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Parish Council 

We have heard from Wiltshire 
Councillor Berry that the financial 
crisis they faced because of the 
ongoing Covid crisis has now been 
mainly resolved thanks to 
additional funding from 
Government. Even though we 
continue to face significant 
challenges in maintaining front line 
local services because of the virus 
it is hoped that these will be less 
severe in the future. 

The Parish Council re-considered a 
planning application for Street 
farm at its October meeting. We 
were pleased to see that Street 
Farm now has a plan to improve 
the south barn and that the site 
could now accommodate all of its 
own parking needs without any 

alterations to the site frontage 
which we continue to try to protect 
as Street farm is recognised as a 
non-listed heritage asset in our 
Neighbourhood Plan and is also 
within our conservation area.  

New and renovated buildings also 
mean that as usual we will be able 
to give a warm welcome to new 
Villagers. Its not always easy to 
keep closely in touch with the 
arrival of new Villagers and Parish 
Councillors (listed on our web site) 
would be grateful if Villagers could 
let us know of new arrivals. We are 
starting to plan some information 
for new villagers which is in 
addition to the village web site.  

Having completed the feasibility 
stage of the low carbon heating 
project for the school, village hall 
and church we are now applying 
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for further very large public grants 
to cover the capital cost of the 
equipment. We are fortunate that 
the Government has just recently 
launched a scheme for public 
organisations to upgrade their 
buildings to low carbon systems. 
There are inevitably quite complex 
technical issues to solve- but we 
hope that such support can not 
only equip our main public 
buildings for a low carbon future 
but can also significantly cut their 
energy costs. 

We have just had our playground 
equipment inspected with 
generally a clean bill of health-
though there are still a few routine 
repairs to make. Thanks to Roger 
for his ongoing work at the playing 
field these will be addressed. He 
has also been working to repaint 
and improve the skateboard and 
basketball area. We are all 
immensely grateful to Roger and all 
locals who put in time to look after 
the playing field and its kit and also 
run our sports teams. Great work. 
If you could help Roger 
occasionally or any of our 
volunteers please let us know.  

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
The return to school for the 
children has happened quite 
smoothly and we are all adjusting 
to the new routines and 
procedures. The children and their 
own staff are kept in ‘bubbles’ 
meaning they have separate 
playtimes and lunchtimes. This has 
been the one thing that the 
children have missed – playing with 
children from other year groups at 
playtimes – which in a small village 
school is something that everyone 
enjoys. 

Sadly, we are also unable to hold 
whole school worship, so it was a 
very special occasion when we 
went to church, in two smaller 
groups, in early October to 
celebrate harvest. Parents were 
not allowed to attend and the 
children donated gifts of cash 
rather than non-perishable goods, 
that are being passed on to the 
Doorway Project in Chippenham. A 
very different service and thank 
you to the church staff and 
Reverend Tonya for allowing us to 
have the opportunity to worship in 
our lovely church again. 
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There are many things we have not 
been able to do – the main one 
being that we were not able to 
travel to South Devon for our 
residential week. However, we 
were able to take the older 
children to the South Cerney 
Outdoor Education Centre for a 
water sports day on what would 
have been, the first day of 
residential. We had the most 
amazing weather, meaning that 
the children found any excuse to 
get in the water, rather than just be 
on top of it!  

 

There have been some staffing 
changes – we welcome Mr Colin 
MacLeod to teaching 
Year 5 and 6 and also Mrs 
Rachel Woods, our 
School Special Needs 
Teacher who is 
increasing her hours 
teaching in Year 1 and 2, 
alongside Mrs Bray. As 
we were unable to 
appoint a new 

Headteacher due to lockdown, Mrs 
Scott has returned on a part time 
basis until December, working as 
Co-Headteacher with Mrs Bray. We 
are delighted that Mrs Bray has 
now been appointed permanent 
Headteacher from January 2021. 

Mrs Chris King, who has been 
working at the school for 20 years 
is also retiring at the end of 
October. Mrs King is our very 
creative teaching assistant, who, as 
well as supporting the older 
children is also responsible for our 
wonderful displays around the 
school – she is going to be greatly 
missed but we wish her well and 
hope she enjoys the time she will 
now have to do the things she 
wants to do! 

Ursula Scott & Denise Bray 
Co-Headteachers 
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Mother’s Union  

We had this month’s meeting on 
Thursday 8th October with Pam 
Osborne six members suitably 
spaced and wearing masks. The 
speaker was a member who had 
lived in Sedgefield near Durham for 
30 years and told us about the 
work of the Mothers Union there.   
They ran the Creche for visitors of 
Durham jail. When she was 
Deanery leader she was able to 
take the lease of an empty shop in 
the main street so that a drop in 
cafe could be opened. For a time 
she was a short term foster carer 
and ran camps for boys in the 
summer holidays. A very 
interesting talk and shows the 
work of the MU in the north of 
England is very similar to the south. 
We also had a small bring and buy 
sale including a few of Margaret 
Palmer’s Christmas and greeting 
cards and this made £34. 

Next meeting is on Thursday 12th 
November with Jane Gibbs in 
Crudwell at 10.30 when Martin 
Green will talk about becoming a 
Lay Reader – again we shall have to 
keep the numbers to 6 including 

Martin unless this has been 
changed or for some reason we  
have to change plans. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

We have got very little to report 
this month and are not sure how 
things will progress with holding 
face-to face meetings for the 
foreseeable future. This is very sad 
especially for those of our 
members who live alone and 
welcome the fun, friendship and 
companionship that we offer. 

The Committee is meeting on 12th 
November to discuss a way 
forward for 2021, and how to 
manage Christmas 2020! 

If you fancy a read by the fireside 
don’t forget the book swap in the 
phone box at the Minety Lane end 
of the village. 

If you want further information or 
would be interested in joining our 
local WI, please contact me. 

Liz Fleming 
OakseyWI@outlook.com 
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Oaksey Village Hall 

A reminder to everyone of the 
activities still operating at the Hall 
(despite Covid):  

Palates: Mondays at 9.15 to 10.15. 
Tuesdays at 6 to 7. Thursdays at 
9.15 to 10.15. Contact Norma 
Liversidge on 07427 644350 for 
details. 

Yoga: Wednesdays at 7 to 8. 
Fridays at 9.15 to 10.15 and at 
10.30 to 12. Contact Jess Thomas 
on 07727 688791.  

Mothers and Toddlers: 
Wednesdays at 10 to 12.30. 
Contact Clare Graham on 575146. 

Minety Dance: Mondays at 4 to 8. 
Contact Debbie Evans on 07894 
991545. 

Fred Price 
 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

Sadly the Flower 
Club has been 
unable to meet in person since 
February, and made the decision 
over the summer that all future 
events planned for 2020 would 

have to be cancelled. The recent 
resurgence of the virus and 
increase in restrictions has 
reinforced this as the right 
decision. Nevertheless, behind the 
scenes work has continued on 
planning future events for 2021 
and beyond, the committee has 
‘met’, and several newsletters 
have been sent out to keep in 
touch with members. Our AGM 
was held in September via Zoom, 
with video demonstrations by one 
of our members afterwards, 
featuring non foam designs using 
seasonal flowers, berries and 
foliage. 

We would like to actively re-start 
the Club from January 2021, since 
a full programme of events for next 
year has already been arranged, 
incorporating several originally 
planned for this year. However we 
are conscious that the recent 
tightening of restrictions may well 
prevent this happening so soon 
and could result in further 
cancellations of planned events. 
The good news however is that the 
club remains in a very strong 
position financially and continues 
to have an active committee, so we 
will weather this storm and as soon 
as external factors allow us to re-
start, we will.  
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The programme planned for 2021 
is very varied and includes a good 
mix of workshops, demonstrations, 
social events and visits. Meetings 
would normally take place at 
Crudwell Village Hall on the third 
Wednesday evening of the month, 
with visitors and potential new 
members welcome. We are a 
friendly and enthusiastic group 
with members from throughout 
the area and really look forward to 
welcoming both our current 
members and any guests as soon as 
we can. 

In the meantime stay safe and well. 
If you’d like to get in touch we can 
be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

Unfortunately, the meeting room 
which has been used by me for the 
last 17 years in Cirencester still 
remains closed but I have managed 
to secure a new meeting space for 
the time being.  

You will most welcome to come 
along. 

Next Dates are Wednesday 4th 
November and Wednesday 2nd 

December from 7.30pm until 
8.45pm. The venue has to be 
vacated by 9pm. 

All the necessary COVID-19 
standards are adhered to, and you 
must follow them too.  

The venue is :- 

Coates village community hall 
GL7 6NW 

Please contact Pat in confidence 
for further info. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Services 

Sunday, 1st November – Holy 
Communion service at Oaksey at 
10:00am 

Sunday, 8th November – 
Remembrance Day service at 
Oaksey at 10:50am 

Carols by Candlelight service 
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It is with great sadness that we 
have to announce that the Carols 
by Candlelight service will not be 
taking place this year due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. As singing 
is not permitted in church at 
present, a Carol service without 
singing is simply not on!! 

National Ride & Stride Event 

In September, I visited each of the 
churches within the Braydon Brook 
Benefice as I took part in the 
national Ride and Stride event. The 
aim of the event was to raise funds 
for local churches and the Wiltshire 
Historic Churches Trust. It was also 
a great opportunity to pray for 
each of the churches within the 
Benefice. I would like to say a huge 
'thank you' to all those who 
sponsored me, helping me to raise 
£600.  

Revd. Tonya 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

The Churches in Braydon Brook 
Benefice have been having their 
AGMs throughout September & 
October. Below is a summary of the 
report I gave which outlines what 
we have achieved this year (for the 
full report, look no further than the 
website: 
http://www.braydonbrook.co.uk/) 

 Planning took place in 2019 at 
Crudwell church to introduce a 
new monthly Friends and 
Family Service. This was 
launched in January 2020. It 
has enabled families to come 
along. Refreshments are 
served, time is given for 
conversation and relationships 
are being formed. My thanks 
for all who help with this and 
for the PCC members in 
agreeing to take a risk. At the 
moment, this service is being 
held via Zoom. 

 Many of the Sunday services 
have been refreshed. 

 There is a monthly Benefice 
service which now includes all 
of the parishes. 

 Advent Peace and Lenten 
Peace was offered in Crudwell 
church, giving a space for 
people to ‘be’ and to reflect 
during these penitential 
seasons. 

 Planning in 2019 began for a 
new informal ‘Chit-Chat 
Group’. Meeting in a pub to 
discuss, very gently, any faith 
matter of the groups’ choosing. 
The first meeting was held in 
February 2020 at the Horse and 
Groom Inn, Charlton. 
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 Our schools come to church 
and church goes to school. 
Planning took place in 2019 to 
launch an after-school club at 
Crudwell School. This was 
launched in January 2020. 

 The website has been 
revamped, posters advertising 
services and events, policies 
written, along with many risk 
assessments. 

 Towards the end of the year 
visioning work began. The main 
learning that came from this is 
the willingness for the parishes 
to work together for the 
greater good. 

I am extremely grateful to all of the 
Church Wardens for their hard 
work, their dedication and to all 
who work tirelessly to aid the 
smooth running of these churches.  

These are just a few things which 
have happened since I arrived in 
March 2019. COVID-19 has meant 
that some things are paused and 
others have needed to be restyled!  

It is a joy being here and I thank you 
for the support Mark and I have 
been given. 

I look forward to where the rest of 
2020 and beyond will take us. 

Revd. Tonya Nixon 

 
Braydon Brook Group Church 
services – November 2020 

All services commence at 10am 
(unless otherwise stated). 

1st Nov 

Oaksey Holy Communion 
Ashley Morning Prayer 
Streamed Morning Prayer 
4-6pm Crudwell church open for 
All Souls  

8th Nov 

Remembrance Sunday at 10:50am 
Zoom Evening Prayer at 6:30pm 

Charlton Remembrance Service in 
church 
Oaksey Remembrance Service in 
church 
Crudwell Remembrance Service in 
the graveyard 
Minety Remembrance Service by 
the War Memorial 
Hankerton Remembrance 
Service in the graveyard 

15th Nov 

Minety Holy Communion 
Streamed at 6:30pm 
Hankerton Morning Prayer  

22nd Nov 

Crudwell Morning Prayer  
Zoom Friends & Family Service 
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Minety  BCP Communion at 
8:30am 

29th Nov 

Charlton Morning Prayer  
Zoom Evening Prayer at 6:30pm 
Ashley Holy Communion 

N.B. Services might change should 
new restrictions be put in place 
due to COVID-19.  

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 
 

Every poppy counts 

Every poppy makes a difference to 
the lives of our Armed Forces 
community. 

The Legion has worked with its 
members, staff, volunteers and 
partners to create a range of ways 
for people to get a poppy and show 
your support in 2020. 

Like so many things this year, the 
Poppy Appeal has to adapt to the 
threat of Covid-19 and we are 
asking the public to support us like 
never before, because every poppy 
counts. 

There is a Poppy Box for this year's 
annual appeal is in the post office 

or you can look at 
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/ 

 


