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Parish Council 

The local elections have been 
partly completed and we now have 
three Councillors returning to the 
Parish Council- myself; Roger 
Squance and Helen Hall. At the 
May meeting I was re-elected Chair 
and Roger continues as Deputy 
Chair. We are also in the process of 
co-opting four further Councillors 
and should have these confirmed 
in June. It’s great to find others 
willing to give their valuable time 
to work for the PC. 

Chuck Berry was re-elected as our 
Wiltshire Councillor with an 
improved majority as well and we 
are pleased to welcome Chuck 
back to help us on the shop floor 
with our work in the Village. Chuck 
also Chairs the Area Management 
Board as well this year. 

The election for the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire 
has to be rerun as the winning 

candidate had to withdraw. A 
slightly farcical situation with a 
very expensive solution in a rerun 
election. 

We are continuing to lobby 
Wiltshire Highways to improve the 
condition of our Village’s roads. 
Apparently Wick Rd is scheduled 
within a year and Flintham Hill for 
2022/23. We are continuing to 
lobby for further traffic speed 
controls as our current 
circumstances do not appear to 
slow down the irresponsible 
drivers who ignore the 20 zone and 
continue to put our residents at 
risk.  

We have entered the best kept 
village competition again and with 
Anita and Paul’s help the planters 
are going to be in bloom whenever 
the weather decides to warm up. 
Please keep up the usual high 
standards in your front gardens- 
when the weather allows. 
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The playground equipment is being 
maintained – mainly thanks to 
Roger- and this is an annual task. 
The safety standards are high. It’s 
great to see all of the kit being used 
on a fine day. If we all look after it 
then we will have many more years 
of great entertainment. 

As far as the low carbon energy 
project is concerned there is a 
chance that another phase of the 
Government’s decarbonisation 
scheme will be launched and we 
will look at bidding again in to that. 
The hard preparatory work is 
already done. 

A lot of work is currently being 
undertaken by a group of Councils 
(WALPA) in our area – led by 
Malmesbury- to lobby Wiltshire 
Council, our politicians and the 
Government over the lack of notice 
taken of Neighbourhood Plans in 
planning decisions. This could get 
worse for us locally if the 
Government’s new Planning Bill 
becomes law. The new Wiltshire 
Local Plan development taking 
place has been challenged to 
address this issue. Unfortunately, 
the policy is being driven by 
Government demands for many 
more houses -even though there 
would almost be enough if 
permissions already granted were 

actually delivered. Incentives 
(punishments) are though being 
considered to encourage 
developers to fulfil their 
permissions. Villages like Oaksey 
need to know that the effort put in 
to reviewing our Plan will be worth 
it! 

Here’s hoping that summer arrives 
soon and that you have already 
had a chance to walk through 
Oaksey wood and see the fantastic 
bluebell display this year. Please 
look after the wood and keep dogs 
on leads as required and clean up 
after them. This is a private wood 
that we are freely allowed to use 
and it needs to be respected. 

Richard Moody 
Chairman – Parish Council 

 
 

Friends of Oaksey News  

We would like to say thank you to 
everyone who donated items to 
our Bag 2 school collection at the 
end of April which raised £79. We 
also raised £50 from our ice cream 
sale after school on a hot sunny 
Friday in May. 

The committee are currently 
planning our annual Summer 
Barbecue which is scheduled for 
Friday 9th July 5pm – 7pm. We are 
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hopeful that that the restrictions 
will be eased enough by then for 
this to go ahead. One of our 
fundraisers on the evening is our 
Wall of Bids where we auction off 
donations, and we are currently 
asking for donations from local 
businesses to support our 
fundraising. If you know anyone 
who would like to donate a prize 
please let us know. 

Finally, we have a cake sale 
scheduled for Saturday 12th June 
at the Market Cross in 
Malmesbury, if anyone would be 
willing to donate a cake to this sale 
we would be very grateful, please 
get in touch, and we would ask for 
all baked items to be delivered to 
us on Friday 11th June. 

Many thanks for your support 

 

Beth Hendry & Jess Thomas 
Co Chair 2021 - 2022 

 
 

Oaksey WI  

0n 13th May we saw the return of 
historian Gillian White with a talk 
'Robert Dudley, Queen Elizabeth 
and the Kenilworth entertainment 

of 1575’. This was held on Zoom. As 
usual, Gillian provided a very 
entertaining evening describing 
Elizabeth 1‘s relationship with 
Robert Dudley Earl of Leicester and 
the fascinating event held at 
Kenilworth Castle. She illustrated 
the talk with slides which included 
various works of art depicting the 
characters involved. Those present 
agreed that we will invite her back 
in the future, hopefully in the 
Village Hall! 

Our summer programme is 
continuing with a talk by The 
Cotswold Canal Trust on Thursday 
10th June at 7.15pm. They will be 
giving us an update on their latest 
projects and looking to the future. 
This will (restrictions permitting) 
be held in the Village Hall.  

In July we will be having our outing 
–the venue is to be confirmed. 

GFWI have also released dates for 
the croquet afternoons at 
Cheltenham Croquet Club in July 
and August. This is always enjoyed 
by members whose competitive 
nature comes to the fore! 

For further information on your 
village WI please contact the 
secretary at 
OakseyWI@outlook.com. 

Liz Fleming 
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North Wiltshire Villages Flower 
Club 

With Spring well underway and so 
many welcome signs of things 
coming to life, it is appropriate that 
the Flower Club too is emerging 
from the enforced hibernation. We 
very much look forward to 
resuming our usual activities 
shortly, and to welcoming back 
members, friends and hopefully a 
few new members. We hope that 
by the end of summer the village 
hall will have re-opened and 
restrictions eased, enabling us to 
all meet face to face indoors, and 
at that point we can resume our 
planned programme of events for 
the remainder of 2021. Prior to 
this, in August, we plan to hold an 
outdoor event at which members 
can meet as a group and socialise 
for the first time in almost eighteen 
months. Details are being finalised 
by the committee as we go to press 
but it is likely to involve a garden 
visit. 

The committee has continued to 
work behind the scenes during the 
pandemic and kept in touch with 
members through newsletters and 
technology. Some members have 
also participated in virtual 
competitions organised by NAFAS 
and the South West Area with 

some success. In April and May we 
collaborated with Nailsworth and 
District Floral Art Society on two 
demonstrations via Zoom, one by 
Christine Ramsey using dried 
flowers and foliage, the other by 
Tracy Johnson using fresh. We are 
also actively making plans for 
several special events during our 
Golden Jubilee year in 2022. 

Our programme is always very 
varied and includes a good mix of 
workshops, demonstrations, social 
events and visits, all incorporating 
flowers in some shape or form. 
Meetings would normally take 
place at Crudwell Village Hall on 
the third Wednesday evening of 
the month, with visitors and 
potential new members welcome. 
We are a friendly and enthusiastic 
group with members from 
throughout the area. 

If you’d like to get in touch we can 
be contacted by email – 
nwvflowerclub@gmail.com and 
more information can also be 
found on our Facebook page. 

 
 

Cirencester Eating Disorder 
Self Help Support Group 

Monthly Meetings are now being 
held in Coates Village Hall the next 
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one being on Wednesday 2nd JUNE 
at 7.30pm.  

A local ‘Samaritan’ as asked if he 
could come along to sit in. 
Everything is confidential but it is 
hoped that by hearing and listening 
to each other that this will also give 
an insight of each other’s support 
that we give to those in need.   

Please contact Pat in confidence 
for more information. 

Pat Ayres 
01285 770385 

ayrescares50@gmail.com 
 
 

Local Rotary Club helps with 
Covid Vaccination Roll-Out 

Many of us will by now have had 
either one or both of our Covid-19 
vaccinations. Those of you who 
visited the Malmesbury Primary 
Care Centre on one of the Pfizer 
mass-vaccination days will have, no 
doubt, noticed the stewards 
helping out in the car park. 
Hopefully you found their efforts 
helpful. These stewards were co-
ordinated by the local Rotary Club 
of the South Cotswolds. 

On each of these days somewhere 
around 800 people were 
vaccinated – at a site in no way 

suitable for that number of people 
(and their cars) in one day! Each 
vaccination day needed a crew of 
at least 5 outdoor stewards – in all 
the Rotary Club organised well 
over 100 steward shifts. This was 
made more difficult as the Primary 
Care Centre generally only had a 
few days’ notice of each batch of 
vaccine and then had to arrange 
vaccinators and book in recipients 
in a hurry – and to contact the 
Rotary Club to ask for car park 
stewards! 

The stewarding resource required 
was beyond the capabilities of the 
South Cotswold Rotary Club alone 
– so the Club was very pleased to 
have the support of a number of 
friends and from the nearby Rotary 
Club of Royal Wootton Bassett and 
District. In fact one of the friends 
who became a stalwart steward 
noted what we were doing when 
he came for his own vaccination 
and asked to join us! 

Being outdoor stewards we were, 
of course, subject to the full range 
of British Spring weather, including 
rain, wind, hail, lightning, 
occasional sunshine and the 
coldest April for many a year! 
However we received many 
accolades and thanks from those 
coming for their vaccinations 
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which reinforced the knowledge 
we were making a significant 
contribution to the vaccination 
effort locally. 

Peter Wyman 
Rotary Club of the South Cotswolds 

 
 

 

Greetings from Revd. Tonya 

As I write this letter, I realise it’s 
National Marriage Week. I wonder, 
are you married? Do you have a 
significant other in your life? How 
is your marriage fairing? We have 
lots of couples wanting to get 
married this year in our churches in 
the benefice, some of which are 
postponed weddings from last year 
of course. What a year it was and 
still is really for those who are 
preparing for marriage. It is a joy to 
read banns of marriage in church 
recently, it tells everyone that 
there is a wedding to come. 
HOORAY! I love presiding at 
weddings, seeing what everyone 
wears always intrigues me – some 
of the ladies’ shoes are utterly 
gorgeous! But best of all, I have the 

joy of saying the words ‘I therefore 
proclaim you husband and wife’. 
Which is always followed by a 
round of applause and smiles and 
sometimes tears on faces. Joy, 
happiness, vitality and love abide, 
there’s so much to hope for and an 
overwhelming amount of love and 
good wishes given. 

Being married is not easy. 
Committing to one person, being 
faithful to them for the rest of your 
life is countercultural in today’s 
society. For a marriage to be 
successful, it requires many things 
including effort and devotion. I 
invite us all, this month, to write 
down all those family members 
and friends you know who are 
married and then pray for one 
couple each day. Asking for 
perhaps God’s blessing on them, 
giving thanks for the good times 
and asking for support when the 
tough times come along.  

When praying, perhaps take a 
moment to ask God’s blessing on 
those you know who were once 
married and, whether through 
death or divorce, no longer have 
their partners with them. For all 
who are getting married this year 
in our churches and beyond, my 
prayer to you all is for your 
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marriage to be life long and 
strength giving.  

Blessings 

Tonya 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Date Braydon Brook Benefice 
Service 

Services on Zoom  
 
  

Sunday 6th June 10am Holy Communion  
@ Ashley 

 

10am Matins  
@ Oaksey 

 

Sunday 13th June 10am Holy Communion  
@ Charlton 

6pm Evening Prayer 

10am Friends and Family  
@ Crudwell 

 

Sunday 20th June 10am Holy Communion  
@ Hankerton 

4pm Tea Time Songs of Praise 

Sunday 27th June 10am Holy Communion  
@ Minety 

 

Tuesday 8:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom 

Friday 9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom 

 



 

 

 


