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Parish Council 

The local elections for a new Police 
and Crime Commissioner and for 
our County Councillor will be taking 
place on May 6th and hopefully 
you’ve received your voting card. 
Please turn out and vote to make 
the elections as representative as 
possible. 

There will not be an election for 
our Parish Council as we have less 
than the full number standing. In 
that context I said goodbye and 
gave a sincere thanks from all of 
the Parish to the four Parish 
Councillors standing down this 
time. Carole Poulton; Carole 
Soden; Chicky Oaksey; and David 
Kimbell. I am still hopeful that 
some more Parishioners with a 
good community motive will get in 
touch with me as we will be able to 
co-opt further Councillors without 

an election. Happy to chat 
informally. 

This fabulous weather has 
encouraged us all to get outside 
and make the most of our great 
countryside. Just to remind 
everybody though that there are 
countryside rules which benefit us 
all- including landowners. Sticking 
to designated footpaths and 
avoiding private fields together 
with keeping dogs on leads where 
requested, eg the wood and 
particularly where any livestock 
are nearby, are important 
guidelines. 

The Village hall committee 
continues to put on some great 
Village events and when the 
lockdown is eased further we hope 
that Villagers will ‘flock’ to the 
offerings and help us revive our 
strong Village community. 
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The Parish Council are still 
considering a number of options 
for controlling vehicle speed 
through our very narrow streets. It 
is a pity we have to do this because 
of the irresponsible drivers who 
ignore our 20 zone and on a daily 
basis put pedestrians and our 
children at risk. Average speed 
cameras with ANPR can be very 
useful though there are always 
differing views on this issue. 
Planning this with Wiltshire and 
the Police will continue once the 
new PCC is elected. 

We are having a new light fitted to 
the school defibrillator (remember 
the code: C123X. Keep safe) which 
will come on in the dark as you 
approach. With two well placed 
defibs (the shop defib is not locked) 
we are now quite well equipped for 
emergencies. 

Finally, the Parish Council AGM 
(not held last year) will be at 
7.00pm on Friday 28th May. There 
will still be spacing rules to follow 
which we will sort out nearer the 
time. Hope you can make that as 
we review the last couple of years 
of Parish Council business. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 

Friends of Oaksey News  

Friends of Oaksey School held an 
Easter Trail, with takeaway 
refreshments on Easter Weekend 
and we would like to thank 
everyone who came along and 
supported us. We raised around 
£170 which will go in the pot 
towards further resources for 
Oaksey School. 

As the restrictions are slowly being 
eased we are looking at our future 
events, we have a cake sale at 
Malmesbury Market cross 
scheduled for Saturday 12th June 
and we are hopeful that our end of 
year barbecue will take place in 
July. 

Beth Hendry 
Co-chair FoOS 

 

Mother’s Union  

We had our April 
meeting on 
Thursday the 8th 
over the airwaves as before and a 
very interesting item from Pat 
again on some Mothers’ Union 
holidays with the Mothers’ Union 
she was with in Ireland – they went 
to visit St Canice Cathedral in 
Kilkenny built on the site of the 
Celtic Monastry and contains Irish 
marbles and kerb stones are also 
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marble and Kilkenny called the 
marble city. They also flew to 
Copenhagen and the following day 
crossed on the Baltic road/rail 
bridge to Lund where they spent 3 
days with families and finished 
with a celebration service of 900 
years of the cathedral attended by 
members of the royal families of 
Sweden and Denmark. We haven’t 
had any such events and it was 
interesting to have a detailed “talk” 
about other branch events.    We 
are now still waiting to know how 
many members we can gather 
outside and hopefully be able to be 
indoors at last by the autumn with 
as many members as we like. 

Our next meeting will be the 13th 
May and we may still be on the air 
and possibly a contribution from 
Richenda Milton-Dawes who has 
been one of our favourite speakers 
- it would be so good to be able to 
get together and really have her in 
person.   By June 10th we really 
expect to get together perhaps in a 
garden and discuss future plans 
and by 8th July we have a tea party 
on the programme and include 
Indoor Members. So let us hope all 
this will come to pass!. 

Jane Gibbs 
577282 

 

Oaksey WI  

On the 8th April 
we had a very 
pleasant stroll 
around Lower Moor Nature 
Reserve, in allowable groups, 
socially distanced. Although the 
weather was dry and sunny there 
was a cold breeze, so we wrapped 
up well! The views and wildlife 
were lovely.  Afterwards, sitting 
well-spaced on the benches, we 
had refreshments and caught up 
on all our news which was plenty as 
this was the first face-to-face 
meeting since last September. It 
was also lovely to see a couple of 
our members who have not been 
able to join our Zoom sessions. 
Those unable to attend had 
refreshments delivered later. 

Next month will see the return of 
historian Gillian White on 15th May 
at 7.15pm with a talk 'Robert 
Dudley, Queen Elizabeth and the 
Kenilworth entertainment of 
1575’. Unfortunately, this will have 
to be held on Zoom as the opening 
of the Village Hall, and possibility of 
holding meetings there, isn’t until 
17th May!!!  

If you have heard a talk given by 
Gillian White before and would like 
to join in the Zoom session with us, 
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please contact us via the email 
below. 

If you want further information, 
please contact the secretary at 
OakseyWI@outlook.com. 

Liz Fleming 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

Monthly Meetings have resumed 
in Coates community hall. At the 
last meeting attendees were able 
to voice their concerns on the 
backlog of getting professional 
support and the long waiting lists 
of getting one to one therapy 
sessions after having their first 
assessment. The pandemic has 
tripled the numbers seeking 
support and help according to the 
national organization BEAT.  

Recent news of the death of a 
young woman in her late 30’s 
actually stating that her death was 
caused by eating disorders brings 
this devastating illness into the 
public eye.  Research into deaths 
caused by E.D. has always been 
difficult as more often or not it was 
said that the cause of death was 
due to kidney failure /heart failure 
etc etc. So gathering statistics for 
Mental Health funding was lacking 

as the evidence just wasn’t 
available.  

On a positive note I was able to 
share with attendees about past 
attendees who have gone onto 
achieving A’levels, University 
degrees and even starting a family.  

Early intervention is the key so 
families should not put off their 
concerns and seek help.  

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 5th May at 7.30pm. 

Please contact in confidence for 
more details. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 

Village 
Hall 
News 

Oaksey 
Village 
Hall Committee have been busy 
organising the Oaksey Spring 
Farmers Market and the Friday 
Takeaway Nights. Both have been 
well received and we hope that you 
have enjoyed them. 

The Village notice board has been 
updated recently and we now have 
a section for Village Hall News, 
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please take a look as you pass for 
further information of our events 
and classes that are running, we 
also have a Facebook page which 
we update regularly. 

Takeaway dates for your diary: 

Friday 14th May - Gilos – Middle 
Eastern Food 

Friday 11th June – The Priory Pizzas  

The Village Hall Team 
 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

As I write, the sky is blue, the sun is 
shining and the birds are singing. 
Don’t we live in a lovely part of the 
country? How blessed are we? 

May is the season when each 
church in Braydon Brook Benefice 
has its AGM. It’s our time to review 
what has happened over the past 
12 months and it’s time to look 
towards the future and discern 
where God might be calling us.  

This month we also have Christian 
Aid Week (10th – 16th May) and 
the charities focus this year is on 
the climate emergency. Christian 

Aid writes, ‘This is one of the 
greatest injustices we face. The 
climate crisis is leaving people 
hungry, homeless and 
heartbroken.’ 

Meet Rose: 

 
‘I often feel hungry because of 
climate change, I worry a lot about 
food. I pray to God that the rainfall 
will become normal like it used to 
be. In recent years, the drought has 
been so bad that it’s caused a 
hunger crisis. Crops wither and die. 
Rivers run dry. People struggle to 
survive’. 

The coronavirus pandemic has only 
made this lack of water more 
critical for Rose. Without water for 
handwashing, it is a struggle to stay 
safe from the virus. 

To help just a little, throughout this 
week I will be cycling through the 
villages raising money for this 
charity. If you see someone 
wearing a pink top, looking out of 
breath, then that will be me! 
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Should you wish to donate, there is 
a Just giving page:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundr
aising/tonya-nixon2 

With thanks from your vicar, who is 
about to begin training by lying 
down in a dark room, whilst 
finishing off the Easter Eggs, given 
to her by the Easter Bunny! I’m 
feeling worn out already....oh 
dear...! 

Every blessing. Tonya 

Services 
All are welcome to attend any of 
the services taking place across the 
Benefice. 

Please visit our website 
www.braydonbrook.co.uk and 
Braydon Brook Churches Facebook 
Page to find out more. 

Jerry Falkingham (577956) 
jf6@btinternet.com



 

 

 


