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Parish Council 

Firstly, on behalf of the Parish 
Council I’d like to wish you all a very 
happy and peaceful Christmas. We 
know it will be very different 
because of lockdowns but there is 
always a way to celebrate and I 
hope you can find a solution that 
works for you and the meeting 
rules we are asked to obey. 

I’d like to mention this month the 
ongoing serious issue of 
irresponsible drivers who speed 
though our Village without 
showing any respect for our 
narrow roads and close proximity 
of pedestrians on very narrow 
pavements. The speed limits are 
being regularly ignored by cars, 
vans, lorries and even buses. 

Our speed records show that this is 
the case. Whilst Wiltshire Police 
and Wiltshire Council delay over 
future solutions- the situation 
worsens. Unfortunately, we now 
no longer have a functioning 
community speedwatch group 
because nobody is prepared to 
take it on from the previous 
champion who has retired because 
of ill health and his successor who 
is leaving. We need a new 
champion who will lead the 
ongoing work to monitor speed 
and in particular investigate with 
Wiltshire Council highways further 
potential for speed calming in the 
village. We need calming that 
works and the shop junction shows 
how successful that method can 
be. 



 

Submit articles for future Parish Newsletters to parish.news@oaksey.com by 20 January 

Only if you are interested in 
helping please contact me about 
this important matter. No 
qualifications needed just 
motivation to make Oaksey safer. 

It’s been nearly 15 years since we 
last had a welcome in a new 
villagers‘ pack so we are putting 
together a new version which will 
include , for example , how to 
access the village website and 
Buzz, an up to date house by house 
village map ( happily we can report 
that Fred Price has started to work 
on his brilliant original map from 
1999), rubbish collection dates, 
how to become a shareholder in 
our shop company plus a voucher 
for the first visit , and other useful 
contacts and bits and pieces. 

We are in the process of breaking 
the village street map down into 
small sections for which one 
volunteer for each will be asked to 
keep an eye open for new arrivals 
and after a week or two call on 
them with the welcome pack and a 
friendly face. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with this very 
worthwhile role then please 
contact David Kimbell.  

Stay safe during the pandemic and 
we will still be able to celebrate 
during the festive period. 

Richard Moody. Chair, Oaksey 
Parish Council. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
As life in lockdown continues, the 
children and staff are adapting to 
new ways of working. All Governor 
meetings are now online, as well as 
contact with Special Needs, 
Safeguarding and Local Authority 
teams. The children have received 
lessons online from the Fire Safety 
team as well as the Life Education 
Van, run by the Rotary Club and 
whilst the technology has behaved 
well (on the whole) it is not quite 
the same as receiving face to face 
learning! 

We were delighted therefore, to 
welcome Richard Pomfret from 
StaySafe to work with the older 
children, encouraging them to 
‘speak out and tell someone’ if they 
were feeling unhappy or unable to 
cope with a situation. He is 
returning at the end of November 
to help train our StaySafe mentors 
who support other children with 
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day to day life. This is a 
continuation of the work Richard 
did with the school just before 
lockdown last year, so it is good to 
be able to pick this up again. 

We have also been able to have a 
full day of first aid training from the 
Emergency Awareness Team at 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance for all the 
children. Depending on their ages 
the children learnt about carrying 
out CPR, making a 999 call, putting 
an injured person in the recovery 
position, helping someone who is 
choking and controlling bleeding. 
Last year the school and 
community raised £2,500 for 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance and we 
are collecting donations this term. 
If anyone would like to make a 
donation, please feel free to drop 
in through the school letter box 
and we will make sure they receive 
it. 

Children in Need Day found the 
children and staff wearing their 
nightwear and bringing their 
teddies to school, whilst raising 
funds. The staff particularly 
enjoyed the opportunity of 
wearing their slippers for the day!  

We are now preparing for 
Christmas activities, including 
hopefully videoing a performance 
of our Christmas play that we can 

send out to parents. It is just a 
question of approaching events 
and activities from a different point 
of view and plan of action! 
Although Christmas may be very 
different this year, we wish all our 
children, staff, families and wider 
village community, a peaceful and 
merry Christmas and most 
importantly, a happy and more 
settled New Year. 

Ursula Scott & Denise Bray 
Co-Headteachers 

 
 

Friends of Oaksey School 

We are extremely grateful to all the 
support we have received this year 
from parents and the community. 
Despite the current situation we 
have still managed some 
fundraising, our biggest being the 
Pumpkin Trail which raised a 
fantastic £405. The Pumpkin Trail 
was a great village event, and we 
loved all the creativeness around 
the village. The winner of the 
Pumpkin Display was The Nicholls’ 
with McPumpkin, and the winner 
of the Trail Map Find the Word was 
Darcy & Bronte. Thank you to all 
who contributed to our Bag 2 
School donation, we raised £124 
which was our best to date. There 
is another collection booked for 
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Tuesday 26th January, if you are 
planning another sort out. 

We are a Registered Charity and 
rely on donations to support our 
school, so here is how you can 
donate at no extra cost to yourself, 
whilst online shopping. You can 
shop via EasyFundraising 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.
uk/causes/oakseycofeps We are 
also a Charity listed on Amazon 
where you can select Friends of 
Oaksey School in the Amazon Smile 
settings. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year. 

Beth Hendry 
FoOS Chair 2020 

Friendsofoakseyschool@hotmail.com 
 
 

Mother’s Union  

Sadly, we have obviously had to 
cancel our meeting last week when 
we should have had Martin Green 
which we were looking forward to. 
Our December meeting will be our 
Christmas gathering on Thursday 
10th December at 10.30am with 
Margaret Godfrey in Minety, which 

will depend on the lockdown being 
cancelled by then and enough 
people being allowed to be 
together. On to the New Year and 
we hope to meet for our AGM on 
Thursday 14th January probably in 
Malmesbury with Pam Osborne 
but a note will be sent out to 
confirm this and of course it will 
again depend on what is allowed 
by then. So we do hope that all is 
well with members and look 
forward to getting together again 
and in the meantime lucky people 
like me are able to get together 
with families with Zoom both for 
Sunday meetings and family 
gatherings with thanks to 
inventions like Zoom which take in 
meetings in New Zealand as well as 
locally. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Again, we have got very little to 
report this month.  

At a Committee meeting on 12th 
November we thanked Margaret 
Rhodes for all her hard work as 
treasurer for the WI. Liz will take on 
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this role until 14th January when 
we will hold an AGM (probably by 
Zoom depending on the Covid 
restrictions at the time). Also we 
hope to have some sort of 
Christmas get-together in 
December, but we will know more 
on this after 2nd December. 

Sadly, we have lost both Secretary 
and Treasurer over the past few 
months so will need to fill these 
roles if the WI in Oaksey is to 
continue. 

The book swap in the phone box at 
the Minety Lane end of the village 
will remain open for the time being 
– there is some new stock in there 
for your lockdown reading. We will 
keep an eye on the condition of the 
books and may close it if their 
condition deteriorates during the 
winter months. 

If you want further information, 
please contact the secretary at 
OakseyWI@outlook.com. 

Liz Fleming 
OakseyWI@outlook.com 

 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

In common with 
most 
organisations, the Flower Club has 
been unable to meet for many 
months, with all events arranged 
for 2020 since February sadly 
cancelled. Given the recent 
resurgence of the virus and the 
lockdown, it is currently impossible 
to predict when we will be able to 
get together again. Nevertheless, 
behind the scenes the committee 
has remained active and work has 

continued on planning 
future events for next 
year and beyond. 

Although a full 
programme for 2021 has 
already been arranged, 
incorporating several 
events postponed from 
2020, at the time of 
writing we are in 
lockdown and it seems 
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very likely that some of these will 
not go ahead. We will continue to 
keep you informed through these 
articles. Fortunately, the club 
remains in a strong position 
financially and is run by an 
enthusiastic committee, so we will 
get through this difficult period and 
bounce back. 

Our programme is always very 
varied and includes a good mix of 
workshops, demonstrations, social 
events and visits, all incorporating 
flowers in some shape or form. 
Meetings would normally take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall on 
the third Wednesday evening of 
the month, with visitors and 
potential new members welcome. 
We are a friendly and enthusiastic 
group with members from 
throughout the area and really look 
forward to welcoming both our 
current members and any guests as 
soon as we can. 

We wish all our members and 
friends a very Happy Christmas and 
all the best for the New Year. In the 
meantime stay safe and well. If 
you’d like to get in touch, we can 
be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

We shall be meeting (if restrictions 
allow) on Wednesday December 
2nd and on 6th January at 7.30pm 
in Coates village hall.  

Please contact Pat in confidence 
for more details. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 
 

2020 Poppy Appeal thanks  

Oaksey shop collected £185.77p 

A Big thankyou to everyone who 
contributed. 

Pat Ayres MBE 
Poppy area organizer Kemble and 

district 
 
 

Carer Support 

GP practices in Wiltshire that are 
providing the best support to 
unpaid carers have been 
recognised in the Wiltshire 
Investors in Carers GP 
Accreditation Scheme. 

The awards recognise and 
celebrate those Wiltshire GP 
practices who have met a number 
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of requirements, including 
maintaining an up-to-date carer 
register, having a carers’ lead and 
providing clear information and 
flexible appointments for carers. 

Among the surgeries receiving 
awards were: 

Cricklade Surgery – Platinum 

Malmesbury Primary Care Centre – 
Platinum 

Purton – Silver 

This is the eighth year that Carer 
Support Wiltshire has coordinated 
the awards, which were set up to 
ensure more consistency in the 
support carers receive within GP 
practices. The awards are funded 
by Wiltshire Council and the NHS 
Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group.  

Tracey Cox, Chief Executive, Bath 
and North East Somerset, Swindon 
and Wiltshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group, said:  

“A lot is often said about the 
immense value of carers and, while 
it’s impossible to quantify just how 
important they are, we know that 
carers nationwide are able to save 
the country’s economy more than 
£130 billion each year showing 
their immeasurable worth. 

“It is so important to identify carers 
in our community and to provide 
them with the right support and 
help that they need. I am pleased 
that so many more GP practices 
across Wiltshire are providing this 
support and being recognised for 
their efforts through this great 
Accreditation Scheme.” 

Kath Brice 
 
 

 

December 2020 services at 
Oaksey (to be confirmed) 

Sunday, 6th December – Holy 
Communion service at 10am. 

Sunday, 20th December – Worship 
with Carols (hummed??) service at 
10am. 

Friday, 25th December – Christmas 
Day Holy Communion service at 
11am on Oaksey Playing Field. 

January 2021 services at 
Oaksey (to be confirmed) 

Sunday, 17th January – Matins 
service at 10am. 
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Benefice Christmas Card 

A Benefice Christmas card from the 
PCC here in Oaksey and the other 
five Churches that make up the 
Braydon Brook Group of Churches 
will detail all of the Christmas 
services and will be delivered to all 
Oaksey residents.  

Greetings from Revd. Tonya  

As I write this letter, I realised that 
today is National Kindness Day. In 
realising this, it made me stop, 
reflect and think about all the 
kindnesses that I have seen 
throughout 2020. I picture folk 
shopping for others, phones calls 
being made just to say hello to 
someone, cakes being baked and 
then left on another person’s 
doorstep, my list could go on and 
on. 

What a year it has been. So much 
pain, but also so much kindness. It 
will be December by the time you 
read these words. I wonder how 
your December is going so far? 
Busy? Stressful? Quiet? Fun? 
Lonely? 

In the church’s year, it is now 
Advent. A season where we are 
encouraged to be quiet, to reflect 
and to be still. And maybe this year 
of all years, we all perhaps need to 

grab a moment to stop and take in 
the view around you. Should you 
do this, I wonder what you will 
find? What you will see? You’ll find 
services for the Benefice in this 
magazine. These are planned in the 
hope that your church will be re-
opened and therefore services will 
be able to go ahead. Some services 
will be held outside, deliberately 
so, as numbers of people may well 
be high. I am praying that the 
weather will be kind! So, going on 
this month: Advent Peace, Worship 
and Carols, Angel Trails, Christingle 
services, Crib services and so much 
more. Will we be allowed to sing? 
We just don’t know. Will we be in 
our churches again? We just don’t 
know. So, we are offering a range 
of services on-line as well. None of 
us know what our Christmas will 
really look like and none of us know 
what 2021 will bring. But the good 
news is that love came down at 
Christmas and dwells among us. I 
hope you all have a peaceful 
Christmas and a blessed New Year.  

Happy Christmas  

Revd. Tonya Nixon 
 

Highlights of Braydon Brook 
Group Church services – 
December 2020 
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Come and be a part of the 
Christmas Services and Events 
planned within the Braydon Brook 
Benefice Churches during 
December. 

Christingle 
Service 

Sunday, 6th 
December at 
3pm at 

Crudwell 
Church. 

A short service of carols as we 
unpack the meaning behind the 
orange, ribbon, candles and 
sweets. 

Great fun for all the family. 

Advent 
Peace  

Wednesday, 
9th & 16th 
December 
at 6pm at 
Crudwell 
Church. 

30 minutes of quiet, in a candle lit 
church. 

No service, no hymns, no sermon, 
just peace. 

A time to be…… 

A Dressing of the 
Christmas Tree 
Service 

Sunday, 13th 
December at 

10am Outside Charlton Church. 

All hands are needed to decorate 
the Church’s Christmas Tree at this 
special service.  

Bring a decoration or use one 
already here. 

Worship & 
Carols 

Sunday, 
13th 
December. 

3pm Outside Hankerton Church. 
5pm Outside Crudwell Church. 

Sunday, 20th December. 
10am Oaksey Church. 
3pm Outside Charlton Church. 
5pm Outside Ashley Church. 
5pm Outside Minety Church. 
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Join the 
Angel Trail    

Sunday, 20th 
December at 
2pm. 

Come for a wonder around the 
graveyard. Hunt for angels as they 
share the Christmas story. And end 
the trail with a Christmas treat!  

Happening in Charlton, Crudwell, 
Hankerton, Minety and Oaksey 
churchyards.   

Christmas 
Eve Crib 
Service 

Thursday, 
24th 
December at 3pm Outside 
Crudwell Church. 

Why not come as one of the 
characters from the Christmas 
story as we travel back to 
remember the birth of Jesus. 

Christmas Day 
Services 

Friday, 25th 
December. 

Shortened Communion  

9:30am at Ashley & Minety. 
10am at Charlton. 
11am at Hankerton & Oaksey. 

Morning Prayer  
10am at Crudwell. 

Coffee & Quiz 
via Zoom 

Come & join 
Revd. Tonya 
as she hosts 
the Benefice 
Quiz!  

Wednesday, 9th December at 
10:30am. 

Bring your own coffee, cake, 
biscuit....and, of course, pencil and 
pad!  Please email 
admin@deanery.org.uk if you 
would like to join and we will send 
you the login details. 

Please see the full list of services 
below for all services taking place. 
As you will appreciate, government 
guidelines may result in services 
and activities not being able to take 
place as planned.  

Please check 
www.braydonbrook.co.uk or the 
Braydon Brook Churches Facebook 
page for the latest information, or 
email: admin@deanery.org.uk for 
details and Zoom logins. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 



 

 

Services in Church & outside Church  Services Online 
 

Sunday 6th 
Hankerton Holy Communion 10am 10am Reflective Morning Prayer 
Crudwell Christingle 3pm 
Oaksey Holy Communion 10am 6pm Evening Prayer  
 

Wednesday 9th  
Crudwell Advent Peace 6pm  
 

Sunday 13th 
Minety BCP Holy Communion 8:30am 
Ashley Holy Communion 10am 10am Morning Prayer with Agape Fellowship Meal 
Charlton Dressing of Xmas Tree (outside) 10am 
Hankerton Worship & Carols (outside) 3pm 
Crudwell Worship & Carols (outside) 5pm 
 

Wednesday 16th 
Crudwell Advent Peace 6pm 
 

Sunday 20th 
Oaksey Worship & Carols 10am 10am Zoom Nativity service 
Ashley Worship & Carols (outside) 5pm 
Charlton Worship & Carols (outside) 3pm 6pm Streamed Carol service 
Minety Carol Concert (outside) 5pm 
Angel Trail in all Churches (outside) 2pm 
 

Thursday 24th (Christmas Eve)  
Crudwell Crib service (outside) 3pm 2pm Family service 
Crudwell Midnight Mass 11:30pm 
 

Friday 25th (Christmas Day) 
Oaksey Shortened Holy Communion 11am 10am Deanery online service 
on Oaksey Playing Field 



 

 

Bring along an opened present from Santa. 
Charlton Shortened Holy Communion 10am 
Crudwell Morning Prayer 10am 
Hankerton Shortened Holy Communion 11am 
Minety Shortened Holy Communion 9:30am 
Ashley Shortened Holy Communion 9:30am 
Bring along an opened present from Santa. 
 

Sunday 27th 
Crudwell Holy Communion 10am No online services 
 

Sunday 3rd January 
Crudwell Holy Communion 10am 10am Zoom Morning Prayer   
  10:45am Agape Fellowship Meal  
 

Sunday 10th  
Ashley Morning Prayer 10am 
Minety Holy Communion 10am  6pm Zoom Evening Prayer 
 

Sunday 17th  
Hankerton Holy Communion 10am  6pm Streamed at 6:30pm service 
Oaksey Matins 10am 
 

Sunday 24th  
Charlton Morning Prayer 10am  10am Zoom Friends & Family service 
Ashley BCP Communion 8:30am 
 

Sunday 31st  
Minety Morning Prayer  10am  6pm Evening Prayer 
Crudwell Holy Communion 10am 


