
Oaksey 
Village News 

 

Keep in touch at www.oakseyvillage.org and via the 
Oaksey Buzz email service 

March 2021 

Parish Council 

As I write this note it does feel as 
though we are starting to emerge 
from the lockdown and can look 
forward to the summer. At least 
the flowers are starting to bloom 
and that always gives a lift to 
spirits. Oaksey always looks 
fabulous in the Spring and I know 
we will all do our bit to smarten up 
our frontages to help this along. 

As I mentioned last month 
Wiltshire Council, like all other 
large Councils, are currently 
reviewing their local plans -the key 
planning document- primarily to 
meet the Government’s massive 
house building targets up until 
2036. There have been a number of 
online meetings for consultation 
and details about plans for rural 
areas like ours can be found at: 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/plan
ning-policy-local-plan-review-
consultation 

As you can imagine the allocation 
of numbers of homes to areas is 
very controversial and most will be 
built in the County’s larger market 
towns, nearer employment 
centres. Nevertheless, villages will 
have to take a share and Oaksey is 
in that group. The numbers for 
Oaksey are still being finalised but 
we are hopeful that the number 
will be small because of our current 
increase in building. Any sites that 
we do have to find will be planned 
for affordable homes to help us 
continue to balance the size and 
cost of homes we have in the 
village. Our Neighbourhood Plan 
review will be the route through 
which this planning work is 
achieved. 
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On a more day to day level the 
Parish Council has also been 
discussing improvements to the 
fencing on the playing field and 
adding a much needed light to the 
school defibrillator so that we can 
see the numbers clearly in an 
emergency. (remember C123X . 
These may be the most important 
5 digits you keep.) The shop 
defibrillator is not locked. 

The Village hall team have been 
working hard during the lockdown 
to spruce up the Hall and have 
been able to win some grant aid to 
help with the costs. I’m sure we are 
all waiting to be able to use the hall 
again soon and support all of the 
events that will be planned. 

Finally, a quick reminder again that 
if you are aware of more 
newcomers to the Village that we 
haven’t yet got on our welcome list 
then please let David Kimbell or 
myself know. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

 
I thought it would be rather nice for 
some of our pupils to contribute 
towards our article this month. 
Two families were asked to 
contribute; a brother and sister 
who are having a mix of home and 
school learning and a young lady in 
year 6 who is having to come to 
terms with remote/home learning 
for a second time. I would like to 
thank them all for writing their 
pieces and I hope that you enjoy 
reading them and get a feel for 
what it is like for the pupils in our 
care during this third “Lock Down”. 

“We are in the Key Worker class 
three days a week when Mum and 
Dad are at work. In the Key Worker 
class we sit next to each other 
which is really fun. We really like 
being able to see other children in 
school, have made lots of new 
friends and we play some brilliant 
games at playtime. We know that 
we are really lucky that we are in 
school because the teachers are 
there to help us and we’re not 
doing home school all the time. 
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We really really miss our friends at 
home and hope they’re alright and 
that we can see them again soon.” 

By Oliver and Hannah McKay 
 

“My lockdown experience has been 
quite tough, but there are also a 
few good things about lockdown, 
just not as many. I have been 
struggling to concentrate at my 
work because I am not at my 
normal work space and I can easily 
get distracted from something else 
in my room. I haven’t been able to 
see many of my friends and that 
has really impacted in my life 
because I think socialising with 
people the same age as you is so 
important in life because they 
understand you so much better and 
you can just have fun with them, 
forgetting about all your worries 
and setting them aside just for a 
little bit. 

But I do think I have been 
socialising so much more with my 
family which is so amazing, before 
lockdown our family was so busy 
driving back and forth to places for 
my brother and me. Me and 
brother did so much sport before 
we went into lockdown therefore, 
we barely had any time to do 
anything together in the evenings, 
so that is a positive side of 

lockdown. When you’re in 
lockdown you don’t have anything 
to do, so all you can do is think and 
sometimes I feel very sad and just 
want to stay in my room all day. 
This lockdown has been a lot better 
because last lockdown we didn’t 
have as much work set and then I 
started to slip because I wasn’t 
learning much, but this time I have 
every single subject set and we 
have a zoom call every week which 
is really good and helpful.” 

Tallulah Hitchcock-Smith. 
 
 

Mother’s Union  

Since we are still not allowed to be 
together we managed our 
February meeting by email and 
Pam Osborne gave us a most 
interesting “talk” on her time in 
Ireland as a member of a 
Mothers’Union branch in southern 
Ireland with visits to interesting 
places and interesting meetings. It 
was sad to hear that what was a 
good busy branch has now closed 
and our diocesan President, Aurea 
Hart, has written about closing 
branches in her new year letter to 
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the diocese. She hopes branches 
will all find ways of keeping open 
and certainly we are still together 
even if it is over the airwaves and 
surely by the summer we shall be 
able to gather in gardens, and look 
back to small groups even in a 
garage if nowhere else! 

Our March meeting is Thursday the 
11th when Sarah Wyman will give 
us thoughts for Lent, again over the 
email if we are still locked in, so 
look forward to being able to see 
that. The Women’s World Day of 
Prayer is Friday 5th March and that 
will probably come to us over the 
airwaves and we can keep watch 
for anything else that may come to 
us thanking God for the amazing 
inventions that keep us in touch.   

With good wishes to everyone and 
hope you are all well. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

Since the start of 2021 we have 
been a ‘virtual organisation’ - 
meeting mainly online through 

Zoom but corresponding with our 
non-zoom members also. 

Members are keen to hold regular 
chats online and a coffee/tea get-
together on Zoom was held 28th 
January, giving members a chance 
to chat and catch up. Our February 
WI Zoom meeting was a talk by 
Chris O’Grady entitled ‘Keep the 
sea on the left and turn right at 
Lands End. Tales of a haphazard 
trek around the edge of a 
“Sceptred Isle’. This was an 
account, with photos, of his 
walking trip around England and 
Wales and it was a most interesting 
and entertaining talk, where on his 
route he saw some amazing 
scenery and met some fascinating 
people. Our next online chat is 
Thursday 25th February at 2pm, 
and on 11th March at 7.15 for 
7.30pm we are having a talk on 
Zoom on ‘The benefits of 
reflexology’ by Judith Humphreys.  

We are provisionally planning our 
programme for the year. One 
highlight will be the return of 
historian Gillian White on 15th May 
at 7.15pm with a talk 'Robert 
Dudley, Queen Elizabeth and the 
Kenilworth entertainment of 
1575’. This will be either digitally or 
maybe face-to face – who knows!!!  
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If you are missing some social 
contact then please do get in touch 
as we are open to new members or 
enquiries, or just a taster!!! 

If you want further information 
please contact the secretary at 
OakseyWI@outlook.com. 

Liz Fleming 
OakseyWI@outlook.com 

 
 

North Wiltshire 
Villages Flower 
Club 

The Flower Club 
very much look 
forward to resuming activities later 
this year all being well, and to 
welcoming back members, friends 
and hopefully a few new members 
when conditions allow. 
Unfortunately it’s now clear that by 
the time we do this it will have 
been well over a year since we last 
got together in person at a regular 
meeting. In the meantime we have 
tried to keep in touch through 
newsletters, technology and an 
occasional competition. 

A full programme of events for 
2021 has been arranged, which we 
will resume once restrictions are 
eased. We are also actively making 
plans for several special events 

during our Golden Jubilee year in 
2022. 

Our programme is always very 
varied and includes a good mix of 
workshops, demonstrations, social 
events and visits, all incorporating 
flowers in some shape or form. 
Meetings would normally take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall on 
the third Wednesday evening of 
the month, with visitors and 
potential new members welcome. 
We are a friendly and enthusiastic 
group with members from 
throughout the area. 

If you’d like to get in touch we can 
be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com and 
more information can also be 
found on our Facebook page. 

We wish you all the best during 
these challenging times, and hope 
you stay safe and well. 

Liz 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com 

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

Unfortunately for the time being 
NO support meetings will be held. 
This could change hopefully very 
soon. 
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I am still offering to speak to 
anyone on the phone or have an 
exchange of emails. 

I can also signpost callers to online 
support and organizations that 
offer virtual support if they so wish. 

The planned concert starring the 
Stuart Singers to be held in the 
Sundial theatre Cirencester College 
rescheduled from last October to 
this September has now been put 
back to May 13th 2022. !! This is to 
raise money for the National BEAT 
support helplines.  

Please contact in confidence for 
more details.. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 
 

 

March Services across the 
Braydon Brook Benefice 

Sunday Services in Oaksey Church 
are paused at the moment, but our 
Churches are open for private 

prayer, please contact the 
Churchwardens.  

For details of the online services 
see the page at the end of the 
newsletter. Please visit our website 
www.braydonbrook.co.uk or email 
bbbandgb@gmail.com for updates 
and more details. 

Our YouTube link is 
https://minetyonline.com/church/ 

We have Morning Prayer via Zoom 
at 8:30am on a Tuesday and 
9:30am on a Friday. All are 
welcome 

Jerry Falkingham 
577956 

jf6@btinternet.com 
 
 

Braydon Brook Coffee & Quiz

 

Come and be part of the Braydon 
Brook Coffee & Quiz via Zoom. 

Wednesday, 10th and 24th March 
at 10:30am 

Revd. Tonya leads a light hearted 
general knowledge quiz on Zoom. 
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To join in, please email 
bbbandgb@gmail.com for the 
login details. 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya  

I wonder how you are? I wonder 
how this third lockdown is 
impacting on you? For me, it feels 
heavy and endless, though 
thankfully there is an end in sight. 
It is a delight when I happen upon 
people and they tell me that they 
have had their first vaccination, 
their joy is infectious!  

The church is in the season of Lent, 
a time where we are encouraged to 
either give up something or take 
something else on, or do both. But 
it seems like most of us have been 
doing this throughout 2020 and 
2021. And doing more, well, so 
many of you have helped others in 
so many ways. Our communities 
here in Braydon Brook Benefice 
have been amazing.  

So, this Lent, what should we do? 
Maybe we should spend some time 

lamenting all those unfulfilled 
dreams and plans we had for last 
year and this; for those 
celebrations which perhaps did not 
take place, for those weddings 
which have not happened yet, for 
all those lives lost. Lent, maybe it is 
our time for lament. Though, you 
know, with every side that is dark, 
there is a light. The light is coming 
in many varying guises, in the 
vaccine, in the lengthening of days, 
in the arrival of spring. So yes, let’s 
lament for a while, but then, let’s 
stop, look around and delight in all 
that we see. 

As I write, in late January, your 
churches remain shut. I hope and 
pray that, as we journey towards 
the great festival of Easter, the 
doors will open again and we will 
be able to safely join together and 
celebrate the risen Christ.  

Every blessing  

Tonya 
 



 

 

 

Date Services on Zoom  
 
 
 

Services on YouTube  

Sunday 7th March  Tea Time Service  
4:30pm  

Morning Worship  
10:00am 

Sunday 14th March Friends and Family  
10:00am  

 

Sunday 21st March Morning Prayer with Agape 
Fellowship Meal  
10:00am  

Evening Worship  
6:30pm  

Sunday 28th March  
Palm Sunday  

Evening Prayer / Compline  
6:00pm  

North Wilts Mission Area 
streamed service with 
Bishop Lee  

Online Services for Holy Week  
Monday 29th March 
 

Evening Prayer  
6:00pm  

 

Tuesday 30th March  Morning Prayer  
8:30am  

 

Wednesday 31st 
March 

Morning Prayer  
10:00am  

 

 
 


