Oaksey Parish Council Grants Policy


The Oaksey Parish Council (the Council) is authorised to provide community grant funding and is committed to supporting local clubs and community organisations. Each year, the Council sets aside a portion of its budget for grants to assist eligible applicants. Terms and conditions apply.

1. Who can Apply?
Any individual or non-commercial Club/Organisation that is based and operating within the bounds of Oaksey parish.
Non-commercial organisations outside the bounds of Oaksey but within the vicinity can also apply for grants providing there is a benefit for Oaksey residents.


2.What grants can be applied for?
Grants will be awarded at the sole discretion of the Council to organisations within the Oaksey Parish that can demonstrate a clear need for financial support. The projects or initiatives should benefit the Parish in one or more of the following ways: 

   - Providing a service and improving effectiveness. 

   - Enhancing the quality of life. 

   - Improving recreation and/or sports. 

   - Enhancing the environment. 

   - Promoting the Oaksey Parish in a positive manner


3. When can Grant Applications be submitted?
Grant applications can be submitted throughout the year.

4.How can an application be submitted?
All applicants must submit a completed grant application form to the Clerk to the Council. The application form can be obtained from the Parish Clerk or downloaded from the official council website. Applications must be received by the Clerk at least 10 days before the meeting where the application will be assessed. Applicants should attend the meeting at which their application appears.  It would also be appreciated if the applicant could attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish to inform the village how the grant money was spent to benefit the community.


5. What grants can be applied for?
The grant must be associated with a project or activity that is for the benefit of the residents within the parish of Oaksey.

6. What grants are likely to be rejected?
The list below is an example of where grants will be rejected.    Please be aware that the list is only for guidance and is not exhaustive.
· Political organisations
· Religious organisations unless the project is to benefit the community
· Organisations having “closed” membership
· General operational/maintenance costs
· Projects already started
· Retrospective applications

Applications will not be considered from private organisations for profit or surplus.


7. Limits of Grants
Grants of up to £1000 for individual organisations will normally be considered.    Grants in excess of this will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. Grant applications above £1000 will require 3 independent estimates for comparison. Where specialist work is required and quotes are hard to obtain, the Council will consider the application with 2 quotes.
Each organisation may submit only one grant application per financial year.

8. Application decisions
Grants applications, if complete, will be submitted to the parish council for their consideration at the next parish council meeting following receipt of the application unless the agenda has already been published in which case the application will be deferred to the meeting after that.

There is a 10 minute public session at the start of each parish council meeting where applicants should attend to provide context for their application, support their case and to answer any questions from the Parish Council, in order for them to make their decision.

Before a decision is made the Parish Council reserves the right to request the latest set of approved accounts of any organisation applying for a grant.

9. Notification/Payment of Grant
The applicant will be notified of the councils’ decision as soon as possible after the parish meeting closes.   The method of payment will be agreed at the meeting and communicated  to the claimant as soon as practicable.

Any successful grants will be publicised in the parish council minutes, and any other medium approved  by the parish council.


10. Grant conditions

· The grant can only be used for the purpose stated on the application.
· The applicant/organisation is responsible for compliance with all legal and regularity requirements associated with the project to which the grant was given.
· Should the project be abandoned then the parish council may seek the return of the grant either in part or full.
· Approval of the parish council is required should the purpose of the grant change
· To satisfy its legal obligations the parish council reserves the right to monitor the use of the grant and the individual/organisation is to provide all evidence as requested by the parish council in a timely manner.
· A grant will relate to a specific project.  Multiple projects will require multiple applications.

The parish council reserves the right to reclaim any grant that breaches the above conditions.

11. Appeals

The decision of the parish council is final and without redress to appeal.
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