 
good run of films covering many 
genre including musical and biopics 
but unfortunately because of 
Corona virus we were unable to 
complete the full programme. 

I am hopeful we will be allowed to 
reconvene in September when we 
will screen the 2 films we have 
missed before starting the new 
programme for 2020/2021, 
possibly having 2 films each month 
until we have caught up  

The first film for the new season 
regardless of when we start, 
hopefully Friday 4th September, 

will be Official Secrets Starring 
Keira Knightley, Matt Smith, 
Matthew Goode, and Ralph 
Fiennes  

If you would like to become a 
member then please do contact 
me for more information 

Judith 
01285 770301 

 
 

Health & Wellbeing 

Just a quick word to remind you all 
that I am around for general help 
and support on a wide variety of 
issues including transport, mobility 
and safety around the home and 
reducing the feeling of loneliness.  
Give me a call on 07557 922020 
and leave a message.  I will get back 
to you as soon as possible. 

Ellen Blacker 
Health and Wellbeing Champion 

 
 

Cirencester 
Eating Disorder 
self help 
support group  

As with all mental health problems 
this current crisis is having quite an 
impact on sufferers and carers of 
eating distress. I am trying to keep 
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in touch with as many of my 
contacts as possible but as it is a 
confidential service sometimes I 
only have a Christian name. 

There are online forums and so 
much info to access that at the 
moment that is all I can offer. 

The National BEAT and F.E.A.S.T 
websites are a good source and I 
have contact too with ABC 
Anorexia and Bulimia Care based in 
Bristol who also offer a free online 
support hub every Thursday. 
https://www.facebook.com/abcch
arity/ 

https://www.instagram.com/anor
exiabulimiacare/ 

I hope this extra info helps. 
Remember you can always contact 
me for a one to one chat too! 

Contact Pat in confidence for 
further details about the local 
group. 

Pat Ayers 
01285 770385. 

 
 

Kemble and District Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section 

If you find you are saving some 
monies during this current crisis 

then perhaps you could help with 
the following:- 

Please save any odd coins in a 
Steradent tube or something 
similar to help fund a new mobility 
buggy for the National Memorial 
Arboretum as in July 2021 a special 
service of dedication for 100years 
of the RBL will be held and 
hopefully a new buggy will be 
gifted. 

 
 

Wiltshire Wildlife 
Trust 

Reserves and 
Carparks 

We have had many requests to re-
open carparks and bird hides and it 
is a wonderful reminder of how our 
nature reserves are valued by so 
many people. These are certainly 
strange times and internally we are 
having to re-examine procedures 
for even very simple tasks, to 
ensure we are maintaining the 
safety of our staff, volunteers and 
visitors. We are going to phase the 
re-opening of carparks as we take a 
cautious and measured approach 
to returning our staff and 
volunteers to our reserves. 
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Not all carparks have been closed, 
but below is when we anticipate 
being able to open those that have 
been. It is unlikely this will change 
but in these uncertain times please 
do double check the reserves page 
of the website before you visit, 
where we will post any changes. 

 Blakehill Farm: Carpark is now 
open. 

 Ravensroost and Distillery: 
Carpark to be opened by May 
26th 

 Cloatley: Carpark to be opened 
by May 26th 

 Lower Moor Farm: Carpark to 
be opened by May 30th 

 The Green Lane and Biss Wood: 
Carparks off the A350 remain 
closed but there is parking and 
access at Huntingfield off Leap 
Gate Road 

 Devenish: Carpark to be 
opened by May 23rd 

 Langford Lakes: Opening 
anticipated by June 8th 

 All toilets, bird hides, and the 
Kingfisher Cafe at Langford will 
remain closed for the time 
being. 

As the rules on visiting natural 
beauty spots have been relaxed in 
England, we’ve seen a dramatic 

increase in visitors to some of our 
reserves, and unfortunately a rise 
in antisocial behaviour on our 
reserves, such as damage to trees 
and benches, fly tipping and signs 
being removed. It is hugely 
reassuring to know that our 
supporters are out there keeping 
an eye on our sites, so remember if 
you want to report anything please 
do so by emailing 
reserves@wiltshirewildlife.org or 
calling 01380 725670 ext 813. 

 
 
 

 

Services 

Please note that, due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, all Church 
services here in Oaksey and in the 
other 5 Churches in the Braydon 
Brook Benefice have been 
cancelled until further notice. For 
the time being, we have also 
cancelled all of the scheduled 
Church Open Days until further 
notice.  
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In case of need, our Rector, Revd. 
Tonya Nixon can be contacted via 
email: 

vicarbraydon@gmail.com 

or by telephone on: 

01666 575216 

Jerry Falkingham 
01666 577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 
 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

‘Life in lockdown’ 

It feels like this phrase has been 
with us forever. For me this 
unusual time is full of struggles and 
challenges, good days and less easy 
days and a time of reflection and 
hope. 

At the time of writing, it was a great 
day, full of encounters, birds, 
deer’s, hedgehogs visiting the 
garden, sun shining warm on my 
face. Pure moments of joy! Today, 
on a brief walk out, with the threat 
of rain and strong winds blowing 
around me, I saw my first swallows 
of the season. A sense of the 
familiar returned. Maybe it’s a sign 
of the things to come. Life 
returning to a new kind of normal 
perhaps? 

Seeing such beauty here in rural 
Wiltshire means for me it is hard to 
reconcile these joyful days of 
spring, with the hugely challenging 
and sorrowful time many people 
are experiencing. I find myself 
saying to God, ‘What is all this 
about?’, ‘What are you calling us to 
learn?’ 

The Queen, on VE Day, spoke of 
hope, of never despairing and 
never giving up and I guess that is 
what we must cling to at the 
moment. As humans we do adapt, 
we do reinvent and invent. Over 
these past seven weeks, we have 
seen new hospitals built, we have 
seen companies helping for the 
common good and we have had to 
find new ways of working...there is 
so much that we have done. Out of 
the chaos, so much good can be 
seen. 

For Braydon Brook Benefice, 
lockdown has meant that a new 
church has had to be grown. We 
have had to become more flexible. 
Through the use of technology 
your church has reached out 
(Thank God for Zoom!). Some 
examples are - daily contact with 
our schools; the offering of 
worship together three times a 
week; a weekly fun quiz; and 
fundraising for other charities. For 
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more information, why not check 
out the website: 
www.braydonbrook.co.uk  

We have mourned with those who 
are bereaved, we have journeyed 
with those who weddings have 
needed to be cancelled and we 
have spoken with those who might 
be in need. We have sent church 
services and thoughts of the day to 
those who do not have access to 
the internet and we have spoken to 
many, who we felt might be in 
need of someone to say ‘hello’. If 
you know of anyone who would 
welcome a call from myself or a 
member of the team, let me know. 
Email: admin@deanery.org.uk or 
vicarbraydon@gmail.com  

Know that your church hasn’t 
gone, hasn’t disappeared, its doors 
may be locked, but there is still 
much going on. 

As Jesus said to us, I say to you – 
[Why not] come & look? 

With every blessing Revd. Tonya 
 
 

Christian Aid Week. 



 

 


