
Oaksey Village News 
 

 

Keep in touch at www.oakseyvillage.org and via the 
Oaksey Buzz email service 

February 2021 

Parish Council 

A new year but the same pandemic 
and we still need to maintain the 
lockdown to keep all of us safe. It’s 
difficult but essential. 

The Parish Council continues to 
meet remotely as do Wiltshire 
Council and all of its sub 
committees. Business can still 
progress and a few of the main 
items are described below. 

The Parish Council has discussed 
the serious speeding situation in 
our narrow streets and has been 
looking for help from Wiltshire 
Council and the Police in relation to 
further measures to keep traffic to 
the 30 and 20 limits. These are 
always controversial and wouldn’t 
be needed if drivers acted 
responsibly. There is an important 
meeting coming up with the Police 
and Crime Commissioner and 
candidates for that post in the next 
election. All of the North Wiltshire 

villages plagued by this problem 
are pushing for more action.  

The Oaksey Low Carbon Energy 
Project has progressed. Our 
development funding has helped 
us to apply for capital funds for 
some of the cost of heat pumps for 
the School and Village Hall. 
Unfortunately, the Government 
grant fund has been 
oversubscribed and we now need 
to wait to see if more money 
becomes available. 

Also currently there are a number 
of remote consultations going on 
to inform the Wiltshire Local Plan 
development. The Council will 
discuss this next month as 
potential new house numbers are 
involved. The Government is 
demanding a massive increase in 
house building in Wiltshire of 40-
45,000 homes from 20116- 2036, 
particularly in Principle and Market 
towns, and Oaksey will be involved 
but we hope to a minor degree. All 
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details are online and meetings are 
open. 

Finally, we have been discussing 
the planning condition 
contraventions at the Village pond 
site which have been the subject of 
an enforcement notice and 
another planning application which 
was refused and now an appeal. 
These concern the planning 
conditions relating to the 
boundaries of the houses in our 
conservation area and also the 
ecological conditions related to the 
pond and its wildlife. The 
requirements for boundaries are 
very clear in our neighbourhood 
plan and Wiltshire Council have 
thankfully supported our guidance 
which is there to preserve the 
beauty of our Village for all. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
Well, what a start to 2021!  But 
before we update you with all the 
latest school news, we must say a 
fond farewell to Mrs Scott who 

finally retired at the end of last 
term. Mrs Scott kindly stepped 
back into the role of Interim Acting 
Headteacher with myself from 
September through to December.  
She had been Headteacher at 
Oaksey CE Primary for nearly 19 
years. In that time, she 
transformed a very small school 
into a thriving place of learning.  
She oversaw the building of not 
only the school hall, music room, 
kitchen and toilets but also a new 
classroom at the back and “The 
Hive” learning space. During her 
reign the pond and wooded area 
were developed and more recently 
the new play equipment for the 
children. She was extremely 
dedicated to the school and the 
children who passed through and 
we would like to say a HUGE thank 
you for all her hard work. We were 
able to celebrate with her at the 
end of term, with the children 
singing songs, sharing memories 
and playing their instruments.  We 
sent her off with a new bench set 
for her garden and a replica of the 
glass school cross which shines 
brightly in the heart of our school. 

Since returning to school in the 
New Year I have taken on the 
responsibility as Oaksey School’s 
new Headteacher, having already 
been part of Oaksey school for 
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more than 23 years, I am very 
much looking forward the new 
challenges ahead. Like many other 
schools up and down the country 
we have had to close our doors to 
the majority of children during this 
lockdown. We have stayed open 
for a few children whose parents 
are Critical Key Workers or for 
children who meet the 
Government criteria. We currently 
have just over 20% of the children 
in school and are working hard to 
support all our home-schooling 
children and their parents.  
Teachers are setting work and 
interacting with those at home via 
emails, recorded lessons and live 
Zoom sessions. Remote learning is 
evolving with the needs of our 
children and their families. I think 
we all appreciate this is a difficult 
time for many and this Lockdown 
feels harder than any that have 
gone before. We have a lot more 
parents that are continuing to work 
this time, which means home-
learning is a little less fun! All the 
staff are very much looking 
forward to getting the children 
back into school as soon as it can 
be done safely and we are allowed. 

Denise Bray 
Headteacher 

 
 

Mother’s Union  

With the frequent lockdowns we 
have been unable to have any 
meetings and the latest we had to 
cancel was our AGM this month. 
However, emails and messages 
have gone round and as this is the 
last in the triennial we can keep the 
committee as it is but in fact we are 
thinking of some changes. Jane 
Gibbs has in fact mostly given up 
the leader’s work and Pam 
Osborne has taken on most as well 
as the Treasurer which she would 
like to pass on, and Margaret 
Godfrey is still Speaker’s Secretary, 
and of course no speakers at 
present until we are likely to have 
the pleasure of a meeting with a 
speaker. Brenda Sheppard is still 
our most excellent minutes 
secretary and all messages get 
circulated by her so we are kept 
informed. 

One piece of information which we 
all had was that our Diocesan 
President, Aurea Heart, was in 
hospital with a lung complaint but 
thankfully fairly soon recovered 
and is home and hoping we shall be 
able to get together at meetings 
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and services which we so much 
miss. At present there is no 
likelihood of life opening up again 
but we pray that there is a time 
when we shall meet again and we 
shall all keep well. Then we shall  be 
a committee led group going on 
into the future 

With blessings on us all. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

We had hoped to hold a pop-up 
coffee event for members in 
December but this had to be 
cancelled owing to the new 
restrictions, but we were able to 
wish our members a Happy 
Christmas with a Christmas card 

and a goody bag of some Christmas 
delights!!! We also supported the 
Oaksey Christmas Market by 
members providing cakes for the 
cake stall. 

Obviously face-to-face meetings 
are still not allowed so we decided 
to hold our AGM on Zoom on 14th 
January. 9 members attended. The 
Committee was re–elected en bloc 
and Jenny our President will 
continue in this role. Di has offered 
to join the Committee and help 
with the Minutes. Jenny reported 
on our activity during the year and 
thanked everyone for their support 
during a difficult twelve months. 
The accounts were presented and 
agreed. It was agreed that those 
who can’t use the Zoom platform 
will have the information from the 
AGM delivered in paper form, and 
also will be kept informed of what 
is happening with their WI. 

Members were keen to 
hold regular chats online 
and a coffee/tea get-
together on Zoom has 
been organised for 28th 
January. The Committee is 
intending to hold the 
February and March 
meetings by Zoom with 
the possibility of a 
speaker.  
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If you want further information 
please contact the secretary at 
OakseyWI@outlook.com. 

Liz Fleming 
OakseyWI@outlook.com 

 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The Flower Club 
very much look 
forward to resuming activities later 
this year all being well, and to 
welcoming back members, friends 
and hopefully a few new members 
when conditions allow. 
Unfortunately it’s now clear that by 
the time we do this it will have 
been well over a year since we last 
got together in person at a regular 
meeting. In the meantime we have 
tried to keep in touch through 
newsletters, technology and an 
occasional competition. 

A full programme of events for 
2021 has been arranged, which we 
will resume once restrictions are 
eased. We are also actively making 
plans for several special events 
during our Golden Jubilee year in 
2022. 

Our programme is always very 
varied and includes a good mix of 

workshops, demonstrations, social 
events and visits, all incorporating 
flowers in some shape or form. 
Meetings would normally take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall on 
the third Wednesday evening of 
the month, with visitors and 
potential new members welcome. 
We are a friendly and enthusiastic 
group with members from 
throughout the area. 

If you’d like to get in touch we can 
be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com and 
more information can also be 
found on our Facebook page. 

We wish you all the best during 
these challenging times, and hope 
you stay safe and well. 

Liz 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

The group did meet in December 
and January and many thanks to 
Coates village hall for its COVID 
base hiring procedures. 
Government guidelines were 
followed as support/voluntary 
groups for vulnerable people were 
allowed to meet in a public place. 
Although due to full lockdown now 
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Coates village hall committee will 
be reviewing. Also Brian and I came 
under some pressure from our 
family too that we weren’t to put 
ourselves at risk. So unfortunately 
for the time being NO support 
meetings will be held.  

I am still offering to speak to 
anyone on the phone or have an 
exchange of emails. 

I can also signpost callers to online 
support and organizations that 
offer virtual support if they so wish. 

Please contact Pat me in 
confidence for more details. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Services 

Please note that all services, both 
within & outside all Churches in the 
Braydon Brook Group of Churches, 
have been ‘paused’ until further 
notice because of the Coronavirus 
pandemic and this current 

lockdown. However, Oaksey 
Church can be opened for private 
prayer. Please see the contact 
details of the Churchwardens on 
the Church Noticeboard who will 
be able to make the necessary 
arrangements for you. 

There will be services taking place 
via Zoom from the comfort of your 
own homes – please see below for 
further details. 

If you would like to take part in any 
of these on-line services, please 
contact our Administrator, Alison 
Withers, who will provide you with 
the Zoom login and password 
details. Alison’s email address is: 

admin@deanery.org.uk 
 

Braydon Brook Group Church 
services via Zoom & YouTube – 
February 2021 

7th February 

10:00am Morning Worship 
Streamed via YouTube 

16:30pm Teatime Service 

14th February 

10:00am Zoom Morning Prayer  

18:00pm Zoom Evening Prayer  

17th February 
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17:30pm Ash Wednesday 
Reflection 

21st February 

10:00am Zoom Friends & Family 
Service  

28th February 

10:00am Zoom Morning Prayer 
with Agape Fellowship 
Meal 

18:00pm Zoom Evening Prayer 

Additionally, we have Morning 
Prayer via Zoom at 8:30am on a 
Tuesday and 9:30am on a Friday. 
All are welcome.  

Please visit our website 
www.braydonbrook.co.uk or email 
admin@deanery.org.uk for more 
details. 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

Hello Friends. I am writing this 
letter in mid-January. Its gloomy 
out and the news reports are 
similar. However, I met someone 
whilst out on a stroll earlier and 
they spoke with joy about having 
just had their first jab. It lifted my 
soul to hear their words and as we 
walked away from one another, 
the sun popped out and I felt for a 
brief moment warmth on my face!  

It is easy to be gloomy at this time 
and it may be hard to look for those 
moments of joy, but you know they 
are there, all we have to do is look 
and see.  

I was told this story the other day, 
you may have heard it as it was 
reported on the Today Programme 
on Radio 4. Each day a lady lights a 
candle, makes herself a large glass 
of gin and tonic, with ice and a slice 
(of course!) and sits before the 
candle, nursing her drink and giving 
thanks for the day that she has had. 
It’s a rather beautiful image and 
one I am thinking about trying 
myself! Stopping for a few 
moments, resting and reflecting.  

Well, you may not believe in God, 
but this to me sounds like prayer, a 
prayer of thanksgiving for all that 
we have. Maybe this February you 
could do the same, with or without 
the G&T or candle. Just stopping 
for a moment and embracing all 
the good in our lives.  

You may have heard that I have 
taken the decision to close our 
churches for the duration of 
lockdown. All of the services are 
now on-line and can be found on 
the website. It was not an easy 
decision, but the health and safety 
of all who attend is paramount. 
Should you wish to go into your 
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local church for prayer or just to be, 
either ring me or contact one of the 
Church Wardens and we will gladly 
open it for you.  

I send blessings to you all. Stay 
safe.  

Revd. Tonya 
 

PCC Drinks Party 

As you know, this normally takes 
place in February each year at 
Oaksey House. The purpose of the 
party is to not only thank all those 
who have helped the Church in any 
way, but also to extend the 
invitation to everyone who has 
helped with other village activities, 
such as the Fete, the Shop, the 

Village Hall, the Playing Field, the 
Lunch Club, PHEW, the School 
Governors, the History Society and, 
of course, the Parish Council. 

It will come as no surprise to you 
that, because of the Coronavirus 
pandemic and this current 
lockdown, this event will not take 
place this year. 

Let us hope that by February next 
year we will have returned to some 
sort of normality and we will be 
able to, once again, host this very 
enjoyable event for the village. 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 



 

 

 


